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PERHAPS It may be neceiTary in this place at 
the opening of Horner^ Battels, to premife iome 
obrervatioMs upon them in general. I (hall firft 
endeavour to (hew the ConduSl of the Poet here- 
in, and next collect fome Antiquities^ that tend to a more 
dijlind underdanding of thofe defcriptions which make fo 
bi|e m.part of ;the Ix»em/ 

One may very weH apply to Homer himfelf, what he 
fiijrs of his Heroes at the end of the fourth book, that 
whofoever Ihould be guided thro^ his battels by Miner*va^ 
tod pointed to every fcene of them, would fee nothing 
tkro^ the whole but fubjefts of furprife and apfplaufe. 
Ipien tiie reader reHeds that no lefs than the compafs of 
xmAre book^ U taken up in thefe, he wiU Vi^vt t^^^oti xo^ 
bfr wbut netbods our «thot co\3l4 ^lej^xw. ^^ 
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4 JnEssAY onTioMZ r'j Battels. 

fcTiptions of fuch a length from being tedious. > It is rot 
enough to fay, that tho' the fubjed itfelf be the fame, 
the actions are always different ; that we have now diAidd 
combats, now promifcuous fights, now fingle duels, now 
general engagements; or that the fcenes are perpetually 
vary-d ; we are now ib the fields, now at the fortificai^n 
of the Greeks, now at the lhips,^^Tiow at the gates ofTroy^ 
now at the river Scamander : Bat we muft look farther 
into the art of the poet, to find the reafons of this alio- 
nifhing variety. 

We may firft obferve that divcrfity in the deaths of his 
nxjarriorsj which he has fapplicd by the vafteft fertility of 
invention* Thefe he diftinguiflies feveral ways : Some- 
times by the cbaraB^rs of the Men, their age^ ojicit p*'0' 
ffjffiotiy natiott, family ^^c. Cne is a \:\oQmiigyouthy whofc 
father difTuaded him from the war; one is 2. prieft^ whofe 
piety could not fave him; one is 2i /port [man, whom Diana 
taught in vain ; one is thp native of a far-diftant country ^ 
who is never to return ; one is dtfcended from a nohit line^ 
which ends in his d^ath ; one is made remarkable by his 
ho<tfiivg I another by his bi/eechivg ; and another, who is 
dlllinguifhed no way elfe, is marked by his Habit and fm- 
gularity of his armoar. 

Sometimes he varies thefe deaths by the feveral pofiunj 
in which his Heroes are reprefented either fightiiig or 
^iing. Some of thefe are fo ^exceedingly exa^, that one 
may guefs from the very pifition of the combatant, 
ivhefeabouts the wound will light: Others fo very peculiar 
and ynammmy that they could only be the effedt of an 
imagination which had fearched thVo* all the ideas of na- 
ture. Such is that pidlurc of I^Jydon in the fifth book, 
whofe arm being namfb*d by a blow on the elbow, drops 
the reins that trail on the ground ; and then beirg fud- 
denly (Iruck on the temples, falls headlong from the cha- 
riot in a foft and deep pl^ce \ where he fmks op to the 
(lioulders in the fands» and continues a while fixed by tht 
weight of his armour, widi his legs qttiVeriog in the w« 
tUi be ii cmwplcd down by the herw. 
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Another caufe of this variety is the difference of ch^ 
^uoands that are given in the //iW: They are by no means 
like the wounds defcribed by moH other poets, which are 
Commonly made in the fetf-fame obvious places: The 
heart and head ferve for all tbofe in general who under- 
(land no anatoiny, and fometimes for variety they kill men 
by wounds that are no where mortal but in their poems. 
As the whole human body is the fubjedl of thefe, Co no- 
thing is more necelTary to him who would defcribe them 
well, than a thorough knowledge of its ftrufture, even 
fbo' the poet is not profefiedly to write of them as an 
anatomill ; in the fame manner as an exad /kill in ana- 
tomy is neceflary to thofe Painters that would excel in 
drawing the naked, tho* they are not to make every 
ftufcle as viable as in a book of chirurgery. It appears 
from fo many paifages in Homer that he was perfciflly 
mafter of this fcience, that it would be needlefs to cite 
any in particular. One may only obferve, that if w.e 
thoroughly examine all the wounds he has defcribed, rho* 
fo infinite in number, and fo many ways diverfify'd, 
we ihall hardly £nd •ne which will contradid this obfer- 
vation. 

I rouft juft add a remark, That the various periphrafes 
and circumlocutions by which Hemt^r expreflcs the fingle 
aft of J}wgf have fuppjied rirgtl and the fucceeding Poets 
with aH their manners of phrafing it. Indeed he repeats 
the fame verfe on that occ^fion more often than they » 

kc. But tho' it mull be owned he had more frequelit 
occafions for a line of this kind than any Poet, as no other 
has defcribed half {q many deaths, yet one cannot afcribe 
this to any flerility of expreffion, but to the genius of his 
times, that delighted in thofe reiterated verfcs. We find 
repetitions of the fame fort affeded by the facred writers, 
fuch as, //? '"'^^ gathered to his people ; He Jli^pt <iuith his 
fathers i and the like. And npon the whole they have a 
certain antiqnatcd harmony, not unlike die burthen of a 
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fong^ which the car isr willing to fufier^^ and as it were 
reib upoo. 

As the perpetual horror or combatcS} and afucceffion 
of images ^ death, could not but keep the imaggiatiQii 
very much on the ftretch ; Hsmer has been carefd to con- 
trive foch reliefs and paufes, as might divert the mind ta 
feme othe^ fcene, without lofmg fight of his prindpal ob* 
jeA. His C9mparifins are the more frequent on this ac- 
count ; for a eomparifon ferves this end the moft effed^ualljr, 
of any thing, as it is at once correfpondent to, and dif- 
fering from the fubje£l. Thofe criticks who fency. that 
the nfe of comparifons diftradls the attention:, and draws it 
from the firft image which fhould moft employ it, (as 
that we lofe the idea of the battel itfelf^ while we are led 
by a fimile to that of a deluge or zftorm:) Thofe, I (ay«. 
may as well imagine we lofe the thought of the fun> whea 
we fee his reflexion in the water, where he appears more 
diilindly, and is contemplated 'more at eafe, than if we 
gated dh-eAly at his beams. For it is with the eye <^ the. 
imagination as it is with our corporeal eye, it muft fome- 
times be taken off from the objedt in order to fee it the 
better*. The fame criticks that are difpleafed to have their. 
£iacy diftradted (as they call it) are yet fo inconfiftent 
with themfelves as to obje£t to Homer that his fimiles are 
too much alike, and are too often derived from the fame 
animal: But is it not more reafonable (according to their 
own notion) to compare the fame man always to the fame 
animal, than to fee him fometimes a fun, fometimes a 
tree, and fometimes a river? Tho' Hom^r fpeaks of the 
fame creature, he fo diverfifies the circumftances and acci- 
dents of the comparifons, that they always appear quite 
different. And to fay truth, it is not fo much the animal 
or the thing, as the action or pofture of them that em- 
ploys our imagination : Two different animals in the fame 
a6lion are more like to each other, than one and the fame 
animal is to himfelf, in two different adlions. And thofe 
who in reading Homer are fhocked that *tis always a lion^ 
Muay as well be angry that 'tis always a mm. 

What 



Whttmaf fieepi 4BiOire nrcfpriooihle, it his inftrtiag tke . 
Cmbc oofMjtrifiinft in the iu^ wwtd% at leagth appo dife- 
rent oc^&ms, by which management he makes oneiiagle 
'Tfgvff?^ m^Wb^MjnamCTMi to feveial parts of the. Fotmv 
J^.agff.JUf^ 09c bijf.tism$r\» ia this like a ikilful impro^ 
fOV ^k£p-pI^>^> ikheaotiful ftatue in a weU-diTpoied g^- 
dim fa<as^to aafw^c (i^venl vift#«9 aod by that artifice one 
iyiglefigive fcffDf multiplied inta u mai^x otjefitas therv- 
ITQ opcBfngs from .whence it may be viewed I 

Wha; filthier relieves aod ibfuns thefie ddfoiptioBs of bat-* 
tdb, is^ Ppct*.s wonderful art of introducingmaay pathetic 
drcomftances about the deaths of the Heroes^ whicb'raiie • 
Indifferent movcfluat in the mind from wbat thpfe images 
rntucai^ uifpirey I mean compaifion aad.pityi when he 
csi^ies us- to look back upon the loft ri^es« pafflcfljonsj and 
ii9pes of thofe who die : When he traniports us to their 
natiye countries and paternal feats^ to fee. the griefs of. 
their .ag^ fathers, the deipair aod tears .of their widows, 
Qr th.$ abandoned coodidon of their orphans. Thus when 
FroiefiUtu falls, we are made to rcfle^^l on the lofty Pa- 
laees he left half fioilhed ; when the Tons of Phitnopj are 
killed, we behojd the morxifying diftrefs of theur wealthy. 
Iathier» who iaw his eftate divided before his eyes» and 
taken in truft for ftrangers. When Jxylus dies, we are 
taught to compaiTiODate the hard face of that generous and 
h(^(able man, wholie hoafe was the houfe of all men, 
and who deferved that' gbrious elegy of The fritnd of 
bumam'kimd. 

It is worth, taking notice too, what ufe Homer every 
where makes of each little accident or circumftance that 
can naturally happen in a battel, thereby to caft a variety 
over his action ; as well as of every turn of miod or emo> 
tioa a Hero can poffibly feel, fuch as refentment, re- 
veDge» concern, confuiion, ^c The former of thefe 
makes bis. work refemble a large hiftory piece, where even 
the lefs important figures and alliens have yet.fome con- 
venient place or corner to be ftiewn in; and the latter 
gives it all the advanuges of tragedy, in thofe variou« 
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tarns of' paffion that animate thefpeecfaes of l^is Heroes^, 
and render his whole Poem the moft DramaHci of zny 
£pick wfaatfoever. [ 

It muft alfo be obferved, that the conftant^^M^rA^i of 
the Gosfs conduce very greatly to vary thefe long liKimelSy 
by a continual change of the fccne from earth to heaven. 
Homer perceived them too neceiTary- for this purpdfe to 
abibia from die nfe of them even ' after Jupifer had en* 
joined the Deities not to a£t on either iide. It is remark- 
able how many methods he has found to draw them mto 
every book ; where if they dare not affift the warribrsi at 
leail they ai'e very helpful to the Poet. 
* But there is nothing that more contribntes to the va- 
riefy) forprize, and Eelai of H6mer*8 battels^ or is more 
perfectly admirable 4h itfelf, than that artful manner of 
taking meafure, or (as one may fay) gaging his Heroes by 
each other, and thereby elevating the character of one 
pcrfon, by the oppofition of it to that of fome other 
whom he is made to excel. So that he many times de- 
fcribes one> only to image another, an4 raifes one only to 
raife another. I' cannot better exemplify this remark, 
than by' giving an inflance in the charadler of Dicmui ihtLt 
lies be^re me. Let us obferve by what a fcale of oppo- 
iitions he elevates this Hero, in the fifth book, firft to 
excel all human valour, and after to rival the Gods them- 
felvcs. He dillinguilhes him firft from the Grecian Cap- 
tains in-general, each of whom he rcprefcnts conquering 
a fingle '^frojan, while Diomed conftantly encounters two at 
o>)ce;'and while they are engaged each in his diftihft 
poft, he only is drawn fighting in every quarter, and 
ilaoghtering on every fide. Next he oppofes him to Pan^ 
darvs^ next to Mncas^ and then to Heifor, So of the 
Cods, he fhews him firft againft Venus ^ then ApoUo^ then 
Mars^ and laftly in the ei<5hth book againft 7''/'^'^ himfelf 
in the midft of his thunders. The fame conduft is ob- 
fervablc more or lefs in regard to every perfonage of his 
work. 

This 
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This fttbordination of the Heroes is one of the caufes 
that make each of his battels rife above the other in greac- 
nds, terror, and importance, to the end of the Poem. U 
Dimed has performed all thefe wonders in the £r(l com- 
bates, it is but to raife HeSiar, at whofe appearance he 
begins to fear. If in the next battels He^or triumphs not 
only over Diwud^ but over j^jax and Patrodus^ fets fire 
to the fle^, wins the armour of AchiHes^ and iingly eclipfes 
all the Heroes; in the mid ft of all his glory ^ Achilles ap- 
pears, HeSor flies, and is flain. 

The manner in which his Gods are made to a6l, no lefs ' 
advances the gradation we are fpeakin^ of. In the fird 
battels they are feen only in ihort and feparate excurfions : 
Vetms affiUs Farls^ Minerva Dlomedy or Mars HeSior, In 
die next, a clear ftage is left for Jupiter^ to difplay his 
omnipotence, and turn the fate of armies alone. In the 
laft, all the powers of heaven are engaged and banded 
into regular parties, Gods encountering God?, Jo^^e en- 
couraging them with his thunders, Neptune raifing In's tem- 
peib, heaven flaming, earth trembling, and Pluto himfelf 
ilarting torn the throne of hell. 

II. I am now to take notice of fome cufloms of /utti- 
fuitj relating to the arms and art Military of ihofe time^, 
Which are proper to be known, in order to form a right 
iX)don of our author's defcriptions of war. 

That Homer copied the manners and cuftoms of the age 
he writ of, rather than of that he lived in, has been ob- 
ferved in (broe inftances. As that he no where reprefenrs 
tttvalry OT trumpets to have been ufed in the Trrjan wars, 
tbo* they apparently were in his own time. It is not 
therefore impoffible but there may be found in his woiks 
feme deficiencies in the art of war, which are not to be 
M&pmed to his ignorance, but to his judgment. 

Hor/es had not been brought into (irrece long before the 

ficge of 7V^. They were originally Eaftern animals, and 

if we find at tfiat very period fo great a number of rhem 

reckoned up in the wars of the ffradites^ it \^ Ocit Vl*^ ^ 
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wonder, confideriog they came from Afia, Tbt praflice 
of riding them was fo Httle known In Greece a few years, 
before, that they looked upon the Centaurs who firft ufed; 
it, as monflers compounded of men and horfes, Kejior 
in the firft Iliad fays, he had feen thefe Cenfaurs in his 
youth; and Poljpates in the fecond is faid to have been, 
bora on the day that his father expelled them from Peliw. 
to the definrts of JEthica, They had no other ufo erf" 
korfes than to draw th^ic chariots in battel; fo that wJiea- 
ever Homer fpeaks oi fghting from. ^ borfe^ iiomng an. 
hr/e, or the like, it is eonftantly to be undeifto^ of 
fighting from a chariot, or taming horfes to that (ervicc* 
This (at we have faid) was a piece of decqrum in th^ 
poet ; for in his own time (hey were arrived to fuch a. 
perfedioa in horfeaQanikip, that in the fifteenth Iliad, 
¥. €2Z. we have a JimiU uken from an extraordinary. 
feat of a^ivity, where one matt, manages fou^ horfes al; 
cnqe, and leaps from the back of one to another at fulJL 
4peed. 

If we confider in whaf high efteem among warrk>r» tbefe. 
'lOble animals muft have been at their iait coming Jnta 
Cruci^ we fiiaQ the lefs wonder at the frequent occafions 
r/fjufr has taken to defcribe and celebrate them. It is 
110^^ ftrange to find them fet almoil upon a level with 
men; at a time wh#o a hbrfi ia the prises, w^ of equai 
▼alue with a capCmHjt. 

The 9hariots were in all probabHity very low. For 
«e frequently find in the Iliad, that a peribn Who (lands 
freA on a chariot is killed (and fomettmes by a ftrolfo 
on the head) by a foot foMier with a (word. This may 
/arther appear from the eafe and readincfs with which they 
aKght or mount on every occafion; to facilitate which, 
the chariots were inade open behind. That the wheels 
were but fmall, may be gueiled from a cuftom the/ had ojf 
taking them off and fetring , them, on, as they were bid 
by, or mwi^ ufe of. Hehe in the fifth book puts on the 
wheels of Juno\ chariot, when ihe calls for it in hafte : 
4ad it feems to be, with ail^iioa to (^ fiunc pradice that 

it 
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itis faid in Exodui^ ch. 14. The Lord took offthtir chariot- 
nvhuls^ fo that ibey drove them heu'vi^.-^ The iides were 
a](b low s for whoever is killed in his chariot throughout 
thepoeoi, conibintly falls co the ground, as having no- 
thing to fuprort him. That the whole machine was very 
fmall and light, is evident from a palTagt in the tenth 
J&W» where Diomed de}>ate$ whether he fhall draw the 
cbariot of Rbe/us out of the way» or carry it on his 
fJ^ouUers to a place of (afety. All the particulars agree 
mth the repreientations of the chariots on the mod an- 
dent Grttk coins ; where the tops of them reached not h 
)iA as the backs of the horfes, the wheels are yet lower, 
ami the heroe9 who (land in them are feen from the knee 
upwards *. This may ferve to fbew thofe Criticks are 
under a miflake, who* blame Homer for making his war- 
riors fometimes retire behind their chariots, as if it were a 
piece of cowardice : which was as lixtle difgraceful then^ 
as it is now to alight from one^s horfe in a battel, on any 
necefiary emergency. 

There were generally two perfons in each Chariot, one 
of whom was wholly employed in guiding the horfes. 
They ufed indifferently two, three, or four horfes : Fro:n 
henc^ it happens, that fometimes when a horfe is killed, 
the hero continues the fight with the two or more that re- 
n^n; and at other times a warrior retreats upon the 
lois of one ; not that he has ]e(s coorage than the other; 
hat that he hasr fewer horfes. 

^htxt Jpwordt were all broad catting fwords, for we 
find they never ftab but with their fpears. The /pears 
were ofod two ways, either to pufh widi, or to call from 
them, likie ^e miflive javelins. It feems furprizing, that 
a man (boald throw a dart or fpear with fach force-, as to 
pierce thro* both fides of the armour and the body (as is 
oftea d«icribed in Homer.) For if the llrength of the men 
Was giganiicky the armour muft have been ftrong in pro- 
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portion. Some folution might be given for this, if we 
imagined the armoAr was generally brafs, and the weapons 
pointed with iron ; and if we could fancy that Homer 
called the fpe^rs and fwords brazen in the fame manner 
thdt he calb the reins of a bridle i*vory, only from the or- 
naments about them. But there are pafTages where the 
point of the fpear is exprefly faid to be of brafs, as in the 
dcfcriptioa of that of He^or in Iliad 6. Paujanias^ 
Laconicis^ takes it for granted, that the arms, as well 
offenfive as defcnfive, were brafs. He fays the fpear of 
Achillis was kept in his time in the temple of Mimmja^ 
the top and point of which were of brafs ; and the fword 
of Met iones^ in that oi jEfculafius among the Ntcofnedlam^' 
Was intirely of the fame metal But be it as it will, there 
are examples even at this day of fuch a prodigious force in 
cafting darts, a$ almoft exceeds credibility. The Turks 
and Arabs will pierce through thick planks with darts of 
hardened wood ; which can only be attributed to their 
being bred (as the ancients were) to that exercife, at)d to 
the llrength and agility acquired by a conllant pradlife 
of it. 

We may afcribe to the fame caufe thAir power 'of cafting 
ftoms of a vaft weight, which appears a common prac- 
tice in thcfe battels. Thofe are in a great error, who ima- 
gine this to be only a fiftiiious embellifhment of the Poet, 
which was one of the excrcifes of War among the an-, 
Cient Greeks and Orientals. ♦ St. Jerorne tells us, it was' 
an old cuftom in Falaftine^ atid ifi ufe in his oiwn time, 
to have round ftones of a gVeat weight kept In the caft!es 
tnd villages, for the youth to try their ftrength with. 




tsMUlkuirif al«i td humeros, lid capot^ ^ommltt Toper vertkcm, rec- 
tU jufifti^ue miaibttSj Ibitgnitttdiiiesi viriom dcttK)altraAUs> ^ndu: 
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kai the cuftom is yet extant In fome parts of ScotianJ^ 
where ftones for the fame purpofe are laid at the gates of 
great houfes, which they call putting ftones. 

Another confideration which will account for many 
things that ma^ feem uncouth in Horner^ is the refleftion 
that before the afe kX fire-arms there was infiiutely more 
fcope for the ferfonal 'valour than in the modern battels. 
Now whenfoever the perfonal flrength of the combatants 
happened to be anequal, the declining a fingle combate 
could not be fo difhonourable as it is in this age, when the 
arms we make ufe of put all men on a level. For a fol- 
dier of fiif inferior ftrength may manage a rapier or fire- 
arms fo expertly, as to be an oremlatch to his adverfary. 
This may appear a fufHcient excufe for what in the modem 
conlfaru6tion might feem cowardice in Hovur*s heroe?, 
when they avoid engaging with others, whofe bodily 
i(rength exceeds their own. The maxims of valour in 
all times were (bunded upon reafon, and the cowardice 
ought rather'iQ this cafe to be imputed to him who braves 
his inferior. There was alfb more lafiire in their battels 
before the knowledge of fire arms ; and this in a good 
degree accounts for thofe harangues his heroes make to 
each other in the time of combate. 

There Was another practice frequently nfed by thefe 
ancient warriors, which was to fpoil an enemy of his 
arms after they had flain him ; and this cuflom we fee 
them frequently purfuing with fuch eagemefs, as if they 
looked on ' their vidory not (Tomplete *tiU this point was 
gained. Some modem Criticks have accufed them of 
avarice on account of this praflife, which might probably 
arife from the great value and fcarcenefs of armour in 
that early time and infancy of war. It afterwards be- 
came a point of honour, like gaining a (landard from the 
enemy. Mofes and Da*viJ fpeak of the pleafure of ob- 
taining many fpoils. They preferved them as monuments 
of vidory, and even' religion at laft became interefled 
herein, when thofe fpoils were confecrated in the temples 
of the tutelar Deities of the conqueror. 



The m^er.inqr t^Sfy (qe, Ifet dpwrn the(e, hqida jafk 
%<l^y. occuf to ny, meiDory, and.only as hints ta farUier. 
obfcrvadoiis; which any one who is cooverfant in Homer 
cmu>^ ^ tofluli^y if. he will but think a little in the 

It k no (ATtoriny^defign to inqaire wh^t progrefs had 
be«9i niadc in thf5.«nr o/nvar at this early period : The. 
bare perofid of the liiodi. mil beft inform us of it. But 
what, I think tends more intmediately to the better com- 
prchenfioD of dn^e de&riptions, is to give a (hort.View of 
tlie.^Mtf of waf, ih^ fouationoffrojf, and thioie places 
wh|ch lUmr mefitibns, widi the proper JiiUot each hat- 
t^: PottiPgtog^her, for this purpofe^ thoTe paiTages in 
ny Aothor that g^ve-any light to this matter. 

The. ancient city of Tr^; flood at a greater diflance 
f^nom the Tea, thim thqfe ruins which have, ifiace been 
^lewnforit. This may* be gathered from iW 5. v. (of 
^ original) 791. where it is iaid, that the Tr^^u never 
4Drft iiuly out of tbcivalis of their town, 'till the retire- 
Qient cfjichiiiis i but afterwards combated the Grecians at 
thck very (hip», far from the city. For had Tm flood (as 
tUratm obferves) fo nigh i\it fea-fiore^ it had been mad- 
neft ifr the Greeks not to have built any ibrtifeatiOD before 
d^ fleet 'till the tenth year of the fiege, when the enemy 
vnu lb near them : And on khe other hand, it had been 
cowardice in the Trofarn not to have attempted any thing 
ail that time» agaiuft an army that lay aofbrtified ind un- 
mtrencbed. Befidcs, the intermediate fpace had been too 
faiall toaflM a field for fo many various adventures and 
ft&kMit of war. The places about ?nr|p particularly men- 
^oncd by Homer lie in dbis order. 
' I. The Sc^eatt gate: This opened to the field of bat- 
t^ and was that through which the Tr^Vv«/ made their 
Q^rfions. Clbfe to this flood the htech tree^ facred to 
Jmfiter, which Homer generally mentions with it. 

2. The hiil of nvilafg trees. It joined to the walls 
tfTrty on one fide^ and extended to the highway on the 
other. The firft ajppears from wbiXJ^omacie by$ in 

Jliad 



JcaUdfr^m ibis billi and the hft from K^i^. f. 14$^^ 

hi^ on . tliift fiyPD^ highw;»y . Zft^ 

4. Cm/li<dmi9 the up^ oC % pl^a&fit lli9» tb|t hji^ 
Qoy tU. rivier. Stmifp op th(B. othi^ fide of Aa tgwn, 
iWao. V, 53. 

(. itii^Sf^, oc. tbci (fpuld^e, ^Ifyrinnf^ flopd a.li(ilq 
Mom tte. ciqr, in tti^e, pUin. i6W 2^ v^. 311^ tfibi 

^, Tb^mm*^^'^: Nf;irdieiiiiddeof.ch«ipUi|« 

Iliad II, V. l66i 

7. Tketombof^^/^j, ^mm pde ^ 4e yrofjped of 
^ fleet, and that part oC their fittpooaft. J&W a. v. 301^ 

I(.reeini by/diK, 465th verie of the ftcogdltia^ thaj| 
4ml GrMMntr urmy.iw^ 4i?^ "P. noder the. £^€nX leaden 
by the banks of Seamander, on chat fide towards tl^ il^ps : 
In the mean time that of Tm, and the auxiliaries, wa» 
lyng'd m aider at Myrimie^s kpnl^e. Bid, v. 320. 0/ 
ibt eutal. The place of die firj Battil^ wberc^ DiMttd 
performs hv expioifi, was near the joining t^Simois ind 
Scamandtr |- for Jun9 and PaHas coming to him, alight at 
the conflaence of thofe rivers. Iliad i, v. 776. and that 
the Greiks had not yet paft the ftream, but fought on that 
fide next the fleet, appears firom v. 79 1 . of the iame book, 
where Jwm fcys the Trojans nin» Sravi ibfm mi their 'very 
Jtifs. Bat in the beginninjr of the fixtVl^l; the place 
of battel is fpecified to be between the rivers of Simois and 
Scamander ; io that the GneJb (tho* Homer does not parti, 
colarize when, or in what.intaiieiO ^^ ^^ crofs'd the 
ftream toward Troy, 

The engagement in the eighth book is evidently dofe to 
the Grecian fortification on the (hore. That night Hi^or 
lay al ibi*s tomb in the ield, as Dibm tdh us, Jik 10. 

V.415. 



i6 An Ess AY on Ho»^e r'j Battels. 

ir. 41;. And in the eleventh book the battel is chieftjr 
abodt Suj'i tomb. 

In the twelfth^ thirteenth, and fourteenth, about the 
fortification of the Greeks^ and in the fifteenth at the Jhips, 

In the iixteenth, the Trojans being repulfed by Patro- 
ihtsy they engage between tlie fleet, the river, and the 
Grecian wall: Sec v. 596. Patroclus ftilt advandng, 
they fight at the Gates of Troy, v. 700. In the feven- 
teenth, the fight about the body oi Patroclus is under the 
Trojan wall, v. 463. His body being carded ofF, HeSor 
and jEneas purfue the Greeks to the fortification, ▼. 760. 
And 3n the eighteenth, npon Achilles^ appearing, they 
retire and encamp without the fortification. 

' In the twentieth, the fight is flill on that fide next the 
fiea ; for the Trojans being purfued by Achilles, pafs over 
the Scamandtr as they run coward Troy : See the beginning 
of book zi. The following battels are either in the river 
itfelF, or i>etween that and the city, under whofe walls 
HiBor is kiird in the Z2d book, which puts an end to the 
battels of the Stad^ 

N. B. The wer/es above are cited according to the numhtr 
' 9f Kms in the Gf^k, 
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The AftsofD/ww^J. 

DIOMED» affiftei hy Pklhs, ptrfirms woaders in 
thii dafs baitil. P#n4iM^a$yuw«Wi bim 'wkh dm at' 
roWf bui thi GMifi curis htm, tnabUs him to difctrm Godi 
from mortals f anJfrobibits bimfrom conten£ng ijuitb aty of 
thi for$9a'% i^ceptiffg Venus, ^neas joins Pandarus to 
^t^fi bst% Ruidan«ft^i bH/sJ, a^iMpc^ in gnat danger 
but for tbi aJpftanci-ofWttiViA ; lubo as/be is removing her 
fin from tbo figbt, is wounded on the band by Diomed . 
Apollo feconds ber in bis^ refcue, and at length carries off 
JEnttA to IVoy, niobfre he uinaled in the temple of Perga- 
mus. Mars rallies the Trojans^ andaffiUs Hedtor to mako 
a ftamL In the mean time ^nets // reftored to the fitld, 
and they overthrow fevira I tf tkt Greeks ; e^uong the refl 
Tlqpplenui // fyin^ by Svpoion. Juqo and MincrrA 
drfcond to refifiykon\ the tatter imitis Dlomcd to go 
againft that Godi it nvoundtiim^ and finds bim gnamng^ 
to Heanwu 

Tbefrfi battil cqntjbisi^jbrmigh tbk book. Tbo fcene b 
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I L I A B. 

U T Fa/lfu now Tj^Jei* font iafj>tres» 
FilU with her fbite, and winw with all If er fitCH 
Aborre ih»Gjttih hk det(hleft fkme to raift^ 
And crown her Hero with diftiBguiik-d praii(^ 

^ Higjb 

V; 1. ^/ Pallai imp, Ipc.J ' As in every JLift hiftoTy-piflurt tbc«' 
it one. principal figttre» to which sdl the reil refer «J1<1 art fubfervicnc ^ 
fo in each battel of the I/igJ there if one principal pcrfon^ thjic i^av 
properly be called the hero of that day or aftioa. Thii ctrnduCJ^ 
pr efe if ci the unity of the piece, and Jceept the imagination from be- 
ing diftrafted and confii4d with a wild number of indLpendcnt. 
figures, whkb h^ve no fa^ordination- to c^cb other, 1 o make thjs^ 
probable, H§mer foppoies thefe extraordinary meafures of courage xt^ 
Ite fbf ittMdhite gift ofthe Godt | v/ko bdtew them ibm^itnet li^n 




20 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book. V. 

High oa his helm celeftial lightnings plaf, j 

His beamy Ihield emits a living ray -» 

Th* 



-;4|i|ii^iqitae^swt upon another, as they think fit to make tb^m the 
. , itiiflramentl of their defigns ; an opinion conformable to true the- 
ology* Whoerer tefie£lr;ppon this, will not hlame our Author for 
representing the fameyCaoes brave at one time, and difpiritcd at 
another; juft as the43ods aiTift, or abandon them, on different 
occafions. .^ 

V. I. T^dides.] That we may enter into th« fpirit and beatihr ^ : 
this book> it will be proper to fettle the true cbaraaer of Diakni, 
who is thehero ^AW MnBcs is no fooner retiied, but Homer raifea 
his other ^rarirto'fDp^ bit abfenct; like ftart> that ihin* each ia 
his doe revolution, *till the principal hero rifes again, and eclipfet 
all others. At Dmkd is the firft in this office, he feems to have 
snore of' the charador of ^^iV/ei than any befides. He has niUv- , 
rally an excefs of boidajpfr,' and too much fnry in his temper, for^iifA ' 
and intrepid like the Arr, and running afier Cods or men promif- 
cuolly as they offirrthiwD^ves. But what differences his charadler is^ -' - 
that ^ it foon nMsttd by ad^oe, hears thofe that are more cXfr 
perieaced> |nd in t woVd, obeys JMinerva in all things* He isaf- 
fifted by the patroneft of wifdom and arms, as he is eminent both for 
psudence and valour. That which charafteriies his prudence, is a 
quick fagacity and pre^nce of mind in all emergende%««iid an un- 
difturbed rcadinefs in the very article of danger. And what is parti- 
cular in his valour is agreeable to thefe qo^klei, his anions being 
always performed with remarkable dextirity, aAivity, aoad difpatcb. 
At the gentle and manageable turn of hit snind icema ^nvn witb 
an oppofition to the boifterout temper of uibM/Sn, ib Us bodily rx- 
eellenciet fecm defigncd as in contrail to thdfe of ^^SaXp who appcarsf 
witb great ftreogth, but heavy and unwieldy. As be is fom^ard to 
aCt ia the field, fo he is ready to fpeak in the council : But it is ob> 
farvable that his councils ft ill incline to war, and are byafsM rathes 
•n the fide of bravery than caution. Thus he advifes to reject the 
fropofals of the Trofom in the feventh book, and not to accept of 
Bekn berielf, though Paris fhould offer her. In the ninth he oppofcs 
J^amamum^t propofition to rctum'to Greta, in (6 ftrong a manner, 
as to declare he will ftay and continue the fiege himfelf if the 
General ihould depart. And thu$ he hears-without concern AcbiUet% 
tefufal of a reconciliation,' and doubts not to be ahle to carry on the 
war without him. At for his private charaAer, be appears a gallant 
lowr of hofpitality in hit behaviour to Ckmcut in the iixtb book ; a 
lover of wifimn i» bit aiBftaasc of iV<^ in the eighth, and hit 

choice 



Book V. HOMER's ILIAB. 21 

Th' onwearyM blaze inceflknt ftreams fupplio. 
Like the red fUr that fires th' aatumnal ikies, 

choice of Vlx/fii to accompany him in the tenth \ upon the vholfj 
in open fmccre friend, and a geoerous enemy* 

The wonderful anions he pcf forms in this battel, fcem to be the 
eflfeftof a noble refentment at the reproach be had received from 
^ammnon in the foregoing book, to which thefe deeds are the an- 
fwcr. He becomes immediately the fccond hero of Greece, and 
dreaded equally with jichilles by the 'trtjans. At the firft A^t of 
him his enemies m^e a queftion, whether he is a man or a God« 
JEntds and Pandanu go againft him, whofe approach terri6e« Stbene^ 
hu, and the apprehen^n of fo' great a warrior marvelloufly exalts the 
intrepidity of i>/OTwrf. JEneas himfelf is'not favod but by the in- 
terpofing of a Deity : He purfues and wounds that Deity, and ^tuat 
again efcapea only by the help of a ftronger power, j^lh. He zt" 
Xtm^Xs Apollo too, retreats not 'till the God threatens him in his 
©wn voice, and even then retreats but a few Steps. When he fees 
ife^or rnd Mars himfelf in open arms againft him, he had not re* 
tired tho* he was wounded, but in obedience to Minerva, and then 
retires with his face toward them. But as foon as /he permits him 
to engage with that God, he conquers, and fends him groaning to 
heaven. Wh:.t invenrion and what condu£l appears in this whole 
epifode ? What boldnefs In raifing a chara^lcr to fuch a pitch, and 
what judgment ih raifing i^^by fuch degree* ? While the moft daring 
flights of poetry are employed to move our admiration, and at the 
lame tiine the jufteft and ^lioldjb allegory, to reconcile thoK flights to 
mgcal truth and probability ? It may be farther remarked, that the 
high degree to which Homer elcvate> this charafter, enters into the 
princif ad'defign of his whole poem ; which is to fhew, that the great- 
eft perfonal qualities and foices ^ of no effe^, when union is 
wanting among the chief rultis, and that nothing can arail *tiU 
ihey are ^reconciled fo as to a£t in concert. 

V. 5. High 9n his helm celejiial lightnings play."] This beautiful 
parage gave occafion .to Zoilus for an inlipid piece of raillery, wh» 
ailced how it happened that the hero efcaped burning by thefe fires 
that continually broke from his armour? Euftmtbius anfwers, that 
there are feveral examples Jui hiilory, of fires being feen to break 
forth fropi human bodies, as prefagcs of greatnels and glory. Among 
the icft, Phttarcb, in the life q^ AUxander, defcribes his helmet much 
in this manner. This is enough to warrant the fiction, and wttc 
there W> ^^^^ ^mplc, the (^mp author lays very wall, that the iou- 
gbiation of a Poet is not to be confined to ftii^ ^&ni\ xx^^Cd^u 
fiat aii ohjeGiQDs may eaiHy be removtdy \i \iz w&Afx \\. «^ ^^xd^ 



it WOM^R*s ILIAD. BooK'V. 

When fteflfr he ittrs his radiant oib to fight. 

And bathM ia Oeean, fhoots a keener light. la 

fidth- glories Pa/las on the chief beftow^d, 

Sacb, from his arms, the fierce effulgence flowed : 

Onward ihe drives him, ftnioiis to engage, 

Wkete the fight bums, ^md. where the tfai^eft xage. 



|nr Muuitva, -«rho kid 4etnauacd thttjday to saJfe iJlM^Efli^abore all 
tbcJMrocs, asd caafedthit ,tfp«rition to.ceader him^^DrmidaUe. The 
fuvts of a God aiakM it aot only allowable, but higMy noble, and 

Catly itnagioed bylfemer s.at.well at oorreCpondent to a mtracie in 
y icriptnre, wImtc JM^s it .ddcribed with a .glory ihiains on bit 
Aceat hifrdefoitirofn ia»iim.^ji«r, a^ondlel which ^J^mm^ws has 
tMtenp notice af. 

■#W/vwat tooftafibkof tfa« bwotyof thit |«flaee ootsainkate 
it^ and it amftbeiOwiioilioJiaa fiuftfied hit odiginal. 

ffon Jteut «r Kjuida Ji pianth mffe comets 
Satqfuinei hffthx nAetn s wt Sirkn «r«<r, 
lOe Jkmmmrkfpu ftrtm mrt t Uik tt^^^it, 

In iftmir't eomporifen' thero f» no. other cktimilhnce lUiided to^ bot 
than of a i«nMrkable%rig|itiK<t i Whortaa Vitfirt oomfariibn, befide 
Shbt^bemt to ^Wctel ^ unmenie Aaoghtor hithefo-waa to'wiakt, 
by oonpaHng him iirft to o conet» which it vvlaarly imagined « 
p to gno Hiilt, if not the teal canfe, of orach miicry to mankind ; ond 
n^MA. to the dogHar, wMch appearing with the gmifia brightneft in 
tbnhttw tndoftemer, H fe fftfe d thit occafion of oil the diAem* 
Mit of thaciicitly feafen. And tnetiiinkt the o bjca ii n of'Mwro* 
JMV to thit pfaKe it not Jnft, who thmM the imile nnieaibnablir 
implied by'#Wr7«»^nA«, bopioft ht wno^on Irii 0i\p» and had 



the bmtel. One may an^r, that thit miraculont ap- 
cooM '■ever be mofa ptoper than at the litft ag^^t of the 
toatatetenoglRtttihoonemy, and to pi o | is ftk a tt kit-wf 



nVit 



V. ttOM^R^i PMyilk 



^ 



The Sons of Darn Mt the comfmttftm^t, ij 

<A weakhy prieft, bar rkh witbont fr A«It » 
In Fm/eam's fitne dieftther** dty»^iveTO led. 
The fens to toib of glarioas'lMittd bred ; 
TkeTe fingled front their troops dio^lit«iJMnh| 
TheTe fhmi their ftefjds,7VriMr#ofrtkefliw .%^ 

nerce ror renoivn tncf bfouier cnfefr onw-nenra 
And firfrboU A^i{nry cftft h» fbonding fpeur. 
Which o*er Ae wmior^ fliottlderMtook itt eonrfi^ 
And fpent in empty -tir its erring Ibice. 
Kot(oTj^s,AmfkjlKgK&inr9in^ 25 

fitat pierc'd Usbreaftr «k1 ibmcVd him on theplain. 
Seiz'd widt onBAnd Air, JUm flod. 
Left the rid^ chariot, and his brother doid. 

And 

V. 17. I6mnt Jfed, Zsefi tbt tick tharivtA ft it finely fald by M. Dam 

titr, tlut Affwsr appourt perhajM gie^tef by the critkifim ttiat hive 

been ftft ttpon him,' than by the peaifet vnuckhavrheea tificn hin* 

Z«i>f had a cavil at this place ) he th0!S|ht it ridiculoui in TiUvt 

to Atkad horn his cfaarwt to fly, whkh he might have 4oae fafttr 

by the help ol hk horfet. Thtte thi9g»are bii in aafwerto this s 

Fjift, that Ugnft knowing the pafiioih which Diemed had for.iwiiei^ 

mightfaapetfaBftefareof ftieing'tiidb weald ictard him fimn pur- 

iiuog hia. Mnct^ thafeMMeraisht defigoto lepeefent In thatac* 

tien«fA£c*t^tlmcoBHBoaleieAor<dur,. which diHorbs tfaeun^. 

4ai^Bg to fack n dbegicey ta i»«iiekeinen ahaodoa the fiue^ infant 

to Ate themfehPtt. Aad thentf>that U^m nnght have iJNDfr advaa- 

4igeofiMiwHrf.h^:6iiftMfN ivhichihe^htdreafon to ovifide in. 

Bet Itecy MA«iaf aM another ibittioa, iwhiolik iitil better account 

fcrlhk peAig«i' #Mef^t woM Ik (h^ which 1 btlie««> woU be 

-better mntte cod mm f m }mmm>if^ ' dian hm. fiMmk^ 4fimd$nfimnm 

^iKuHkammt^uMi^^SkUL the IMe 4ritt' he- «ber# iMi^Miw made en 

Wtitf iiw Mi b^hi iM biii|,,mtilih f m<iiMt'Mi|irf>hrtJlni ^^eiiflt 

oUjgiwf i»iiyt»illiihe«dMlMfcipit«tu>aL, One fn«| ijlft«^«^a^>ia» 



^ fiQMMRy' ILIAD. B09K % 

J^ had not Fukan lent celeftial aid. 
He too had funk to dje^h's eternal ihade y ... ■ . jp 

Btttinarmoal^dojid^OiO^iQf fire:.r.' .; * . f 

Preferv'd the Ton in pity 10 the lire. . , ^ ...... : 

Theftef4»«nddi«fiot, toihcaavykd, 
(JbcreasM the rpoifs of gaUant Z>/9mii/. 

Struck \yith amasBe, and fhame, - the Trojan crew 35 
Or flain, or fled, the fons oCDans view ; 
When by the blood-^n'd hand hfyur^vu. preft 
The God of battel^ -and this fpeech addreft. 
r "Stem pow*r of war ! by whom the mi^ty fidl, 
Whaixtfae^ blood, ahd fliake the l6fty Wall ! 4^ 

Let the brave chiefs their gk)^iou9 toils' divide; i : i. 
And whofe the coiiqueft, mighty jT^^ow^oci^err r • ; . 
IWhile we from interdided fields retire. 
Nor tempt the wrath of heaven's avenging Sire. 



«lifhtMig from liit clitriot was not that he couli run faAer on ibot, 
Init thit lie could ib^er efeape by' ipixing ^ththe croud of common 
1fi>Mieft. There is it partioylar en6tly of the fafane nature in the 
book df 7m4sc> ^ 4* V. r5.' whe«e Sifam alighta to fly in the 



'T. 4i6i. tf%9kifhein%lto4.\ It oay ftem foaethinf^ onnatunl, 
-^tatPaBm^ «t m time when ftc it endeavouring to work upon Man 
under the appeanukce^ iH^ievolenoe and kindaeft, Aoold make nie 
^oT teriM whidi fifem lb Ml of Meter icproaches j hot thefe will apu 
fear vcrjr properly an^ fo this warlike Deity. For pcrfona of thii 
ihartial ^toraCter, wbo i^ini e^ity aad rd^fon, carry ^ thi^p 
hr force/ «IC %«ter- ffce fcfrd -t» be celehratcdefar that powtntkah 
Ibdrwrtve. 'Muei iK mifed Id the. aM^uiv>r8» t|iat ia^; the 
OlHiiwui m ftotioMv wiM*««m OMjipleincatad* Sbt excelling in the 
■«ttafraiA» Ikm9dm% thmiom.^ d ml gt m% jwmcekhriited by kii 
Jbttmy qHk tfce liat<f a # l w O % a ni im f »k« i » ^at bcic 
' • . ^ • '. • \ J. . , 



H 
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Her words allty th' impetuous warrior's heat, 4$ 

The God of arms and martial Maid retreat ; 
Removed from fights jOD Xantbus^ fiow^ry boaodt 
They fate, 'and liftenVl to the dying fouods. 

Meantime, the Greekr tiie Trojan race purfae. 
And fome bold chieftain ev'ry leader flew : 50 

Firft 



V. 46. TbeGodofdrmi-andmattialMmdrtlreatJ] The retimt of 

Kirj from the Trojans intimates that courage forfoolc them : It may 
ke fiud then, that Minewa^i abfence from the Greeks will fignify 
that wifdom deferted them alfo. It is true flie doc5 defert them, but 
it is at a time Vrhen there was more occafion for gallant actions 
tlian for wife counfels. Eujiatbius 

V. 49. The Gieeks tbe Trojan race purfue.'] Homer always appears 
very zealous for the honour of Greece, which alone might be a proof 
of his being of that country, againft the opinion of thofc who would 
have him of other nations. 

It is obfer\'ablc through the whole Jli\id, that he endeavours every 
where to repreient the Greeks as fuperior to the Trojans in valour 
V'A the art of war. In the beginning of the third book he defciibes 
the Trojans rushing on to the battel in a barbarous and confufcd 
manner, with loud ihouts and cries, while the Greeks advance in the 
moft profound filence and exa£l order. And in tKe latter part of the 
fourth book, where the two armies march to the engagement, the 
Greeks are animated by Pal/as, while Mars inftigatcs the Trojans, the 
Poet attributing by this plain allegory to the former a well- conducted 
valour, to the latter rafh ftrength and brutal force: So that the 
■r^ilities of each nation are diftinguifhed by the charaiSier^ of the 
Deities who aflift them. But in this place, as Eujiatbius obferves, 
•the Poet being willing to ihcw how much the Greeks excelled their 
eocmies, when they engaged only with their proper force, and when 
each fide was alike deAitute of divine ailiftance, takes occafion to 
remove the Gods out of the battel, and then each- Grecian chief gives 
Agnal inflances of valour fuperior to the Trojans, 

A BioderD Critick obferves, ,that this conftant fuperiority of the 
Grtiksuk the art of war, val<nir, and number, is contradictory to the 
main defign of the poem, which is to make the rettim of Acbilks 
^pear ncicefiary for the prefervation of the Greeks ; but this contra- 
(ii^a vaniibesy when we refle£l, that the affront ^ven Achilles wa« 
tilt occaAon of Jt^iftr'i interwuang in fvi^wt ^ ^iSi* TiwW* 
Vci.II. B N^>*»J^^^x% 
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Fkft 0£usf2S\», ftnd bites the bloody fand. 

His death ennobkd h^'^tHJes" hand.; 

As he to flight his wheeling car addreft. 

The ipeedy jay'lio drove frcmbadc to breafti 

In daft the mighty ifi7iSrs:Mrfi»7.Iajr/ ^^ 

His arms refound, the fpirit wings its way. 

Thy &te was next, O Pho'fius! doomed to feel 
The great Idomeneus* protended ileel ; 
Whom Borus feat (his fon and only ysj) 
Erom frfiitfiil T^arnt to the fields of Itroy. 6# 

The Gretau javlin reached him froai afar, 
tixidk piercM his flioulder as he mounts his car ; 
Back fitmi the car he tanibles to the ground, 
And everlafling ihades his eyes furrou^d. 

. Then dy'd Scamandrim^ expert in the chac^ 65 

In woods and wilds to wound the favage race ; 
"Diana taught him all her fylvan arts. 
To bend the bow, and aim unerring darts : 
But vainly here Diana's arts he tries. 
The fatal lance arrefls him ^ he flies ; 70 



Wherefore the anger of Acbittes wai not pernicious to the Greeh 
purely becaulie it kept him inactive, but becauTe it occafioned Jupiter 
to ami£l thexn in fuVrh a manner, as made it neceflary to appeafe 
^ichi/Iis, in order to render Jupiter propitious. 

V. 63. Back from the car be tumhlci,\ It is in poetry as in paintinf> 
the poilures and attitudes of each figure ought to be different : Hmer 
takes care not to draw two perfons in the fame pofture ; one ia 
tumbled from his oharioty another is flaiii as he afcends it^ a third as 
he endeavours to efcape on foot^ a condu^ which is f very where ob- 
/eryed b/ the PoeC« Eufimbius. 

VtWSL 
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From MenelaSs* arm the weapon fent, 
TW his broad back and heaving bofom went : 
Down finks the warrior with a thond'ring founds 
His brassen armoor rings againft the ground. 

Next artful Phtreclus untimdy fell ; ^5 

Bold MmW fcnt him to the realms of hdL 
Tkjr fathcr*« fkiil, O Pberecius^ was thinc^ 
The graceful fabrick and the fair defign { 
For lovM by Pallas^ Pailas did impart 
To him the fhipwrigbt's and the t>iiilder*s art. 8a 

beneath his hand the fTeet of Parts rofe. 
Hie iatal caufe of all his country *s woes ; 
lot he^ the myftick will of heaven unknown. 
Nor law his country's peril, nor his own. 
Tlie haplefs ardft, while confns'd he fled, 85 

llie fpear of Merion mingled with the dead. 
Tluo' his right hip with forceful fuiy caft. 
Between the bladder and the bone it pail : 



V, 75. Ma* artful Phertclus.] This charaaer of Phtrectus is 
finely imagificd, and prefents a noble moral in an uncommon mzn- 
<». There ran a report, that the Trojam had forincrly received 
Vk oracle ; conmuufiding them to follow hu/bandry, and not apply 
tlKmfelvea to navigation. Homer from hence takes occaHon to 
fagn, that the ihipwright, who prefumed to build the fleet of Pan's 
^ben he took his fatal voyage to Greece, was overtaken by the 
divine veDgfcancc fo long after as in this battel. One may take 
totic^ too in this> as in many other places, of the remarkable dif- 
pofition Homer ihews to Mecbanicks \ he never omits an opportunity 
citber of deicribina a piece of workmanihip> or of celebrating an 
litiftt 
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Prone on his knees he falls with fruitlefs cries. 

And death in lading flurobcr feals his eyes. 90 

From Meges' force the fwift Pedaus fled, 
Antenor's offspring from a foreign bed, 
Whofe gen'rous fpoufe^ T beano, heav'niy fair, 
Nurs'd the young Granger with a mother's care. 

How 



V. 93. fVhofe gen rom fpoufe Thtzno,"] Homer in this remarkably 
pjrfTage commends the fair ^ifetf«»o for bleeding up a baftard of her 
hpfiuind's wiih thfi fame tendernefs as ber own Children. This lady 
wafi a woman of the firft quality, and (as it appears in the fixth Iliad) 
the high Prieftefs of Minerva : So that one cannot imagine the educa- 
tion of this child was impoCed upon her by the authority or power of 
Antenor ; Homer himjfelf takes care to remove any fuch derogatory 
notion, by particularizing the motive of this unufual piece of hu- 
manity to have been to pleafe her hufband, x^P^^^f^^^^ voa-tX S, 
Nor ought wc to lefTen this commendation by thinking the wives of 
thofe times in general were more complaifant than thofe of our own. 
The ftories of Pbeenix, Ctytamneftra, Medea, and many others, ar/e 
plain inftances how highly the keeping of mlftreflfes was refented by 
th#? married ladies. . But there was a difference between the Greeks 
and Afaticki as to their notions of marriage : For it is certain the 
latter allowed plurality of wives j Priam had many lawful ones, and 
fome of them Princefles who brought great dowries. Theano was an 
Afiatick, and that is the moft we can grant j for the fon /he nurfed fo 
caicfuUy was apparently not by a wilr, but by a mift«efs ; and her 
paflions were natuially the fame with thofe of the Grecian women. 
As to the degree of regard then (hewn to the baft.ard.s, they were 
carefully enough educated, though not (like this of Antenor) as the 
lawful iffiie, nor admitted to an equal /JiAre .of inheritance. Mega- 
fenthci and Nicojiratuf were excluded from the inheritance of Sparta^ 
becaufe they were born of bond women, as Paufanias fays. But 
JsftoptolemuSf a natural fon of Aci^illes by J)iiciapiiaf fncceeded in bis 
father's kingdom, pe.hans wi h leCpcft to his mother's quality, who 
was a Pvincefs. Upon the whole, however tl)at matter ftcod. 
Homer was vt ry favi yrable to baftards, and has paid them more ccm- 
pliments than one m his works. If I am not miltaken, UlyJjH 
reckons himfelf one in the Odyjfeii, Agamemnon in the eighth Uiad 
plainly accounts it no difgrace, ^whea charm'd with the noble exploit; 
jcfjroimg TfucetCf aad praiiing mm i& the rapcuie of his heart, he juft 

ihea 
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How vain thofe cares ! when Meges in the rear 95 

Full in his nape infixed the fatal fpear ; 

Swift thro^ his crackling jaws the weapon glides. 

And the cold tongue and grinning teeth divides. 

Then dy'd Hyp/enor, gen'rous and divine, 
Sprung from jhe brave Dolopion\ mighty line, 100 

Who near adorM Scamandtr made abode, 
Prieft of the dream, and honoured as a God. 
On him, amidfl the flying numbers found, 
Buryfyius infli^ a deadly wound i 



then takes occa&on to mention his illegitimacy as a kind of pane- 
gyrick'upon hiim The reader may confulc the paf&ge, v. »S4. of 
the^origjoal, and ?. 333. of the tranHation. From all this I fhould 
sot be aYerfe to believe, that Homer himfelf was a baftard, as Virgil 
was, of which I think this obfenration a better proof, than what is 
faid for it in the common lives of him. 

V. 99* ■ Hypfenor, gen*rous and divine, 

Sprung frvm thi hrave Dolopion*i mighty linef 
JVho near ador'd Scamander made abode \ 
Prieji oftbeftreami and honour'* d as a God. 

From the number of circumftaoces put together here, and in many 
ether pafTages, of the parentage, place of abode, profeHion, and qua- 
lity of the perfons our Author mentions ; I think it is plain he com- 
pofed his Poem from foihe records or traditions of the alliens of the 
times preceding, and complied with the truth of liiftory. Other- 
wife thefe particular defcriptions of genealogies and other minute cir- 
cum^ances would have been an a^e£lation extremely needlefs and 
unreafonable. This cOnfideration will account for feveral things that 
Teem odd or tedious, not to add that one may naturally believe he 
took thefe occafions of paying a compliment to many great men and 
fr«?)?l*ff of his patrons, both i j Crggce and yifia. 
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On his broad fhoulder fell the forceful brand, 105 

Thence glancing downward lopp'd his Jioly hand. 
Which ftain'd with facred blood the blufhing fand. 
Down funk the Pried: the purple hand of death 
ClosM his dim eye, and ^te fupprefs^d his breath. 

Thus toil*d the chiefs, in difF'ring parts engag'd^ 1 1# 
In ev'ry quarter fierce Tydides rag'd. 
Amid the Gretk, amid the Trojan train. 
Rapt thro* the ranks he thunders o'er the ptain^ 
Now here, now there, he darts from place td placc» 
Pours on the rear, or lightens in their face. 115 

Thus from high hills the torrents fwift and flrong 
Peluge whole fields, and fweep Ae trees along, 

Thrtf 



V. 108. Down funk the Prieft."] Homer makes him die upon thr 
cutting ofF his arm, which Is an inftaace of his ft ill ; for the great 
ftux of blood that muft follow fuch a wound, would be the imine* 
diate cauTe of death. 

V* 116. Tbui from high bilh the t or renU fwift and firong,'] This 
whole pafTage (fays Euftathius) is extremely beautiful. It de(cribea 
the hero carry'd by an enthuliaftick valour into the midft of |U8 ene- 
ssies, and fo mingled with their ranks, as if himfelf were a Trpjati* 
And the limile wonderfully illuftratcs this fury, proceeding from an 
uncommon infufion of courage fronx heaven, in refemblin^ it not to 
« conftant river, but a torrent riling from an extraordinary burft of 
rain. This fimile is one of thofe that draws along with it fome fo- 
leign circumftances t We muft not often expe^ from Homer thoic 
minute refemblances in every branch of a comparison, which are the 
pride of modern fimiles* If that which one may call the main a£Hoa 
iof h, or the principal point of likenefs, be preferred ; he a^£b, 
■8 to the reft, rather to preient the mind with a great image, than 
to fix it down to an exUk. one. He is fure to make a fine picture hi 
the whole, without drudging on the under parts; like thofe free 
¥mt»h, who (o4c w«<)ld thM^k) hsd ^i imde here and there a few 



r 
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Tkro* imo*d ousles the ruihuig wav^refoucds, 
O'crwiielins the briilge» and burlb the lofty bounds} 
Tbe yellow hinrefts of the ripen'd year, 120 

And flatted vineyards, one lad wade appear t 
While Jovi de(cends in fluiqr (heets of rain. 
And all the laboun ci Mankind are vain. 

So rag'd Tydidesp boandlefs in his ire. 
Drove armiet back^ and made all Trey retire. 1 2 j 

With grief the * leader of the Lycian band * Pandmrus. 
Saw the -wide wafte of his deftrufUve hand : 
His bended bow agaioft the chief he drew ; 
Swift to the mark the thirfly arrow flew, 
Whofe forky point the hollow breaft-plate tore, 1 30 

Deep in his ihoulder pierc'd, and drank the gore r 
The ruihing flream his brazen armour dy^d. 
While the proud archer thus exulting cry'd. 



fery fignifican^ ftrokes, that give form and fpirit to all the piece. 
For the prelent comparifon^ Virgil in the fecond ^neid has inferteU 
an imitation of it, which I cannot think equal to this, tho* Scaliger 
fiefers yirgir% to all our Author's fimilitudes from rivers put togethcfi 

Ifonjie aggmhus ruptii cum Jpumeus atnnit 
Exiit, opfojitafque evicit gurgite moles, 
Ftrtur in arva furtns cumuloy campofjue per omnet 
Cumjfalnilis armenta trabi t 

Not with fo fierce a rage, the foaming flood 
Jloars when he finds his rapid courfe withilood f 
Bears down the dams with unrcfifted fway, • 
iWid fweeps the cattel and the cots away» Dryden» 
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Hither, ye Trojans^ hither drive your fteeds! 
Lo f by our hand the braved Gndan bleeds. 135 

Not long the deathful dart he can fuftain ; 
Or Phoebus urg*d me x6 che^ fields in vain. 

So fpoke h^ boaflfd } but the winged dart 
Stopt fhort of Hfe^ and mock'd the (hooter's art. 
The wounded chi^ behind his car retired, ^ , 140 

The helping hand of Stbiwtlus required 1 
^wift.Cron his f<at he.le^pM iiponrthe ground,- < \, 
A nd tugg'd th^e \^e$p0O, from the gulking wound 1 1 
When thus th^ Jtipg Ws guiiwlian pow'r addftft, . • 
. The purple current waqd-iiftg o'er hia veft. 145 

O progeny of Jove! unconquer'd maid! 
If e'er iny Godlike f^re deferv^d thy aid. 
If e'er I felt thee in the fighting field ; . ; 
Now, Goddefs, now, thy facred fuccOMr yirM. 
Oh give my lance to reach the Trojan Knight, 15^ 

Whpfe- arrow wounds the chief thou guard'ft in fight; 
And lay the boafler grov'ling on the (hore. 
That vaunts thefe eyes (hall view the light no more. 



V. 139. The dart fiopt fiort cf life.} Hmer fty^ it did not kill 
him } and I am at a lofs why M. Dacier tranflatcs it, fbe tvouni 
was JJi^ht 5 when juft after the arrow is faid to have picrc'd juitt 
thro', and (he herfelf there turns it. Permit Vefpauk ^ outre §n cutrt. 
Had it been fo flight, he would not have needed, the immediate alfi- 
fiance of Mintrvs to reHdre his ufoai vigour, and enable him to con- 
tinue thefight. : ' • 



Thus. 
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Thus prayM l'ydid«$^ and "Mi'her^a heard, 
Kis nerves confirmM, bis languid fpirits chearM; 15$* 
Hcfcek each limb with wonted vigour light; 
His beating bofom claims the promisM fight, 
kbold ((hie cry'd) in tv^rf combate fhine; 
War be thy province, thy pr6te6^ion mine } 
Rnih to the fight, and evVy foe controol ; 160 

Wake each paternal virtue in thy foul : 
Strength fwells thy boiling breaft, infus'd by me, 
kxA all thy Godlike father breathes in thee ! 
Yet more, fronf'mortal mifla I purge thy eyes, 
And fet to view- the warring Deities^ 1 6 ^ 

Thcfc 



V. 164. Trvm mortal mi fill purge ti>y ^ei,'\ This fiftion of B^- 
Ar (fays M. Dacier) is founded upon an nhportaot truth of religion, 
sot unknown to the Pagans*, that God only can open the eyes nf 
men, and enable them to fee what they cannot difcover by their om^ n 
capacity. There are frequent examples of this in the Old Ttftamcnt. 
Ood opens the e)'es of Hagar that fhe might fee the fountain, in 
Geaef, ii. v. 14. Sfe Numb, %i, v. -31; T/w Lord tfen^i the eyes vf 
Balaam, and be ftno the Angel of the Lord ftanding in bis *ivay, and 
hitfword drawn in bis band, A paffage much refembling this of our 
aafnor. yenus in Virgits fecond Mneid performs the lame office to 
JEneiUf and ihews him the Gods vrho were* engaged in the drftruc^ 
tion of *treym 

jt/pice^ ndmque ontftem qua mttU obdu^d tuenti 
MortaUs bebetat vifus tihi, & humida c it cum 

Caligati nubem eripiam ■ ■- — ^ 

Apparent dirdt faciei inimicaque Trcja 
Numina magna Deum, ■ ^ — ■ • 

Mibftn feenns likewife to have imitated this, where he tn^ket Mi>:hae! 
open Adatns eyes to fee the future revolutions of the vTorld, and 
Artttsio^-of hisfotejt/, Mt 11. 

B 5. •~-^^* 
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Thefe fee thoa flmn, tbro* all the (nabaitled plain^ 
l^or rafhiy ftrive where homan force is vain. 
If Fenus mingle in the martial band. 
Her (halt thou wound : So Pallas gives oommaod. 

With that, the blue-ey'd virgia wjog'd ber flight; %%% 
The Hero rufli'd impetuoas to the fight ; 
With tenfold ardour i^ow iftyades t^e plain. 
Wild witk delay, and more enrag'd by p^iiw 
As on the fleecy flocks, when hunger callfi^ 
Amidft the field a brindled lyon faU»; <7$ 

If chance fome ihepberd with a diflant dart 
The favage wound, he roufes at the fixiart^ 
He foams, he roars ; the iliepherd dares hot flay. 
But trembling leaves the fcattVing flocks a prey. 
Heaps fall on heaps ; he bathes with blood the ground, iSo 
Then leaps viAorious o*er the lofty mound. 
Not with lefe fury ftern TyJulcs flew; 
And two brave leaders at an inflant flewt 
jffijnous brcathleis fell, and by his fide 
His ptople^s paftor, good Hypenor, dy *d ; 1 8^ 



' ■ ■ J H<r fur£d with eufkraJU and ry$ 
Ybt viJmaJ neruty fir hi bad much tofoe^ 
Jiadfrm the weUofBfi thrn drtft difiiiPd, 

Tint iifthiguifhing fight of Diomid was given him only for the pre* 
fent occafion, and iervice in which he was employed by PaUiat, For 
w$ 6ad in the fixth book that upon inecu'Q| Claumt, he i» ignetant 
whether tbiat H^o be ^ Mm or a Cod* 

3 A^muf^ 
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J^tfnous' bntiSt the deadly lance recdves, 

Bfeim'''B (houlder his broad faalchion cleaves; 

TMe flain he left ; and fpniBg with noUe rage 

Jkat and Pofyidm to-engage i 

Sons of i^jKr^rieMtttf, who wife a&d old, 190 

Ooold fates forefee, and myftick dreams taiAIii 

The youths retam'd not from the doubtful plahi^ 

And the fad Ather try'd his arts in vain ; 

No myftick dream could make their fates appear, 

Tho* now determined by TyMdes" fpear. 195 

Young Xanibus aext» and Tiown felt his ragt» 
The joy and hope of Plxenops^ feeble age ; 
Vaft was his wealth, and thefe the only heir» 
Of all his labours, and a life of cares. 



T, 194. No mffilck dream,'] This line in the original, Tor$ ytt 
\fX^I*^^^^ ^ yfpA^y ixptytfT* Imipnu contains u puuliog a paflage 
for the coiiftni^on>. as I have met with in Homer, ■ Mofl interpreters 
j«n the negative panicle ^tc with the verb ittfivaro, which may 
receive three difierent meanings : That Rurydamas had not interpre- 
ted the dreamt of hit- children when they went to the wars, or that 
he had foretold them by their dreams they (hould n^i^ return from 
the wars^ or that be ihoald now no more have the fatisFa^ion to in* 
terpret their dreamt at their return t After all, this conftmdlion 
ftems forced, and no way agreeable to the general idiom of the Greek 
lantoage, or to Htmer^n fimple diftion in particular. If we join hk 
Vith SpXOfitiyeKy I think the moil obvious fenfe will be this ; Di<h- 
^d attacks the two fons of Eurydamai an old interpreter of dreams ; 
1^ children not returning, the Prophet fought by his dreams to 
know their fate ; however they fall by the hands of Diomed, This 
iattrpretation feems natural and poetical, and tends to move compa(^ . 
fion, which is almoft conftantly the Jcfign of the Poet, in his frc- . 
^uent ihoit digyeflioas coacerjuof^ the circamiliiace« and relations of 
liyiag pecjTont^ 
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Cold death overtakes them ia thetr bloom'mg, ytsus, ztQ 

And leaves their father^ upay ailing tears;. . . 

To (Irangcfs now defcends bis heapy ,{lor?,. 

The race forgotten, and the pame no more^ ' - .: 

Two fons of Friam.kk^ onediariot ridq;^. ? ^ ; .. 

Glittering ji| fttais, and codihate fide by fide. ' 2Cf 

As when the lordly lyon ftieks his food 

Where grazing heifers range thft lonely wood> 

He leaps smdfk tb^ with- a fvnpu^ bpqiid*, r . ^ ^ > 

Bends theur flrong qeck^^ and- cears^thcm.to.the groutadt. 

So froni their feals the brother: chiefs are torn». ZIQ 

Their ileeds and, chariot to the navy born. 

With deep coecern divine Mneoi view*d 

The foe prevailing, ^ his frieodi- pHpfu,*di, 

Thro* 



V. io«. T9 ^angeri mw^ tk/eendi bit weabby Jf^re.y This is a 
drcumftaoce, than which nothing could be imagined more tragical, 
conildering the character of tbe- father. Hcmer fays the truftees of - 
the remote colUteral relations fei^'d the eftate before his <yes (ac- 
cording to a cu$«m of thofc thnos): which to a oocetou) old map muft 
be the greatefta^miferies. 

V. ii%, i^;Wiae iSneas.] It is here ^W0i bcgiDi to-a£t>.aad if- 
we take a view of the whole EpifodfB ,of- this Hero in Horner^ wheiB' 
he makes but an under- par t» it will appear that fV^]^/^ has kept him: 
perfe6Uy in the fajne. chara£^er. In l\is Poem, .where. he. ihines as the.- 
iirft Hero. His piety and his valour, though hot drawn at fo full a 
length, are marked no lefs in the original -than in the copy. It li 
the manner of Homer to expreis very- Wrongly the chara6ler of each 
of his perfons in the firft fpeech he is made to u^ter in the Poem. 
Tfi this of jVneas there is a great air of piety in tho(e ftrokes, Jsbe. 
fome God who f unifies Ttojfor having ne^kffed his faqnjices f And 
then that fentence. The anger of heaven is terriile. When he is in 
Ganger afterwards, he is faved by the heavenly afliflance of two Dei- 
tj^s it ODCCj and his wounds cured in the holy temple of Fergamut 
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Thro' the thick ftorm of finging fpears he iiies^ 
Exploring Fandanu with, careful eyesv a-i^ 

h length he found Lfca»n^% mighty foo ; . 
^whom the chief of Vtnm^ race begun- 

Where, Vandarus^ are all thy honours nows 
Thy winged arrows and onerring bow. 
Thy inatchleis Jull» thy yet. unrival'd fame« 220 

And boafted gloiy of the Lj^ciau name ?. 



by Latma tnd Diana, As to his Tilour, Ue is fecond bndy to Hct* 
tor, and in perfonal bravery as great in the Gre»k author as in the 
^man. He is made to eiert him(eilf on emergendes of the firft im» 
portance and hazard, rather than on common occafions : He checks 
Diomtd here in- the midft of his fury; in- the thii^eenth book de- 
fends his friend Deipbobui before it was his turn to fight> beinft 
placed in one of the hindmoft ranks (which Homers to take off alt 
ofcje^ions to his yaloqr», telts U8.h»pjen*.d becaiiTe Priam had an ani« 
ftolity to him, tho* he was one of the braveft of the army). He 
i« one of thofe who rpAcue Hedor when he is overthrown by Ajax 
in the fourteenth book. And what alone were fufficient to eAahlifh 
kino a firft-rate Hero, he is the firft that dares refift Aebilin hinv^ 
felf at his return to the fight in all his rage for the lufs of Fatroclus^ 
He indeed avoids encountering two at cnce in the prefent book ; 
and (hews upon the wholea fedate and deliberate courage^ which if not> 
fo gliring as that of fome others, is yet more juil. It is worth con- 
lidtfing bow thoroughly yhgll pcnetjr.^ted. into all thisj. and faw into, 
the "very idea o( Homer-, fo as to extend £(nd call forth the whole 
figure in its full dinxenfions and colours from the il ghteft hints and. 
fketches which were but cafually tou.h'd by Ihmcry and even in 
fbmc poinu twd- where ihey were rather left to be undeHlood, than 
cxprefs'd. And this, by the way, ought to be confidcr'd by thofe. 
criticks who obje£t to yjrgir^ Hero the want of that fort of courage 
^liuch ftrikes us fo much in Homer i AchtlUs, Mneoi was not the 
creature of VirgiT% imagination, but one whom the world was al- 
itady acquainted wiih, and expe^ed to fee continued in the fame 
chara^erj and one who perhaps was chofcn for the Hero of the 
htah Poem, not only as he was the founder of tke Roman empiic, 
bet as this more calm and regular charailcr better agreed with the 
teaaper andu genius of the Poet himfolf. 



J, 
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Oh pierce that momd! ifwemomlcallt 

That wondrous force hf which whok armies 611::; 

Or God incensed, who qiilu the dift^at ikies 

TopuniihTr^feri^^itedfacnfice; .^w 

(Which oh airot from our unhappy ihte F 

For what fo dreidful as celefttal hate ^) 

Whoever he be, propitiate J9V9 with pitiy*r ^ 

If man, dcftroy ; if God, intreat to (pare. 

To him the Lycian^ Whom your eyes behold^ ^}6 
If right I judge, it Diomd die bold. 
Such coarfes whirl ium o'er the dufty Md*,. 
So tow*iB his helmet, and fo flames his ihield; 
if *d8 a God, he wears that Chief's di%uife ; 
Or if that Chief, fbme guardian c^ the fides ^55 

lavolv'd in clouds, proteds him in the fray». 
And turna unfeen the fmiftrate dart away. 
X wing'd an arxow, which not idiy fell>. 
The firoke had iix'd him to the gates of hdl;. 
And, but fome God,, fome angry God wichftands^ 2401 
His fate was due to thefe unerring hands. 

Skilled in the bow, on foot I fought the war». 
Kor jpinM fwift hosfes to the rapid car.. 

Tett 



V- 04*. ^Wi in tht kw, a:c.J We f«c thro' tliis vAuAe diC- 
tl^urfc of Piuniarus the chara^er of a vain-glorious paffionate Prince,, 
who being ikilTd in the ufe of the bow, was highly valued by him- 
£etf and ochos lor ihis eaueUeace} l>»t l^aviog been fuccefslefs in tWa> 

dif&reat 



BbOK V. BOMER^'s ILIAIX 3^ 

Ten pdilhTd ditriots I pofieb^d ait home,. ' 

And ffill they grace LycanCi princcfy domer * . 24^ 

There veilM in ^doui-eeverieti thef ftaad 1 

And twice ten conurftn wait their Lord^fi «*iHHiiA 

The good dd wairior hade me tnift tO'thefir^ 

When firft for 7Vv|r I £ul*d the &cred Teaa I. 

Id fields, aloft, the whirling car to guide, sj^ 

And thro* the rai|k» of death triami^itnt ride. 

Bat vain with yoiith, and yet to- thrift incUn^dt- 

I heard his coiMlfels with unheedfiil mind. 

And thought the fleeds (ypor huge fuppliea ualoifwa} 

Might hjl of forage in the firaitei^'d town : Z$%. 

$0 took my bow ^. potn^d darts in hapd^ 

Aad left the chipuiSts in my n^dve Uad. 



jiSeMnt triab •£ bis ftill, Bt^ iH nis*<l- fnto aii ontngioo* palRo% 
which vents itfelf in vain threats on his guiltieTs bow. Mufiatbina, 
on this padag? relates a flory of a Papblagonian famous like him for 
his archery, whp hij;in^ mifled his aim at Beeeatc4 trials, was f^ 
tranfported by .ag?, that breaking his bow and arrows, he executed 
a more fatal vengeance by hanging himfelf. 

V. ^44. Ten polijh'd chariots.\ Among the many piftures Homer 
gives us of the Implicity of the heroick ages, he mingles f^om time 
to time fome hints of an extraordinary magnificence. We have here 
a Prince who has all thefe chariots for pleafure at one time, with^ 
their particular fets of horfet to ^ach, and the moft fumptoous €o- 
wri]i|9 in their ftables. But vre muft remember that he fpeaks of 
an J^tick Prince, thoie Barbariant living in great luxury. Dacier. 

V. 152. Tet /« thrift ihcSn'd.J 'Tis Euftatkiuii remark, that 
fandarus did this out of avarice, to fave the expence of his horfes» 
1 like. this conjecture, becaufe nothing ieems more judicious, than ta 
1^ a actt»> ^ a ^fidious chara^r a ftrong tinQoie ^f avaricp. 



40 ROMEJL's ILIAJ>, BboitV; 

Too late, O friend ! my rafiinefs I dtplore $ 
Tfaefe fhafts, once fatal, carry death no more. 
^ydeus^ and Airewi' fons their points have found, 26CK 

And uMbflbmbled gore parfa^d the wound, 
tn vain they bled : This unavailing bow 
Serves, not to ilaughter, but provoke the foe; 
}b evil hour thefe bended horns Iftrung, 
And feiz*d th6 quiver where it idly hung. 26 j^ 

CnrsM be the fate that fent me to the field, 
Without a warrior*8 arms, the fpear and ihieldf 
If €tx with life I quit the 7>e^a« plairr, 
SPe^er I fee my Spoufe and Sire again. 
This bow, unfiiithfol to my glorious aims, 270^ 

Broke by my hand,- (hall feed the Uazing. flamesi 

To whom the Leader of the T>ardan race: 
Be calm,, nor Fhcelui^ honoured gift dlfgrace. 
The diftant dart be prais'd, tho* here we need' 
The ruihing chariot, and the bounding fteed^ ' z;^: 



; V. *6l. And undtJfeMid gore fnirfitd fbe ivtund.^ The Greek is* 
ttT^fxe^ etiykot. He fays he is fure it was real blood that follcw'd' 
his arrow J becaufe it was-ancieatly a cuftdm, particul^irly among the' 
Sfartans, to have ornaments and ^gyres of a purple colour on their 
breaft-plates, that the bl. od they loft might not be feen by the 
ibldiers, and tend to thcirdifcouragemen-. Plutarch in his Jnftit.' 
hacon, takes notice of this point of antiquity, and I wonder it efcap*d 
Madam Dacier in her tranflation. 

V. 273. Nor Pheebus' honour'' d gift dlfgrace."} For Hofner te!Is us" 
in. the fecond book, v. J34. of the catalogue, that the bowsmd fliafif'* 
9ijip4ndarus were given him by ^jwIU* 



A^ltvft-^ 
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Againft yon' Hero let us bend oar courfe, 

And, hand to hand, encounter force with force. 

Now mount my- feat, and from the chariot's hefght 

Obfcrve my father's fleeds, renown'd in fight ; 

Pra£Us'd alike , to torn, to (lop, to chace, 280 

To dare the (hock, or urge the rapid race : 

Secure with thefe, thro' fighting fields we go. 

Or fafc:to Tr»jf, if Jove bM the foe. 

Hafte, feize the whip, and fnatch the guiding rein : . 

The warrior's fury )et this arm fuftasn ; 285 

Or if to combate thy bold heart incline. 

Take thoa the fpear, the chariot's care be mme, 

O Prince ! (l^caM't valiant fon reply'd) 
As thine the fleeds» be thine the talk to guide* 
The horfespra^s'd. to their LofdVcooiinandy > i 290 
Shall bear the rein,., and anfwcr to thy hand. 
Bat if unhappy^ we defert the fight. 
Thy voice alone tai> animate their flight : 
Elfe (hall our fat<}s be nymber'd with the dead, . . 

And thefe, the victor's prize, in triumph ledt , 29^5 



y. aS4. Hafie, fehte the wbif, &c.] Homer meant not here, that 
ene of the Heroes ihould alight or defccnd from the chariot, but 
only that he fliould quit the reins to the management of the othei, 
and ftand on foot upon the chariot to fight from thence. As one 
might ufe the expre0ion, U defiend from the fi>ipy to fignify to quit 
the helm or oar, in order to take up arms. This is the note of 
Eujiatbiusy by which it appears that moft of the tranflators are mi* 
fiaken la the feafie of this pafTage,. and among the reft Mr. Hobbeu 
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Thitie be the guidance then : With fpear and (hield 
Myfelf will clvu'ge this tenor of the field. 

And now both Heroes mount the glittering car ; 
The bounding coorfers ra(h amidft the war. 
Their fierce approach bold Sthenebii efpy'd^ 501 

Who thus, a]ar2n*d, to great Tydidts cry'd. 

O Friend I two chiefs of force immenfe I fee. 
Dreadful they come,^ and bend their rage on thee; 
Lo the bnve heir of old LyeaotCt line, 
And great JEtuas ^ng from laee divtoe! ^ 

Enough is giv^n to fame. Afcend thy car; 
And fiiveatife, the bulwark of oar war. 

At this the Hero caft a gloomy look^ 
Fix'd on the ckief with fcdm, and dins he fpoke. 

MedoftthoabidtoOiBfithecomitogfight? ^v 

Me would'ft thote inovc to bafe, ingltMibus flSj^ht ? 
Know, *tis not honeftin my foul to iei^^ 
Nor was ^ydides bom to tremble here. 
I hate the combrous chariot^s flow advance, 
And the long 4iftftnce of the ftying lance; jr 

But while my nerves are ftrong, my force intire. 
Thus ftont the foe, and emulate my Sire. 
Kor fliall yon' fleeds that fierce to fight convey 
7hofe threatfting heroei, baur them both away ; 
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Onecbief at leaft beneath this aim (hall dici 390 

So Polks tells me, and forbids to fly. 

fiatx£ihe dooms, and if no God witbi&mdy 

That both (hall fall by one vi£U)rtous hand ; 

TBen heed my words : My horfes here detain^ 

FixM to the charbt by the (Iraiten'd rein 1 3a j 

Swift to jEaeas* empty feat proceed, 

^nd feize the courfers of aecherial breed* 



V. 3ao. Otitdmfitt Uo/t BmeaA tSit smJM!Jh,J It it die 
Bianjier of our aathor to make his perfont have feme intunation from 
within, eithar ^. profperoui or adverfe fortvne, before it happens to 
them. In the prefent inftance, we have feen ^neai, aftoni/h*d at 
the great exploits of Dimmd^ propofing to himfelf the means of fait 
efcape by the fwiftnefs of his .horfes, before be advances to encoun* 
ter hin. On the other hand, Dkmed Is fo filled with afTurance, 
that he gives orders here to Stbcntkt to feiae thofe hories, before they 
come up to him. The oppofition of thefe two (as Madam Dacier 
\fL& reoi!ark*d) is vcr^ obiervable. 

V, 317. The courfen of atherial hreedC\ We hare already obfenred 
the great delight Bimtr takts in horfes, as well as heroes, of celtftidl 
ace : And if he has been thought too fond of the genealogies of fome 
•f bis warriors, in relating them even in a battel $ we find him here 
as willixig to trace that of his hories in the fame circumftance. 
'Thefe wore of that breed ^\a^Ju^tter beltowed u|K)n 7>«x, and far 
ibperior to the common ftrain of 7rc^ horfes. So that (acooeding 
to Euftatbiut^i opinion) the tranflators ace miftaken who turn 
TptSioi tTnrot, the Trojan borjes, in v. ^^z, of the original, where 
jEneas extols their qualities to Patidarus. The fame author taket 
notice, that frauds in the cafe of horfes have been thought excufable 
in all times, and commends ^ncbifes for this piece of theft, i^rgii 
was fo well pleafed with it, as to imitate this paffage in the feveath 

jihfenti Mnea curruwy gemindjjjue jugaUi 
Semi/u ok atbereg, fptrantes naribus ignm, 
librum de genu, patri quos diedala Curct 
Suppofitd de PMtre notboifurata cnavit» 
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The race of thofe^ which once the thundering God 

For ravifh'd Ganymede on Tros bellow'd. 

The beil that e'er on earth's broad furface run, 3 

Beneath the rifitig or the fecting fun. 

Hence great Anchifa ftde a breed, unknown. 

By. mortal Mares, from fierce LaomeJon : 

Four of this race his ample (lalli contain, 

And two tranfport JEnea$ o*er the plaio. 3 

Thefe, were the rich immortal prize our own, 

Thro* the wide world Ihould make our glory known. 

Thus while they fpoke, the foe came furioas on. 
And ftern Ljcaon'% warlike race begun. 

Prince, thoa art met. Tho* late in vain aflaiPd, 3 
The fpear may enter where the arrow £iil'd. 

He faid,. then fhook the pondVous lance, and flung, 
On his broad fhield the founding weapon rung, 
PiercM the tough orb, and in his cuirafs hung. 
He bleeds! the pride of CJf^^c^/ (the boaller cries) 3 
Our triampfa now, the mighty warrior lies ! 
Ji^iftaken vaunter I Diomcd rci^fd ; 
Thy dart haa errM, and now my fpear be try'd : 
Vc *fcape not both ; one, headlong from his car. 
With hofUle blood fhall glut the God of War. t 

He fpoke, and rifing hurPd his forceful dart, 
Which driven by PaUas, plerc'd a vital part i 



BooicV. HOMER'S ILIAD. 4^ 

Fall in his face it enter 'd, dnd betwixt 

Thcnofe and eyeball the proud Lycian fix't ; 

CrafbM all bis jaws, and clefc the tongue within, 35^ 

'till the bright point looked out beneath the chin. 

Headlong be falls, his helmet knocks the ground ; 

Earth groans beneath him, and his arms reibund ; 

The darting courfers tremble with affright ; 

Theibal indignant feeks the realms of night. 360 

To guard his flaughter'd friend, jEneas flies. 
His fpear extending where the carcafb lies ; 

Watchful 



V. 353, Full in bh face it enter d,^ It has been a/k«d, how 
Diomea being on foot, could naturally be fuppofed to give fuch a 
wound as is defcribcd here. Were it never fo improbable, ^he ex- 
prefs mention that Minerva condu€led the javelin to that part, 
would render this pafTage unexceptionable. But v^ithout having re- 
courfe to a miracle, fuch a wound might be received by Pandarus, 
either if he ftoo^ed, or if his enemy took the advantage of a riiing 
ground, by which means he might not impoflibly ftand higher, tho' 
the other were in a chariot. This is the folution given by the an- 
cient Sciyolia, which is confirmed by the lownefs of the chariots, 
obfcrved in the £J/ay •«-Homer*« Batteh, 

V. 361. To^uard his Jlaughter'd friend iEneas JHes.l This pro- 
tefting of the dead body was not only an office oi piety agrecab'e to 
the charafter ^i Mnecs In particular, but looked upon as a matter of 
great importance in thofe times. It was bel.cved that the very foul 
of the deceafed fuffercd by the body's remaining deft:tute of the rites 
of fepulturc, as not being elfe admitted to pafs tbe waters of ^tyx. 
See what Patroclui% ghoft fays to ^hilles in the a 3d Iliad, 

H^e omnh, quam certiis, inofi, inkymataque turba eft \ 
Ptrtiter iUe, Charon j hi, quot I'ehit unda, fefulti. 
Nee ripas datur horrntdas & rauca fluetita 
7rarJportare prius, quant fedihus oj/a -quieruut, 
• Centum errant annos, volitantque bac iitora circum, 

Virg. ^n. 6. 
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Watchful he wheels, iproteds it ev^iy way. 

As the grim 1/oir ftalks around his prey. 

CTer the falTn tmnk his ample fhldd diffday^d, 365 

He hides the Hero with his mighty /hade, 

And threats aloud : The Greeks with longing eyea^ 

Behold at dtfiance, but forbear the prize. 

Then fierce 7ydUes fioops ; and from the fields 

Heav'd with vaft fbnce, a rocky fragment wields. 37a 

Not two ftrong men th^ enormous weight could raife, 

Such men as live in thefe degen*rate days. 

He 



'Whoever confiden this, will not be farprized «t thofe long and ob* 
ftinate combates for the bodies of the heroes, fo frequent in the 
Xfir^. Homer thought it of fuch weighty that be has put this cir* 
cumftance of want' of burial into the frop^i9n at the beginning of 
the Poem, as one of the chief misfortunes that befel the Greeks, 

Yf 371. Not tno JhoMg iHen^J This opinion of a degeneracy of 
haman fice and ftrength in the piocefs of 9ges has been very genend* 
lAKretiiti, lih, 2. 

Jmtque ade» froBg, tfi atas, tfietofue teUttt 
yix amnutlia par-va creat, fiut cunffa ereavit 
Sgeclgf deditfue ferarum ingentia corpora partu* 

The a£ltve iife and temperance of the firft men, before their Ba<^ 
tive powers were prejudiced by luxury, may be fuppofed to have given 
them this advantage. Celfia in his firft book obferves, that Homer 
mentions no Ibrt of difcafes in the old heroick times but what 
were immediately infUAed by heaven, as if their temperance and 
exercife preferved them from all befides. Virgil imitates this paiTage 
with a farther allowance of the decay, in proportion to the difbncc 
of his time from that of Horned, For he fays it was an attempt that 
exceeded the ftrength of twel-oe men, inftead of two* 

■ Saxum areumfpicit iwgem 
Fix iUud Uffi Hi fex tervice Juki rent, 
^ualia mnc bmtmm prtducit cfrpfr« teUuf% 
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fwang it round j and gath 'ring ftrcngth to throw, 

charged the ponderous ruin at the foe. 

lere to the hip th* inferted thigh unites, 9y^ 

\ on the bone the pointed marble lights : 

ro* both the tendons broke the ragged ftone, 

i (hipped the ikin, and crack'd the folid bone. 

k on his knees, and ilagg*ring with his paini^ 

Ailing h»Ik Jiii bended. arm Mainsj ^%^ 

: in a dizz3^niift the warrior lies.| 

idden cloud comes fwimmitig o*er his eytB^ 

re the brave chief whp mighty nand!>ers fway'd^ 

ve&M had fttolc to death's eternal (hade s 

heavenly Venus^ mindfid of thek^ve. ^8e 

bore Ancbifes iq th* Id^^n grove, 

duiger views with anguiih and deTpair^ 

i guards her offspring with a OK^r's care. 

ut her much lovM Ton her arms fhe throws, 

arms whofe whitenefs match the falling fnows. 290 

en*d from the foe behind her fhining veil, 

: fwords wave harmleis, and the jav*lins fail : 

MtihuM made an agreeable ufe of this thought in hit fourteenth 

Nam genus hoc vivo jam decrefcebat Homero, 
VCerra tmlos homines nunc educate atfue pufilhs* 
391. Scretndfrmn the foe behind her Jhining veiL"^ Bm«r fays^ 
pread her veil that it might be a defence againft the darts* 
comes it then afterwards to he pierced through, when yemts is 
ided? It is manifeft the veil was not impenecrabie, and is faid 
t« be a defence only as it rendered ^neas tnvifihle» by being 
pofcd; This i; xh% obfervntion of Eufiathiux^ an4 Hi%» .^>V^ 
KHefiai to be negk^d ia the trao(Ution» 
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Safe thro* the ruihing boxfe, and feathered flight . 
Of founding (hafts, fhe bear^ him from the iight. 
. Nor ^/i&^ff^/v/y with. ooaiMinghandsy 395 

RemainM unheedfal of his Lord's commands : . . 
His panting fteeds, removed from out the war. 
He fix'd with ilraiten'd traces to the car. . . 

Next ruihing to the Z>^^<fff fpoil, detains 
The h^av'nly courfers with the flowing manes : .. 409^ 
Thefe in proud triumph ta the fleet conveyed. 
No longer now a Trojisn Lord obeyed, ' 
That charge to bold DitfyUu hfe gave, 
(Whom moft he Ibv'd, as brave men love the brave) 
Thep mounting on the car, refumM the rein," 405 

And follow'd where 7ydides fwept the plain. 

Meanwhile (his conqneft ravifli'd from his eyes) 
The raging chief in chace of Fenus flics : 

No 



V. 403. To botd Peipylus ' Whom mhft h^ /rwV.] Sfbeadui 
(fays M. Daci'rJ loved Dei'fiy/uSf parce quil m)oit la mcfme bumeur qae 
luy, ta mcme JagrJ/e, The words in the original are vt% oI ^^i^xf 
ufTicc f,CYi. Bccaufc kis mind 'zcas equal and confentaneous to his own, 
"Whicli I fliould rather tranilate, wiih regard to the charadtcr of 
Stbenclus, that he had the fame bravery^ than the fame 'uufJom. For 
that Sttenelus was not remarkable tor wiCdoin, appears from many 
pafTages, and particularly from his fpcech to jigamemnon in the fourth 
book, upon which fee Pfutarch^s renoark; v. 456. 

V. 408. The chief in chace cf Venus //'«.] We have (een with 
what eafe f^emts takes Paris out of the battel in the third book, when 
his life was in danger from Mcr elans ; but here when /he has a charge 
of more importance and nearer concern, fhe is not able to prcferve 
hcrfclf or her fon fiom the fury of Dimed, The difference of fuc- 
cefi la twQ Mempi9 fo like each other, ia •ccaOoncd by that pene* 
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No Ooddds (he commiiHonM to the field. 

Like Palias dreadful with her fable fhicld, 4 i o 

Or fierce Bellona thand'ring at the wall. 

While flames afcend» and mighty ruins fall : 

He knew foft oombates fuit the tender dam^ 

New to the fieU> and ftill a foe to fiime. 

Thro* bttakiog ranks his furious courfe he bend^, 415 

And at the Goddefs his broad lance extends i 

Thro* her bright veil the daring weapon drove> 

Th* amfarofiai veil, which all the graces woves 

Her fnowy hand the razing flee! pro£in'd. 

And the tranfparent ikin with crimfon Ilain'd. 420 



tratkin of figKt with which Paftat had endued her favourite. Fof 
the Gods in their intercouri'e with men arc not ordinarily fecn, but 
when they pleafe to render themfelvcs vifible; wherefore f^cnui 
Blight think herfelf and her fon fecure from the infolence of this 
daring mortal ; but was in this deceived, being ignorant of that h- 
cuUy> wherewith the hero was enabled to diftinguiih Gods as well as 
Xnen. 

V. 419. Her fnowy band the raxi'pg fteel itrofan^d.'] Plutarch in 
his SympofiackSy L 9. tells us, that Maximum tne Rhetorician^ proposed 
this far-fctchM qoeftion at a banquet, On whrch of her handt Venus 
tu:ai wounded ? and that Zopyrion anfwered it by afliing, On which of 
hit tegs Philip was Iftme ? But Maximus replied. It was a different 
cafe : For Demcftbenei left no foundation to guefs at the one, whereas 
Homer gives a lolution of the other, in faying that Diomed throwing 
his fpear acrofsy woimded her wriftt fo that it was her right hand he 
hurt, her left being opposite to his right. He adds another humorous 
reafon from Pallas^ reproaching her afterwards, as having got this 
wound while ihe was ftroking and foliciting fome Gretian Lady, and 
unbudkling her zone ; An aSJon (fays this Philofopher) in which no 
9nc would make ufe of the left hand* 
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From the dear vein a dream immortal flowed, 
Su(db ftream as UTues from a wounded God : 

Pprc 



V. 4*2. Suebjiream at ijfues from a wounded God.l This is one of 
tbofe pafTages in Homer, which have given occafion to that famous 
ccnfure of Tulh and Lottgittus, That he maka Gods of his heroes, ami 
mortals of bis Gods* Ths, taken in a general fenfe^ appeared th« 
higheft impiety to Plato and Pythagoras ; one of whom has baniflied 
i^MT from his commonwealth, and the other faid he was tortured 
in hell, for fi£tions of this nature. But if a due diitiadion be made 
«f a difierence among beings fuperior to mankind, which both the 
Pagans and Chriftians have allowed, the fables may be eafily accoomed 
for. Wounds inJliSied on the dragon, hruifng the ferpentU bead, and 
other fuch metaphorical* images, are confecrated in holy writ, and 
applied to angelical and incorpoceal natures. But in our Author*! 
days they had a notion of Gods that were corporeal, to whom they 
f fcribed bodies, though of a more fubtil kind than thoie of mor- ' 
tsds. So in this very place he fuppofes them to have blood, but 
^lood of a finer or fuperior nature. Notwithftanding the foregoing 
cenfures, Milton has not fcrupled to imitate and apply this to angels 
in the chriftian fyftem, when Satan is wounded by Michael in 1^ 
fixth bopk, V, 317. 



-Thm Sitatnfrfl knew pain. 



Jind writhed him to and fro convolved ; fo fore 

Uhat griding ftvord with difcontinuous wound 

Pafsd thro* him j but th^ Mtberial fubftance Md, 

Not kng Svifble, and fnm the ga/b 

A fir cam of ne&arous bumostr ijfuing flowed, 

Sanguin, fuch as eeleftial fpirits may blee d < 

Yet foon be heatd, for fpirits that live throughout. 

Vital in evry part, not as frail man 

Jn entrails, head or heart, li<ver or reins, 

Cannot but by annihilating die, 

Ariftet, tap, a6. Art, Poet, excufcs Homer for following fame and 
)f)Dmmon opinion in his account of the Gods, tbo* no way agreeable 
to truth. The religion of thofc times taught no othfr notions of 
the Deity, than that the Gods tveic beings of human forms and 
pajnons, fo that any but a real Anthropomorphite would probably have 
/u/2^ amojig the iuicien( Greeks for an impious heretick ; They thought 
$ their 
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Pure Emanation! iincoiT.ttpted flood ; 

Unlike our grofs, dHcas*d, terreftrial blood : 

(For not the bread of man their life faftaim, 425 

N(^ wines inflaming juice fnpplies their veins.) 



tlidr icCgon, which worfhipped the Gods in itnagei of homan Aaf e, 
was miuhxnore xt&Boi and rational than that of ^|^ and other* 
mtionsy who adored them in animal or monftrous tornu. And 
certainly Gods of hamm ihape cannot jvftljr be efteemed or defcribcd 
othcrwiicy than as a celeftial race, fuperior only to mortal men by 
greater aUlities, and a more extenfive degree of wilBom and ftrength, 
fabjeA however to the neceflary inconveniencies confequent to cor^ 0- 
real beings. Gctro^ in his book de Nat. Dear, urges this confequence 
ftrongly againft the Epiatreantf who though they depofed the Gcds- 
fron^ any plywer in creating or governing the world, yet maintained 
their exiftence in human forms. N9h ettim fetnitn fuam muita vkh 
JufctpienJa funt, Ji imtetravcritit ut coticedamus eatulem effe bomimtm 9^ 
Deorum figttram\ «man ailtiu & curaii^ €9rfmi trie esdam mdhibenda 
Deo qua adbthetwr bomtni, iugreffut, atrfits, accubatio, inclination feffio, 
cuHprd)ettfi»f ad e x i ret i mm etiam ferm^ Q3t 9rati$, Nam fkod & mdra 
Deoi & fetmtnas ejfe dicitis, quid Jequatur videtiu 

This particular of the wounding of yhuis feems to be a fifticn of 
Homer* s own brain, naturally deducible iirom the doctrine of corpo- 
real Gods abovementioned ; and confidered as poetry, no way Shock- 
ing. Yet our Author, as if he had forelcen fome objcAion, has 
very artfully inferted a juftification of this bold flroke, in the ipeech 
Diotse foon after makes to ytnus. For as it was natural to comfort 
her daughter, by putting her in mirid that many other Deities had 
received as ill treatment from moitals by the permiflion of Jupiter 5 
Co it was of great ufe to the Poet, to enumerate thofe ancient fables 
to the fame purpofe, which being then generally aiTented to, might 
obtain credit for his own. This fine remark belongs to Euftathim^ 

V. 424. Unlike our grofs, difeas'd, terreftrial blo0d, &c.] The 
opinion of .the incormpiibiiity of celeftial matter fecms to have been 
received in the time of Homer, For he makes the imortalility of 
the Gods to -depend upon the incorruptible nature of the nutiiment 
hy which they are fuftained^ as the mortality of men to proceed. 
from the coiruptible materials of which they are made, and by 
which they are nouriflied. We have feveral inftances in him from 
whence this ma^ be inferred, as when Diomed queftions G/aucus, if 
he be a God or mortal, he adds. One who is fufiained hy the fruits «/ 
the €anb» Lib. 6» v. 175. 
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With tender fhrieks tHe Goddc&^ird thti jdacc^ 

And drapt her: oj&pring from, her weak embrace. 

Him Phoebus took : He calls a doud aroond 

The fainting chiefs and wards the mortal wqnod. ^j^ 

Then with a voke that fhook the vaulted Ikies, 
The Xing infults the Goddefs as ihe £ies. 
Ill wkh 7<Kv*8^ai}ghter bloody fights agree^ 
Tte fieid fOf contiate is no fceae for thee : 
Go» let tby .own fi>ft fex employ thy cace^ 4f ; 

Go lull the coward* or delude the fair. 
Tliught by thb flroke, rcnpance the war^s alartos^i 
And ktm to tronble at the name of arihs. 

Ty£Jtj thii8« The Godde(s feiz'd with dread^ 
Confas^d, diftra^ed, from the conQkl fled, 440 

To aid her, fwifc Che winged /r/V fbw. 
Wrapt m a mift djove the watring crew. 
The Queen of Lost with Med charms (he fouftd^ 
Pale was her cheek, and livid look'd the wound. 
To Mars, who (ate remote, they bent their way ; 44$ 
Par on the left, with clouds involv'd he lay j 
Befide him fbod his lante, didain'd with gore. 
And, rein*d with gold, his foaming fleeds before. 
Ix>w at his knee (he begg'd, with (breaming eyes» 
Her brother's car, to mount the dillant ikies» 450 

V. 449. Lew at lis hate foe he^dS\ All the fornaer EwgSjb 

tf^uiflatoTS make ity Jbifc/i ett har knus, an overii^t orcafiOntd ij 

the vnat of a competent knowledge in antiq«itK& ^wUhout vrincii 

no mns atn tolerably underftand this Authot.^ For the cuftom of 

pnjit^ on the koees was unknown to x^t Grecki> mw^ v& ^ <»\\^ 

SJnosjg the H(hrc%iff. KxA 
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And (hcw'd the wound bjr fierce Tydides giv'h, 

A mortal man who dares eiKX>anter faeaT'ii. 

Stern Mars attentive hears the Qoeen complaifi^ 

And to her hand commits the golden rein ; 

She mounts the feat opprefi'd with fllent woe, 455 

i)rlv'n by the Goddefs of the painted bow. 

The lafh refounds, the rapid chariot flies. 

And in a moment fcales the lofty fkies. 

There ftoppki the car, and there the coarfen Hood, 

Fed by fair Iris with ambrofial food, 460 

Sefore her mother Lore^s bright Qaeen-* appears. 

Overwhelmed with angdifh and diflblv'd in team 

She raisM her in her arms^ beheld her bleed. 

And afc'd, what God had wrought this guilty deed f 

. TiMm fhe; Tfaii infalt from no God I found, 465; 

An impious mortal gave the daring wound I 

Bekold the detd of haughty Dhmeif 

•Twas in the fon's defence the mother bled. 

The war \^tk Tr^y no more the Gncians wage ;. 

But with the G^ (th* immorbi! Cods) engage. 470 

Dime then. Thy wrongs whh patience bear. 
And ihare thofe grie^ inferior pow'rs mu& fliare : 



V. 471. A94 fi^e tkojt gfiefi infmvr fvw^n mtfi Jbare.] Th« 
WQtd irftrior is added by the tranOi^tory to cipeii the &Skxn£X\on Ho* 
mir «uL(s between tb( PWkiity itfeif, whk:h £e i^fK^kmM iiopa^bic. 
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Unnumbered woes mankind from as fuftain^ 

And men with woes afflid the Gods again. 

The mighty Mars in mprtal fetters boiind^ ^^j 

And lodg'd in brazen dangeons under ground. 

Full thirteen moons impnibn'd roar'd in vain i 

Ottts and Ephialtes held the chain: 

Perhaps had perifliM ; had not Hermes' care 

Reflor'd the groaning God to upper air. ,. . 480 

Gteat Juno^^ felf has born her weight of pain, 

Th* imperial partner of the faeav^nly reign « 

JmpbytriofC^ fon infixed the deadly dart. 

And fill'd with anguiih her immortal heart. 



V. 475. Ti&f mighty Mars, ^r.] Homer In thcfe fablet^ as upon 

many other occalions^ makes a greal fhow of his theological learn- 
iog, which was the manner of all the Gntki who had travelled into 
JEgy^t. Thofe who would fee thefe allegories explained at large, 
ma> confuk Euflatbiui on this place. Virgil fpeaks much in the 
iame figure, when he' defcribes the happy peace with which Augitfiut 
had bleft the world : 



^Furor impiui intus 



Santa Jeiem fuper arma, & centum vittfftfs denit 
Poft tergum ttodiSf Jremit borrijui ore cruento, 

V. 479. Perhaps had periJh^dJ\ Some of Homer\ cenfurers bare . 
inferred from this pafTage, that the Poet reprefents his Gods fubjed 
to death ; when nothing but great mifery is here defcrib«d. It it 
a common way of fpeech to ufe perdition and dcftru£tion for mif- 
fortune : The language of fcripture calk eternal punifliment periling 
everlaftingly. There is a remarkable paflage to this purpofe in Taa- 
nUi An. 6. which very livelily reprefents the miferable ftate df a 
diftn€ted tyrant : It is the beginning of a Letter from Hberim to the 
Senate: S^id JerAem vohis, P.C, aut ptomodo friham, out fuid 
mnino non finiam hoe tempore, i>u mi thei fm pejiu fcrdant fMbu 
pcnrefmeubfjmdofjijtk* 
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Ev'n hell's grim King AlcUes* power confcft, 4^? j 

The fhafc found entrance in his iron bread ; 

To Jove's high palace for a cure he fled, 

Pierc'd in his own dominions of the dead ; 

Where Paon fprinkling hcav'nly balm around, 

AfTuagM the glowing pangs, and clos'd the wound. 49a 

Ka(h, impious man f to (lain the bled abodes. 

And drench his arrows in the blood of Gods ! 

But thou (t^o'' Pallas urgM thy frantic deed) 
Whofe fpear ill-^ed makes a Goddefs bleed. 
Know thou, whoe'er with heav'niy pow'r contends, 49; 
Short is his date, and foon hit glory ends ; 
From fields of death when late he (hall retire. 
No infant on his knees (hall call him Sire. 
Strong as thou art, fome God may yet be found. 
To ftretch thee pale and gafping on the ground ; 500 

Thy 



V. 498. No tn/ani en his Inea Jkttf call htm Sire,'] Thi« is Homer' % 
manner of foretelling that he mall periih unfortunately in battel, 
which is infinitely a more artful way of conveying that thoughc 
than by a dire^ expreillon. He does not Amply fay, he (hall never 
return from the war, but intimates as much by defcribing the loiV 
of the moft fenfible and a(Fe€^ing pleafure that a warrior can re- 
cdve at his return. Of the like nature ia the prophecy at the end 
•f th*8 fpeech of the hero*s death, by reprefcnting it in a dream 
•of bis wife's.- There are many fine ftrokes of this kind in the 
prophetical parts of the Old Teilament Nothing is more natvual 
than Didm*t forming thefe images of revenge upon Diomed, the hope 
•f which veagflanor was (o proper a topick of coniblation to yems. 

V. 500. T$fintcb tbeepaky &c.] yirgii has taken notice of this 
-thnBtmog dyninciation o/.vtngeance, though fulfilled in a different 
manner, where Diomei in his anfwtv to the EaobafiUor of K.. Laximt 

C4- «Ttf\tCA\'\\ta^| 
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Thy difiaat wife, JS^ale iht fzk. 

Starting from fleep with a diibafled air. 

Shall rouze thy flaves, aod her loft Lord deplore, ' 

The brave» the great* the glorious now no moi^ I 

This faid» (he wipM from Femis wounded palm 50$ 
The facred Icbor^ and iofusM the balm. 
Juno and Pallas with a fdiile furvey'd. 
And thus to Jove began the bKie-ey*d maid. 

Permit thy daughter, gracious Jove to teil 
How this mifchance the Cyprian Qucoa befeL 5 \^ 



enutnerttes his misfortunes^ and iinputei tht ctuOi of tbem Vt tllSt. 
imptous attempt upon Venus, Mwjd, lib, z x. 

Jnvidijfe Deos patriis ut redditus orit 
Conjttgium optatum & pukhram Cafydona nfideremf 
None etiam borribili vifu portents fiquuntmr t 
Et focii amiffi petieruttt ^ quota ptnnu : 
Fhiminibufque vagantur aves (beu dira mieortm 
Supplicia !) & fcopulos lacrymojii vocibui impkni* 
JJac ad^ ex illo mibi jam fperanda fuerunt 
Tempore^ cum ftrro coekftia corpora demeus 
Appetii, & Fentrii 'violavi vulture dextrtm, 

V. 501. Tby dijlant wife.} The Poet feems here to ^omi>l#i»MH> 
the fair fcx at the expencc of truth, by concealing the cbarader 0^ 
JEgia/e, whrm he hat defcrlbed with the difpofition of a faithfaft* 
wife ; tho' the hiftory of thofe times reprcfents her as an abandoMd 
, proftkute, who gave up her own perfon and her huflMmd^s crown t». 
1^ lover. So that Diomed at his return from Trey, when hecxpeAei 
to be received with all the icndernefs of a loving fpovfe, fo«iA4 hit 
bed and throne poflefied by an adulterer, was forced to fty hb covntry, 
and feek refuge and fubfiilcncc in foreign lands, 'i'hus the offisAde^ 
Goddefs executed her vengeance by the proper efte£l8 of her oWA: 
power^ by involving the hero in a feri^ of nusfortunea pfOceadASf 
from tkif iacoi2Cipc2)ce of his %>ft» 
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As hue (he tried with paffioa to inflaiw 

Tilt tender bofom of a Gndam dwe, 

Allar'd the Cmx with moun^ thought* of yxfp ^ 

To quit her counuy for ibme youth of Tn^i 

The dafping Zoiie» with gdde a bucklei boand, 5 1 5 

RazM her foft hand with this ]aiacnted wound. 

The Sure of Godf and men iuperior {aul>d^ 

And, calling r«nK/» thui addreft his cbiid. 

Not 



V. 517. The Sire »f Cods and men fvfenw ImVi^ One mty ob - 
ftrve the decormn aod decency our Author conftantly ^fervcs on 
this occafion : Jupiter only jmiUii the other Gods laugh out. That 
Rmmr was no enemy <o mirth nuiy appear from fiMrcrai.f laces of his 
poem ; which fo ferious as it is, it incerfpersM with many gayeties, 
indeed more than he has been -followed in by the fucceeding Epic Poets. 
MiboHy who was perhaps 1 foodtr of him tham the reft, hm given 
moil into the hidlcrous; of which his faradije of fools In the third 
book> and his jeJUwg at^ls in th« (ixth, are extraordinary inftance? . 
Upon the confufion of Babel^ he fays there was great laughter in 
heaven : as Homtr calls the laughter of die Gods in the firft boolc 
ac-0iroi 7/^4^ an inexungvifbable laugh : But ^e Scripture might 
fexhaps embolden the BngHJb Poet, Which fays, The Lord Jball laugh 
tbtm to /com, and the likZ Pifto is vc^ BAgry at Homer for makinf^ 
the Deities laugh, as a high indecency and offence to gravity. He 
faya the Gods }si tmt Author reprefent magiftratet and perfons lA 
authority, and are defigned as examples to fuch : On this fuppofition, 
he blames him for propofing Immoderate laughter^ as a thing decent 
in great men< I forget to take notice in its proper place, that the 
epithet inextinguiJbabU is not to be taken literally for diilblute or 
cesUeiels mi^h, but was only a phrafe of that time to ftgnify chear- 
fgdaefs and fedbnable gayety : in the fame manner as we may novi^ 
fiiy, to dit with laughter, without being undorftood to be in danger of 
dying with it. The place, time, and occalion, were all agreeable to 
mirth: It was at a banquet; and Plato himfflf relates feveral things 
that psft at the banquet of j^athan, which had not been either de-» / 
cent or rational at any other fca'bn. The fame may be faid of th« .. ^ 
prefent paYfage : raillery could never be more natural than when tw# 
if the female I'cx had an opportunity of trhimphijife over 'another 

C 5 whtfm 
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Nocthefey O daoghttr, are thy proper cares, * 
Thee milder arts befit) and fofter wars ; -"'^ i^io 

Sweet fmlles af($ thiney and kiad eftdearing diarms^ 
To Man and Faiias kave the deeds of arm?. ' • 

Thus they ki heaven : WhHe on the plain belovr ^ 
The fierce Ty^des chargM his Dardan'foi, ' ;' ' ? • ' 
FlafliM with oeleftial Mood purfoM* his way-, - •- - j^J 
And featleis dar*(f the tfateat'iiiBg God of day i •' * < 
^Already in his hopes he faw him kill'd, 
Tho^ fa^e^M behind AfQlV^ mighty ihield. . 
Thrice ra(hiog furioos, at the chief he flrook; 
His blazing buckler thrke J folio (hook ; . 530 

He try*d the fourth : when breaking from the ctood^ 
A more than moftal voice was heard aloud. 

O ilon of ^jdeus^ ceaTe f be wife, smd^iee 
How vaft the difference of the Gods and thee ; 
Diftance immenfe I between the powVs that ihine 535^ 
Above, eternd, deathlefs, and divine. 
And mortal man \ a wretch of humble birtb, 
A Aonliv'd reptile is the duft of earth. 



whom tbey bated« Homer makes wiOom herfelf aoC aUe, even Ift 
die prefexkce of Jupiter^ to refift the tenptatios. She breaks into a. 
ludicrous fpeech, and the fupreme being himfelf roochfafiBS a fmOe 
at it. But this (as Eufiatbius remarks) is not iairoduced witfaout 
mdgment and precaution. For we fee he makes Minerva firft beg 
Jvfiter'% peffni£Gion for this piece of freedom, Permit thy daugbtir^ 
grofioiu Jove f in which he aHcs the leadcr^s kavf to enttvta hit mr* 
raCMUi with thii piece of gayety* 

80 
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So fpoke the God who dftrts celeilial fires ) 
He dreads his fury, and fome ileps retires. 54® 

Then Pbcfhus* bore the chief of Feniu* race 
To 7roy*s high fane, and to his holy place ; 
Latona there and Pbaht heaPd the wound. 
With vigour arm'd him, and with glory crown*d. 
This done, the patron of the iilver bow 5:45 

A phantome nus'd, the fanie in fhape and fliow 



V. 540, Ue drcadi bis fury, Mnd fome fiepi retires*"}^ bitmei ftill 
maintains his intrepid character $ he retires but a ftep or fato evea 
irom Apollo, Tbeicondud of Homer is renoarlcably juft tod ratiooal 
here. He gives Diomcd no fort of advantage over Apollo, becaufe he 
vould not feign what was in.tirely incredible^ and what no allegory 
could juftify. He wounds Venus and Mars, as it is morally pefiiblc 
tp overcome the irregular palHons which are reprefented by thofe 
Deities. But it is impoflible to vanquilh Apollo, in whatfoever ca- 
pacity he ifi coniidered, either as the Sun, or as Dejitny : One may 
ihoot at the fun^ but not hurt. him; and one may ftrive again^ 
deftiny, but not fui mount it. Euftathius, 

v. 546. A phantome rajs' d.^ The fiftioa of a God*t placing ar 
phantome inftead of the hero, to delude the enemy and continue the 
engagement, meails no more than that the enemy thought he was 
in the battel. This is the language of Poetry, which prefers a 
marvellous fi£lion to a plain and fimple truth, the recital whereof 
vould be cold and unafte£Ving. Thus Minerva's gliding a javelin, 
fignifies only that it was thrown with art and dexterity; Mars 
taking upon him the fhape of Acamoi, that the courage oi Acamas 
incited him to do Co, and in like manner of the reft. The prefent 
pafTage is copied by Virgil in the tenth Mneid, where the fpeftre of 
JEncas is raifcd by Juno or the Air, as it is here by Apollo or the 
Sm\ both equally. proper to be employed in forming aa apparition. 
Whoever will compare the two authors on this fubjc5> will obferve 
,with what admirable art, and what exquifire ornaments, the latter 
has improvM and beautify *d his original. Scaligcw m comparing thefe 
places, has abfurdly cenfurcd the phantome of Homer for its inafti- 
vityj whereas it -was only formM to reprefent the hero lying onthq 
fround, . without any appearance of life or motion. Spencer in the 
eighth canto of the third book feems to have unproved this IqiagiDa- 
tion, in the creation of.hia falfe Florimef', who performs all the 
vmSdoM of Ufc^ ajod gives occadon for man^ adN«Tv\>^x^% 
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With great JSntas ; foch die form he bore, 

Aa4 fach in iighc die radiant arms he Vfott. 

AroQhd the fpeflre bloody wars ai^ wag^cj,' 

And Greece and fr^y. with daihing (hields eogag-d. 5^' 

Meantime on //tm^ towV jfyollo ftobd. 

And calling Murt, dius urgM the raging God. 

Stem pow'r of am», by whom the mighty fUH 
Who bathe in blood, and ftake the embattelM wtf r 
Rife in thy wrath ! to hell's abhorr'd abodes 555' ' ^ 

Difpatph yon* Greei, add vindicate the Gods. '^ 

Firft rofy Fentu felt his biHiUl rage; 
Me next he charg*d« and dares all heaven engage : < ^3 

llie wretch would brave high heav'n-s immortal Sire,- 
His triple thunder, arid his bolts of £re. 56a it 

The God of battel iiToes on the plain, h 

Sm all the ratiks; and ihres the Tro/'an train ; . 
In form like Atamasy the ^bracian guide. 
Enraged, to Tro^% retiring chitfe be cry'd : 

How long, ye fons of Priam! will ye fly, 565 

And unreveAgM fee Priam's people die ? 
Still onrefided (hall the foe dedroy. 
And ftretch the flaughter to the gates of TroyP 
Lo brave JEueas finks beneath his wound. 
Not godlike He^or more in arms renbwn'd : 570 

Hafle all, and take the geaVous warrior's pai^ 
He fiiids new courage fweiVd eaA hero's heart. 
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Sarpedon firft his ardent fotl aqAt&'d; 

M turned to IUa9ry tbefe bold wofdi addnefrd 

Say, Chief, is lA thy taciefit valoor IcM; 575; 

that ai^^y direa«s>- and where thf ^torkxii^iNift^ 
That t>rcj|»t alone by fVianfe^sraee ibcMild ftaad 
T^s facred wall^ ndr need a^fcreign kandf 
I^our, now]^ coontiy calls her wfennilHeafdi, ' 
And the proud taont 'A'paltt derifion ends. jtb' 

Kcfflote they. ftawH 1)irhile aUen troops engage^* 

Like trcmbUng hounds before the l!on*s rage. 

Far diilant hence I held my wide command,- 

^flhtrt fdaming Ximfhui lives the Lfcian land; 

With andple wealth (the wifh of moruls) Uefi',- 5^ 5^; 

A beauteous wife, and ihfailt at her breaft ; 

With thole I left whatever dear could be ; 

Grtecef if fhe conquers,^ nothing wins from nUf: 



t*. 575. 7T>ef^cb of'^vpt^ontB Hfc£lof.J ft will l»e hard to Jnd 
a fpeech more ^arto and ipirited than this of Satfedbn, or Vvhtch^ 
comprehends To much in To few words. Nothing coiJd be morr 
artfully thought upon to pique Htihr, who was fo jealous of his 
tountry*8 glory* than to tell him he had formerly co&ceiv*d too gre<t 
a notion of the Trojan valour ; and to exalt the auxiliaries above his 
Countrymen. The defcription ^^r^prifcff gives of the little concern or 
intereft himfelf had in the war, in oppofiuon to the neceiTity and 
imminent danger of the TV^'^w^ greatly ftrfengthens this prefetcrtce,.- 
and lays the charge very home upon (heir honctft. In the laiter pa.c, 
which prefcribes HeSer his duty, there is a particular reprimand, in 
telling him how much it behoves him to animate and encourage the 
auxiliaries } for this^is to fay in other words, you AooM -caihof t thtnt^ 
•atd tbey ftfc fofc'd on the contrary to exhort you. 
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Yet firft in iight my l^ian bands I cbear^ 

And long to meet thif mighty man ye fear, . j^ 

While Heffor idle (lands, nor bids the brave 

Their 'Wives^ their infants, and their altars fave. 

Hade, warrior, hade! preferve thy threatened ^te^ 

Or one vail barft of all-kiVDlyiDg fate 

Fall o'er your tow.*n» ihall &U, .and fweep away 59;: 

Sons, fires, and wives, an lUidiftingaiihM prey* 

Rouze all thy Trojans^ urge thy aids to fight ; 

Thefe claioi thy thoughts by day, tby watch by night ; 

With force inceflant the brave Greeks oppofe ; 

Such cares thy friends deferve, and fuch thy foes. 600 

Stung to the heart the gen'rous He£hr hears,, 
But juft reproof with decent filence bears. 
From his proud car the Prince impetuous iprings ^ 
Od earth he leaps ; his brazen armour rings. 
Two Huning fpears are brandifh*d in his hands ; 6p5 

Thus arm*d, he animates his drooping bands. 
Revives their ardour, turns their Heps from flight. 
And wakes anew the dying flames of fight. 
They tarn, they (land : The Greeks their fury dare, 
Cbndenfe their powVs, and wait the growing war. 6ix> 

Ai whea, on Ceres^ facred floor^ the Twain 
Spreads the wide fan to clear the golden grainy 

V. 611. Certs' fiiered Jfoor.J, Homer calls the thrcfliing floor ji- 

grid (fays Eufiatbius) not only as it was confecrared to Ceres y but To- 

Mgard of i*B great ufc and advantage to- human-kind 5 in whicli 

fcnfe alh he frequently gives the fame epithet to dttes} See. Thit 

Mem/e is cf an ejc{ui£te beauty. 
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And the liglit chaff, before the breezes born^ 

Afcends in clouds from off the heap/ obm-i 

The grey daft» rifing with cdlleded mnis, ' ' -61; 

Drives o*er the barn, and whitens til the hhsdt. 

So white' with dnft the Of M« hoft appears. 

From trampling fteeds, and thondring charioteers. 

The doiky clouds from kboiir*d earth arife, 

And roll in Anoaking fcikmtf to the fkies. 6to 

Mars hovers o*er them with his fable ihieW» 

Aad adds new horrors to the darkenM field : 

Pleased with his charge, and ardent to fulfi! 

In TVi^'a defence j^U*$ heavenly will : 

Soon as from fight the bke-ey^d maid retires^ 625 

Each Trcfan bofom with new warmth he fires. 

And now the God, from forth his (acred fane, 

Prodac'd jEneas to the (boating train ; 

Aliv^, unharmed, with all his Peers aroand, 

Ere6l he ftood, and vigorous from his wound: 630 

laqairies none they made ; the dreadfixl day 

No paofe of words admits, no dall debiy ; 

Pierce Dfjtord ftorms, JfpNo load exclaims, 

Fami calls. Mars thunders, aad the field*s in flames. 

Stem Diomed wkh either Jjayt flood, 635 

And great Ulyjis bath'd in hoftile bloods 
Embodied dofe, the laboring Greaan train 
The fierceft fiiock of charging ho& fuftaiiir 
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UnmovM and fileiit, die wlu3k^«>r Aey wait, 

Sertnd/dreadfM)! a|id«afix'daf£uc. 6^ 

%fi when th' emb|tteikl.4dMdf in dark araiy 

Along the iUeft^heir glpony iiaes difplay^ 

When now the Ikrth his botft'ixwft rage has tga^ 

And peace&l fteiyps the liquid element^ 

The low-hung vipQiys, vQtioflkff a^ ftiiU» 64 fi 

lUS on the famnMts of the Aade4 hillii- 

Till the mafs fctKOrs as (he windi ariiek 

Difpers'dandbtokenthiO'tfeetafled&ies. , 



V. 641. So wben tb* etAmeti «Ur<ib:]. This fiaiik csnIiMflS «!' 
ttroper a comparifonj and as Ane a pi£lure of nature as any in H0- 
Mr^ However it it to W ^nur-d the beauty Add proprifty of it wiU 
flot be very obvious to many readers, becaafe it is the defcriptioa^ 
of a natural appearance whictt they have not \ah an opportnnity to 
remark, and whicH can be obferved only in a mountainous country. 
It happens frequently In Very calm weather, that the :itmoli>here it 
charg*d with thick vapours, whofe ^giavity is Xuch.that they .neither 
rife nor fallj but rema'n poizM in the air at a certain height, where 
they continue fre^veiitKiy for Several days together. In a plain co«n» 
tty this occafions no other vifible appearance, but of an uniform 
dialed fky ; btot m va hBly fegion thde tipoun are to be feen 004 
vering the tops^ and ilretched along the fides of the mountains; 
the clouded parti above l>ehig terminated and dilHngtrHked ifrom'tfae 
dear parts bdow by a Arait line runnins parallel to the horizon, as 
iar as the mountains .extend. *the v^voit Compafs of nature cannot' 
afford a nobler and more exa£t reprefentatioA of a numerons auny» 
drawn up in line of battel, and expelling the charge. The long-- 
extended even front, the dofeneft of the ranks, tiie firnmefs, of)der»- 
and fiance of the whole, are all ^rawn with great refemblance in- 
tfai« one comparUbn. The Poet adds^ that this appearance is while 
"Bareai and the other boifterous vrinds, which difperle and break tl^ 
douds, are laid afleep. This is as exaft as it ?s poetical j for whdl 
the winds arife, this regular order is foon diflblv^d. This circu ro- 
mance is added to the defcription, as an ominous anticipation *of the , 
flight and diiTipation of the.Gr«uUj whifsh i«oa CAfued u-hen Man ' 
aad Ht&w broke in uppn theow ' . . • 

Not 
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Nor was the Gea'ral wintiag to hk timin. 
From troop to troop he toils thro' all the fAaku 650 

ytGreeJbf be men! the charge of battel brari 
Yoar brave aiTociates,. and your&l?e9 revese I 
Let glorious a£b more glorious adb iafpbrtf 
And catch from breaft to bread the noble fire^f 
On valour's fide the oddi^ of combate lie, 655; 

Thi brave live glorious,^ or lamented die^ 
The wretch wha trembles m the field of &flie^ 
Meets death* and. worfe than death, eternal fitame* 

Thefe words he feconds with his flying Unce^ 
To meet whofe point was ibong Drieoott^s dmacM i 660 
Mmas^ ffiend, and in his native place- 
Honoured and lov'd UlceTVfVm's tojfil 1 



of the uiad, fays all that could be faid by eloquence, in the ihorter 
he fays all that can he faid with judgmeJit. Whatever fome few 
SMdern Cdticks hare thoi»ht> it will h^ found upon due refle£Uoiv 
that the length or brevity of lik fpeeches is determmed as the occa- 
fioos either allow leMiue or demand hafU. Tim «onoiie oration of 
Agamemnon is a mafter-piece in the Laconickyfzy, The exigence re- 
quired he ihould fay fomtthhig very |N»werfvl, and no time was to 
be loft. Hq therefore warms the brave and the timorous by one and 
the fame exhortation, which at once moves by the love of glory,., 
and the fear of death. It is fhort and full> like that of the brav« 
Scctck General under Guftavus^ who upon fight of the enemy, faid 
only this} See ye tbcfe Jadtf Either feil them, orthffJiMm- 

V. 6^Zr Tour brave qffpciates, and yourfehes . revere.} This noble 
exhortation of j^amemitm is GDrrefpondont to the wife fcheme of 
Neflor in the fecond book ; where he advifed to rank the foldiers of 
the fame nation togetl^r, that'' being known to each other, all 
might be incited either by a generous emulation or a decent fluune*. 
Sfondanm* 
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Long had he fought the foremoft hi the field ; '"^^ 

But now the iiionarch*s lance tranfpiercM his ihidd : -r^ 

His ihield too weak the fhrioos dart to fbiy, 66; f'^ 

Thro' hb broad belt the weapon forc'd its way ; r^ 

The grizly wound difmifs'd bis foul to hell, ^*^ 

His arms around him rattled as he fell. ^ 

Then fierce JEneas brandifhing his blade, , ^ 

IndM^Orfilocbmzxk^CreibimliLSA^ 670 ^^ 

Wbofe fire DticUmy wealthy* brave and great, ^ 

In weli-bailc Pherit held his lofty feat : *x f] 

Sprung from jilfhtus^ plenteous (bream ! that yieldf hni 

Increafe of hanrefts to the PylioM fields, bi f 

He got OrfiUcbusy DiQclttts he, iH I^ 

And thefe defoeaded m the third degree. ^^^e 

Too early expert in the martial toil. 
In (able (hips they left their native foil, 
T* avenge i^/Wir/: Now, untimely (Iain, 
They fell with glory on the Phrygian plain. (>%9 

So two young mountain lyons, unrsM widi blood' 
In deep recefiles of the gloomy wood, 
Rufh fearlefs to the plains, and uncontroul'd 
Depopulate the ftalls, and wafte the fold ; 
Till piercM at diftance from their native den, 685 

0*erpowerM they £ill beneath the force of men. 
Proftrate on earth their beauteous bodies lay, 
Like mountain Firs, as tail and ftrait as they. 
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Great Mtneiaus views with pitying tytn. 

Lifts his bright lance, and at the vidor flies ; 690 

liars arg'd him on % yet, rothlefs in his hate. 

The God buturg'd him to provoke hb fete. 

He thus advancing, Nffior*s valiant Ton 

Shakes for his .danger, and neglefls his own : 

Struck with the thought, fhould Hflen^s lord be flain, 695 

And all his country*s glorious labours vain. 

Already met the threatening heroes ftand 1 

The fpears already tremble in their hand : 

In ni(h*d AntHochus^ his aid to bring. 

And fell or conquer by the Spartan King. 70O 

Thefe feen, the Dardau backward turn'd his conrfe. 

Brave as he was, and fhann*d unequal force. 



V. 691. Mars urg^ d bim on,"] This is another inftance of what 
has been in general obicrvM in the difoourle on the battel^ of Horner^ 
his aftfttl manner of making us meafure one hero by another. We 
iMve here an exa£l fcale of the valour of Mneat and of Menektas \ 
how much the former outweighs the latter, appears by what is iajd 
of Man in thefe' lines, and by the neceflity ot Antihcbus' i aififting 
Mtneiaus : as afterwards what over-balance that afliftance gave him, 
by Mneaii retreating from them both. How very nicely are thefe 
degrees marked on either hand ? This knowledge of the difference 
which nature itfelf fe.s between one man and another, makes our 
Author neither blame thefe two heroes, for going againft one, wh5 
was fuperior to each of them in ftrength-j nor that one, for retiring 
from lK>th, when their conjun£lion made them an overmatch to him. 
There is great judgment in all this. 

V. 696. And all bis country* i glorious labours vain."] For (as j4ga- 
wuBstKm faid in the fourth book upon Menelaus's being wounded) if 
he were (lain, the war would be at an end, and the Greeks think 
only of returning to their country. Sfondeinus^ 
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The breathleis bodies to the Gr«rii th^y drew s 
Then mix in combate, and their toils resew« 

Firft PyUmeneSf great ia ba;ttel9 bled» 70; 

Who*iheath*d in brafii the Papblagomans led. * 

Atridis mark'd him where fublime he flood j; 
Fix*d in his throaty (he jav'lin drank hi» bhxxL 
The faithful Mjdan^ 88 he turned from £ght 
His flying courfers^ fiink to endleis night : 710 

A broken rock by Nffior*^ fon was thrown ;, 
His bended arm received \hfi Ming ftone^ 
From his numb'd hand the iv'ry*ftudded reiai^ 
Srppt in the dull, are trailed along the plaiai : 
Meanwhile his temples Hd, a deadly womid % 715. 

He groans in dipatht an4*pondVou& fiakt to ground ; 
J>tci^ drove his hetmet in the iands, and* there 
The head (bod fix'd, the quivering legs in air : 
*TiU.tram|)I«d fiat beneath the conrfers feei^ 
The yoothfol viAor mounts his>empty bav 7^0 

And bears the prise in triumph to the flecit^ 

Great /Mpt faw, and raging at the view 
foiui on the Greeks: The Trtjan troops purftie : 
He fires his hofl with aninuuing cries, 

I brings along the Furies of the fldes^ 7^'V 
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\ 
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Mars, fiem deftrojer! and Be/kna dread. 

Flame in the fronts and chonder at their head; 

This fweUs the tnmiilt and the fage of £ght ; 

That ihakes a (peardiat cafts K dr^fal light ; 

Where HeShrxaxx^d, the God of batteb fhinM, ' 739 

Now fiorm'd befiwe him, and now rag'd bditnd. 

TjSdeijpM!^^ anidft his fall career; 
Then firft the HeroS manly bread knew fear. 
As when fome iiniAe fwain his cot for&kes. 
And wide thro* fens an unknown joiimey takes ; 73$ 

If chance a fwelUng brook his paflkge fby. 
And fpaoi impervions crofs the wand*fer*s way, 
Confus'd he flops, a length of country paft. 
Eyes the rough waves, and tir*d returns at bft. 
Anaz'd no lefs the great TjMriri fbiidB ; 740 

Heilay'd, andturnhig, thus addrefs^d his bands* 

No wonder, Greeks! ^t all to He3or yield. 
Secure of fav'ring Gods, he takes the field ; 
His ftrokes they (ccdnd, and avert our Q)ean : 
Behold where Murs in mortal arms appears ! 74; 



V. 726. Mars, ftern deftroyer^ &c.] There is a gSMt noblenefi Ia 
this pillage. With wlurt pomp is Be&w mtroducM into the batteS, 
where Mart and BeUona are his attendants ^ The retreat of Diomed i« 
no lefs beautiful ; Minerva had reRU>vM the ihift from his eyes, and 
he inunediatetjr diicoTers Man afliiiUog HeSu, His furprise od tbit 
eccafion is finely imagM by that of the traveller on the fudden fight 
•f the river. 



VLeai^ 
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Retire then, warriors, but fedafie and flow ; 
Retire, but with' your faces to the foe. 
Troft not too mach your unavaiilng might ; 
*Tit not with Tr^y, bat with.the Gods ye fight. 

Now 9ear the Greeks the Mack battalions drew ; 750 
And firft two X^eaders valiant UeSor flew. 
His force Anchialus and Mmftbts found. 
In tv^ry art of glorious war renown*d ; 
In the (ame car the chiefs to combate ;^de. 
And fought united, and united dy'd, 755 

Struck at the fight, the mighty j^ax glows 
With thirft of vengeance, and afTanlts the foes. 
His mafTy fpear with matchlefs fury fent. 
Thro' Atnpbiui belt and heaving belly went : 
Aptphius Aptefus" happy foil pofTefs'd, 760 

With herds abounding, and with treafure blefs'd ; 
But Fate refifUefs from his country led 
The Chief, to peri(h at his people's head. 
Shook with his fall his brazen armour rung. 
And fierce, to feize it, conquVing j^ax fprung ; 765 
Around his head an iron tempeft rained ; 
A wood of fpears his ample fhield fufbiin'd ; 
Beneath one foot the yet- warm corps he prefs'd. 
And drew his javelin from the bleeding breaft : 
He could no more ; the fhow'ring darts deny'd 770 

To fpoil his glittering arms, and plumy pride. 
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Now foes on foes came pouring on the fiekb^ 

With brifUing lances, and compared ihields ; 

'Till in the fteely circle ibaitea'd roynd, 

Forc'd he gives way, and fteroly quits the groqnd. 77; 

While thiH they (bive, ^iipolmus the grea^ 
Urg^d by the force of iinrefifted fate. 
Bums with deiire ^arpedon's ftrength to prove ; 
jllcides* offspring meets the fon of Jow. 
SheathM in bright 4U-ms each adverfe Chief caae on, 780 
J(yue*% great defcendant, and his greater fon. 
Prepared for combate, e*er the knee he toft. 
The daring Rhodian vents his haughty boaft. 

What brings this L^an Counfellor to hr. 
To tremble at our arms, not jaix in war? 7S5 

Know thy vain felf, nor let their £att*iy mov^ 
Who flyle thee fon of cloud- compeHing Jcvt. 
How far unlike thofe Chiefs of race divine. 
How vaft the difference of their deeds and thine ? 
yocyg got fuch Heroes as my Sire, whofe foul 790 

No fear could daunt, nor earth, nor hell controul. 



V. 7S4. fFbai bring* this Lycian Counfellor fi farJ] There is a 
particular Ssuxafm in Tlepolemuii calling Sarfcdon in tKis place Avxitn 
MvXriPopif Lycian Cmnjellor, one better flciird in oratory than war } 
as he was the Governor of a people who ha<f long been in peace, and 
probably (if w^ may gnefs from his chara^er in Homer J remarkable 
for his fpeeches. This is rightly obferved by SpcHdanus, though act 
taken notice of by M. Dacitr. 
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7roy felt his arm, and yon* prmid ramparts fiand 
Rais'd on the mnia of his vengeful Jiand : 
With &e ^all fliips, and ^ a lender ttm, 
HeiefcAtf^fOwn, a wide deferted plain. 79; 

But what arrtiMiof who deadlefs !ook*il aroand^ 
While unrcveng'd diy l^eians bite the grodnd : 
Saudi aid to Tnjr thy feeble force can be. 
But wert thou greater, thou mnft yield to me. 
fiac^d^fHf fpear to endlefs darkniefs go I too 

I make this prefent to the fliadts below. 

The fi>n of Heratin, the Rhodian guide, ^ 

Thus haughty tfokt. The LjtioH King reply *d. 

Thy Sire, O Prince ? o*ertumM Ae Trojan Hate, 
Wbofe peijar'd Monarch well deferv^j his fate ; So j 
Thofe heavily fteeds^ the Hero fought fo far, 
FaUe he detainM, the juft reward of war : 
Nor fo content, the generous Chief defy'd. 
With bafe reproaches and unmanly pride. 



V. 792. Troy felt his arm.'] He alludes to the hiftorv of the firft 
deftru^ion of Tr<y by Hercu/es, occafioned by Laomeaons refuting 
that Hero the horl'es, which V/ere the reward proinisM him for the 
ddiver)r ^f hi$ dMghter Befimie. s 

V. 809. iVitb bafe reproacbti andunmanhf pride-l MetKinks thedl 
words iteucu v,ii\7tm,vt f/^v^ta include the chief fting of Sgrptikn*t Uk^ 
fwer to Tl^lemus, which no Commentator that I remember has re- 
«iark*d. He tells him Laomedcn deferv'd his misfortune, not only 
finr his perfidy;^ but for ipjuriog a brave man with unmanly aad 
/cahdalous reproaches j alluding to thole which tU^^Umui had jnft 
before caft upon him. 
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unworthy the hfgh face you boafi, J lo 

"c my glory wh'rti diy own is loft : 
et thy fate, and by Sarpedon ilaii), 

more ghoft to Piuto^sg^ooTtiy rcigtt, 
id : Both jav%*ns at an mftant flew ; 
icky both woanded, bat Sarpedon flew: S15 

he boailer's neck the weapOn Hood, 
f d his throat, and drank the vital blood ; 
.1 difdainful feeks the caves of night, 

feal'd eyes for evct lofe the light 
lot in vain, TlepoUntus, Was throwxi 820 

giy lance ; whidi piercing to the bottd 
t's thigh, had robbM the cliief oF breath ; 
fe was prefent, and forbad the death. 
>m the conflifl by his Lycian throng, 
mnded Hero dragg'd the lance along. 825 

ends, each bufyM in his feveral part, 
tafte, or danger, had not drawn the <iart. ) 
eeks with flain Tiepolemus tetir'd ; 
fall Ulyjfes view'd, with fury fir'd 5 
il if Jon/ih great fon he fhould purfue, 83d 

r his vengeance on the Lycian crew. . 
v'n and fate the firft defign withftand, 
s great death rouft grace Vhjfes'* hand. 
a drives him on the Lycian train ; 

Cromiujf Haiiuj, fUow'd the plain^ 83 j 
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Jlcanjer, Prytanuy No'emon fell. 

And nambers more hijs fword had fent to hell : 

But HeSor faw, and forioas at the fight;^ 

Ruih'd terrible amidft the raok» of ^ght. ^ 

With joy Sarpedon view.'^ the wifh'd relief, 840 

And, faint, lamenting, thus implored the Chief. 

Oh fufFer not the foe to bear away 
My helplefs corps, an unaffifled prey; 
If T, unbleft, muftfee my (on no mori?,: 
My much-Iov'd confort, and my native ihore, 845 

Yet let me die in IlMs facred wall; 
froy^ in whofe cauie I fell, ihall mourn my fall. 

He faid, nor Heffar to the Chief replies^ 
But fhakes his plume, .and fierce to combate flies. 

Swift 



V. 848, Nor He£lor to the Chief replies,] Homer is in nothing 
more admirable than in the -excellent uftvke makes of tht^ienee of 
the perfons he introduces^ It would be endlefs to colledl all the 
inftances of this troth throughout his Poem; yet I cannot but put 
together thofe that have already occurred in the courfe of this work, 
and leave to the reader the pleafure of obferving it in what remains. 
The filence of the two Heralds, when they were to take Brtfeis from 
Acbillesy in lib, i. of which fee note 39. In the third book, when 
Jrii tells Helen the two rivals were to fight in her quarrel, and that 
all Troy were ftanding fpdSlators j that guilty Princefs makes no an- 
iwer, but cafls a veil over her face, and drops a tear ; and when 
fhe comes jufl after into the prefence of Priam, /he fpeaks not, 'till 
after he has in a particular manner enccurag'd and commanded her. 
Paris and Menelaus bei^^ juft upon the point to encounter, the latter 
declares his wi/hes and hopes of conqueft to Heav'n ; the former 
being engaged in an unjuft caufe, fays jiot a word. In the fourth 
book, when Jupiter has exprefs*d his defire to favour Troy, Juno de- 
claims againft him, but the GMeft tflVifdom^ tho* mvch concerned, 
holds her peace. When ^tfwciinioii IQO nfldY xK^'w^Ditmci, that 

2 ^^tk 
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Swift as a whirlwind drives the fcattVing foes« 850 

And dies the groand with purple as he goes. 

Beneath a beech, Jo've^^ confccrated fhade. 
His ffloornful friends divine Sarpedon laid : 
Brave PelagoTty his fav'rite Chief, was nigh, 
^0 wrench 'd the jav'Jin from his finewy thigh. 8^5 
Tiie fainting foul flood ready wing'd for flight, 
And o'er his eye balls fwum the fliades of night ; 
But Boreas rifing frefli, with gentle breath. 
Recalled his fpirit from the gates of death. 



Hero remains Hlent, and the true cha:'a£ler of a rough warrior, 
leaves it to his anions to ij)eak for him. In the present book, 
vljca Sarpedon has reproach'd HeBor in an open and generous 
^nanner, He6hr prefcrving the fame warlike character, returns no 
jnfwer, but immediately haftens to the bufinefs of the field ; as 
"^ alfo does in thjs place, where he inftantly brings off Sarptdcn, 
*itljout fo much as telling him he will endeavour his rcfcuc. 
^^^att was not fenfible of the beauty of this, when he imagined 
^tSor's filence here proceeded from the pique he had conceiv'd at 
J*?^(»» for his late reproof of him. That translator has not 
icrupled to infert this opinion of his in a groundlefs interpolation 
jJtogether foreign to the author. But indeed it is a liberty he 
""^ocntJy takes, to draw any paffage to fon-.e new, far-fctch'd con- 
^t of his invention ; infomuch, that very often before he tranflatcs 
^y fpeech, to the fenfe or deiign of which he gives fome fanciful 
^"fJi of his own, he prepares it by fevcral additional lines purpofely 
^ prepofleis the reader of that meaning. Thofe who will take 
if^e trouble may iee examples of this in what he fcts before the 
pceclies of He3orf Parii, and Helena, in the fixth book, and innu- 
"^crable other places. 

V, 858. But Boreas rifing frejb.'\ SarpeJsn^s fainting at the ex- 
faftion of the dart, and reviving by the free air, (hews the great 
'dgment -of our outhor Jn thefe -matters. But how poetically has 
c told this truth, in raiting the God £ areas to his Hero's aiTiAance, 
^d making a little machine of but one line ^ This manner of reprc- 
Qting common things in fig;ure and perfoji> was pecka^s the ^^(X 
Btmer^s JBQ/fftian education. 

D Z '^V^ 
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The genVous Greeks recede with tardy pace, 860 

Tho* Mars and HeSfor thunder in their face ; 
None turn their backs to mean ignoble flight. 
Slow they retreat, and cv'n retreating fight. 
Who firft, who M, by Mars and Ueaor\ hand 
Stretched in their blood, lay gafping on the fand ? 865 
^euthras the great, Orejles the renowned 
For managed fleeds, ^nd Tr/ri&jK; preis*d the ground; 
Next Oenomausy and Oenops* offspring dy*d ; 
Orejbius lafl fell groaning a£ their iide ; 
Orejbius^ in his painted mitre gay, 870 

In £it Baeotia held his wealthy fway. 



V. S60. The getCrous Greeks, fife] This flow and orderly retmt 
of the Greeks, with their fsont conftantly turn'd to the enemy, is a 
Unt encomium both of their courage and difcipline. This manner of 
retreat was in ufe among the ancient Lacedamoniam, as were many 
other martial cuftoms dcfcribM by Homer. This pra^bice took its 
rife among that brave people, from the apprehenfions of being flain 
with a wound receivM in their backs. Such a misfortune was not 
oiiiy attended with the higheft infamy, but they had found a ws^ 
to puniih them who iuffered thus even after their death, by denying 
ihezD (as Eujiatbiui informs us) the rites of burial. 

V. 864. IVbo firftf who lofty hy Mars and Hedor*! band 
Stretch" d in their hUod, lay gafping on the Jandt 

Thi» manner of breaking into an interrogation, amidft the descrip- 
tion of a battle, is what ierves very much to awaken the reader. 
It is here an invocation to the Mufe that prepares us for fomething 
uncommon \ and the Mufe is fuppos'd immediately to anfwer, Tcn- 
thras the great y &c. Virgil^ I think, has improved the ftrength of 
this figure by addreiTmg the apoftrophe to the perfon whofe exploits 
2ic is celebrating, as to Camilla in the eleventh book. 

Slum tela primtnny fuem ffo^retmtm, a/pera virg; 
Dqicitf out quot bum morietttia cafera fimdifP 

i Where 
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Where lakes farround low Hyle^s watry plain; 
A Prince and People ftudious of their gain. 

The carnage Juno from the fkies furvcy'd. 
And toucVd with grief befpoke the blue-eyM maid. 875 
Oh fight accurft ! fhall faithlcfs Troy prevail. 
And (hall our prpmife to our people fail ? 
How vain the word to Menelaiis giv*n 
By Jtwis great daughter and the Queen of Heav*Dj^ 
Beneath his arms that Priaf/Cs towVs ihonld fall ; 880 
If warring Gods for ever guard the wall ? 
Man, red with (laughter, aids our hafed foes : 
Hafte, let us arm, and force with force oppofe f 

She fpoke ; Minerva bums to meet the war : 
And now Heav'n*s Emprefs calls her blazing car. 89; 
At her command ruih forth the deeds divine ; 
Rich with immortal gold their trappings (hine. 
Bright Belt waits ; by Heke, ever young. 
The whirling wheeb are to the chariot hung. 
On the bright axle turns the bidden wheel 890 

Of founding brafs; the poli(hM axle fteel. 
Eight brazen fpokes in radiant order fiame s 
The circles gold, of uncorrupted frame^ 



V. 885. And now fftav*t$*s Emprefi calls her Blazing car, &c.J 
Homer feems never more delighted than when he has fom^ occafioa 
of difplaying his /kill in mccbanich* The detail he gives us of this 
chariot is a beautiful eitample of it, where he takes occasion to de« 
(Mbc every different part whb a happilieis rarely to be found ii> 
deiii^riptions of this nature 

D 3 ' ^N^^ 



78 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book r ^ 

Such as the Heav'ns produce : And round the gold 
Two brazen rings of work divine were roU'd. Sg^ 

The bofly naves of folid filver (hone j 
Braces of gold fufpend the moving throne : 
The car behind an arching figure bore ; 
The bending concave form'd an arch before. 
Silver the beam, th' extended yoke was gold, 900 

And golden reins th* immortal courfers hold. 
Herfelf, impatient, to the ready car 
The courfers joins and breathes revenge and war. 
. Pallas difrobes ; her radiant veil unty*d, 
With flow'rs adorn'd, with art diverfify'd, 905 



V. 904. Pallas difrobet,'] This fiflion of Pallat irrayiflg herfelf 
• whh the arins of yupiter, finely intimates (fays Eujiatbiut) that ffie 
is nothing elfe but the wirdom of the Almighty. The fame authpr 
tells us, that the afrtcients mark'd this pface with a ilar, to diftin- 
guifh it as one. of thofe that were perfedlly admirable. Indeed there 
is a greatnefs and fublimity in the whole panfage, which is aftoniiho 
ing, and fuperior to any imagination but that of Hwier, nor is there 
any that might better give occafion for that celebrated faying, TbtC 
he ivai the only man who bad Jetn the formi of the Godsf or the only 
man who bad Jbewn them. With what Aoblen^ be defcribes the 
chariot of Juno, the zrmout of Minerva, Hie /Egls of Jupiter , filld 
with the figures of Horror, jfffright, Difcord, and aU the terrors of 
war, the cfte^ls of his wrath againft men ; and that fpear with 
which his power and wifdom oTerturns whole armies, and humbles 
the pride of the Kings who offend him ? But wc (hall not wonder 
at the unufual majefty of all thefe ideas, if we confidcr that they 
have a near refemblance to fome defcriptions of the fair.c kind in the 
facred writings, where the Almighty is reprefented arm'd with ter- 
ror, and defcend^ng in Qiajefiy to be aveng*d on bis enemies t The 
' chariot f thi ^ow, ani the Jbitld of God, are exprcfiions frequent in 
the Ffalmu 

(The 
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(The laboured veil her heav'niy fingers wove) 
Rows on the pavement of the court of Jove. 
Now heav'n's dread arms her mighty limbs invelf, 
Jwe*% cuirafs blazes on her ample bread ; 
Deck'd in fad triomph for the mournful field, 910 

O'er her broad fhoalders hangs his horrid (hieldy 
Dire, blacky tremendous ! Round the margin rollM, 
A fringe of -ferpents hiiTmg guards the gold : 
Here all the terrors of grim war appear, 
Here rag«^ Force, here tremWc Flight and Fear, 91 5 
Here ftormM Contention, and here Fury frown'd, 
And the dire orb portentous Gorgcn crown'd. 
The mafly golden helm (he next aflumes, 
. That dreadful nods with (bur 'O'crihading plumes ; 



V..9X3 A fringff Jtrptmi^ Our tathor does not particularly 
. ^fdibe thit ^ioge of the Mi^h ^ confifting of ferpents ; but that 
it ^ Ui^ may be learn*d from Hercdaus in his fourth book. ^< The 
*' Grteh (fays he] borrowed the veft and ihield of Minerva from 
'< the Ljiiam, ooiy with tliis difference, that the Lyhian fliield was 
<< flinged with tbien^^ of leather, the Grectan with ferpents.'* 
And Flrgitt deficriptioo «f the faoie JE^is agrees with this, ASn. 9. 

^gidafut ktrrtfiMWh IwAflbr BstinJis iirma, 
Ctttatim fptawis ftrpentum, eihrtftu foiibaut, 
ConntX9fque anguti < 

This note is taken from Spondamts, as is alfo Ogilhy*^ on this place, 
hut he has tranHaied the pafTage of Htrotbtus wrong, and made the 
Lybian dixtXA have the ferpents which were peculiar to xiit Grecian, 
By the way I mnft obfcrve, that Ogilby\ notes arc for the moft 
part a tranfcription ^ Sp0niamu*%* 



D4 
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So vt^f the broad drcamference contains 920 

A hundred armies on a hundred plains. 

The Gjoddeis thus th* imperial car afcends ;. 

Shook by her arm the mighty javelin bends» 

Ponderous and huge ; that when her fury bums. 

Proud tyrants humbles, and whole holb overturns. ^^S. 

Swift at the fcourge th' ethereal courfers fly, 
While the fmooth chariot cuts the liquid iky. 
Heav*n gates fpontaneous open to the powVs, 
Heav'n*s golden gates, kept by the winged boors ; 

CommlBloii'd 



V. 920. So vajf, the wide ctrcumfm-ence amtaim A hundred arwutt.] 
The words in the orrgioal are iKetrcv wo}isu9 VfvXetao'' df»^vTatf, 
vrhich arc capable of two meaoiogs ^ either that this helmet of 
Jupiter waa fufficlent to have covered the armies of an hundred 
cities, or that the armies of an hundred cities were Engraved opo» 
it. It is here tranflated in fuch a manner that it may be taken 
either way, tho' the Learned are moft inclined to the former feofe, 
as that Idea- is greater and more extraordinary, indeed more agreeable 
to Homers bold manner, and not extravagant if we call in the alle- 
gory to our affiftance, and imagine it (with M. DaderJ an allnfioo 
to the providence of God that extends over all the univerfe. 

V. 928. Heav'n gates Jfontamout tpeiCdJ} This martelloiis cif' 
cuftaace of the gates of neaveo opening themfelves of their own 
accord to the divinities that paft through them> is copied by AMUtn, 
Lib, 5. 

■ ^ ^ At tht gate 

Of Heaven arrivd^ the gale felf- opened wide 

On golden binges turning, as by work 

Divine the fiv^reign ArcbiteS had framed* 
Aq^ ag^in in the feventh book, 

Heofu^n opened *wid^ 

Her ever-during gates, b^rmMtout fiundy 

Oh goUUn bingei iNvinf " 
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Commiflion'd in alternate watch they fland, 9^0 

The fan's bright portals and the ikies command^ 

Involve in clouds th' eternal gates of day^ 

Or the dark barrier roll with eafe away. 

The founding hinges ring : On either fide 

The gloomy volumes, pierc'd with light, divide. 93$ 

The chariot mounts, where deep in ambient ikies 

Confus'd, Olymfui hundred heads arife ; 

Where far apart the Thund'rer fills his throne^ 

0*er all the Gods, fuperior and alone. 

There with her fuowy hand the Queen retrains 94JO 

The fiery ileeds, and th^is to Jove complains. 



As the fi£Hon that tRe hours are the gai^s of thofe gates, gart: 
lum the hint of that beautiful saflage in the beginning of his iixtb^ 



"The mom 



Wtilid fy the eircKftg bturs, with rojjf band 
Unbarred the gate* ef Hgbtf Sec* 

This expreffion of ebe gates of Heaven is in the Eaftern manner,, 
vrhere they faid the gam of Heaven, or of Earth, for the entranct 
or extremities of Heaven or Earth y a phrafe ufual in the fcriptures^ 
as is ob&rved by J>acier, 

V.^929.. Hdavns golden gates kept ly tbe tvinged hours. 1 By the 
Hiovrs ^here are meant the Jeafons \ and fo Hobbes tranflates it, but 
fpoils the fenfe by what he adds, 

'Tbo' to the feafont Jove tbe popper govt, 
jilene to judge of early and of late j 

Which is utterly unintelligible, and nothing Uke Homer'*i thought. 
Natalis Comes explains it thus, lib. 4. c. 5. Homerus libro quinto 
JUadis nonfolitm has, portas cceli fervare, fed etiam nubes inducere & 
firenurrt facere,. ettm libuerit ; quippe cutis apertum ctpbm, ferenum no^ 
minent potta* at clattfumf te3um nubibus^ 

. D s OSii*! 
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O Sire ! can no refentment touch thy foul ? 
Can Mars rebel, and does no thunder roll ? 
What lawlefs rage on yon' forbidden plain. 
What ra(h deftru6lion \ and what heroes flain ? 94! 

Venusy and Phaehus with the dreadful bow. 
Smile on the (laughter, and enjoy my woe. 
Mad, furious pow'r f whofe unrelenting mind 
No God can govern, and no juflice bind. 
Say, mighty father! (hall we fcourge his pride, 950 

And drive from fight th* impetuous homicide ? 

To whom afFenting, thus the ThundVer faid : 
Go ! and the great Minerva be thy aid. 
To tame the Monfter god Minerva knows, 
And oft' afHidb his brutal bread with woes. 955 

He ftud ; Satumia^ ardent to obey, 
Lafh'd her white fieeds along th' aerial way. 
Swift down the deep of heav'n the chariot rdls. 
Between th' expanded earth and ftarry poles. 
Far as a (hepberd, fi-om fome point on higfi, 960 

OVr the wide main extends his boundlefs eye ; 

Thro' 

V. 954. To tame the Monfter-gcd Minerrz kftows."] For it is only 
wijdetn that can msitttt Jhengtb. It it worth while here to obferve 
the conduA of Homer, He makes Mitierva, and not ytmo, to fight 
with Mars I becaufe a combate between Aiars and yuno coold not 
be Supported by any allegory to have authorized the fable : Whereas 
t^e siUegoxy of a battle between Mart and Mitierva is very open 
and inteUigiblc. ^ EufiatLiui, 

.V. 960. Far as a Ae^htrd, &&] Lfrnginut citing thefe verfes as 
» iu>blc ifiihkAct of toe (ubliifiSy f^calu to thi^ effect. << In what 
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fach a fpace of air, with thuncTring founds 

y leap th' iromorcal courfers bound, 

iw thef reached, and touchM thofe banks divine 

filver Siinots and Scamander join. 96$ 

Jtno ftopp*dy and (ber fair fteeds unloosed) 

condens'd a vapour circumfus'd : 

}fc, impregnate with celeftial dew 

tois* brink ambrofial herbage grew. 

5 to relieve thfe fainting Argive throng, 970 

I as the failing doves, they glide along. 

The 



iderful manner does Hmier exalt his Deh!e!r; menfbrlng th'ef 
of their very horfes by the whole breadth of the horiaon f 
it there that confidering the magnificence of this hyperbole, 
I not cry out with reafon. That if thefe heavenly fieeda 
to make a fecond leap, the world would want room for a 
f** This pots me in mind of that pafligci' in Hefio^i Ttbeo' 
wre he deicribes the height of the Heavetis, by faying a 
\3KiA woald be nine days in faUiag from tlWnce to the earth. 
1. Smcctb as the gliding drtfei'] This fiitiUe is intended to* 
lie lightnefs and fmoothnefs of the motion of thefe God- 
The doves to which Hmup compairs them*, are'fiud by the 
fchohaft to leave no impreilion of tbeif flcpa. . The word 
1 the original may be rendered afatidemnt as well as incef" 
fo may imply (as M. Dacier tranflates it) moving without 
; the earth, which Miltcm finely calls fmoetb-fliditg vrith^' 
irgil defcribes the gliding of one of thefe birds by an i 
to that in this verle. 



■ Mw aire lapfa pmro, 

Msdit ittr lifmdum,- cekres nejtte c6min6vet alasi 

id of movement war appropriated to the Gods by the Mgyp^ 
, we iee in litHod»rms\ Aii. 3. Eomir mij^ht pcflibfy have 
hit notion from them. And Vhpl in that paflage where 
difcover»-r«wr by.hir filti Bfvilta imgu fdclitc D«(£; 
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The bed and bravefb (tf the Grecsati band 
(A warlike Circle) round Tydide* iland i 
Such was their look as l^ons bath'd in bloody 
Or foaming boars, the terror of the wood. 97$ 

Heav'n's Emprefs mingles with tbe mortal croud. 
And (houts, in Sten/or^s founding voice,^ aloud : 
Stentor the ftrong, endu'd with brazen lungs^ 
"Whofe throat furpafsM the force of fifty toogoes. 

Inglorious Jrgives / to your race a ihame^, ^ 

And only men in figure and in name 1 
Once from the walls your timVous foes engag'<^ 
IVhile fierce in war divine Achilles rag'd. 
Now ifltting fearkis they pofleis the pUus, 
Now win the ihorei), and fcarce the feas remain. 9!$ 



ftenxf to aUods Xm iooM maoner of moving that diftioguiflkM di?i^ 
Qitiet from mprtals. This opinion is likewife hinted- at by him ill: 
the fifth Mneidi where he fo heaudfiiUy and briefly eAomcratcs tb» 
4iftinguii^g mark; of a Deity. 



"Divina pgna dec$risy 



Ardii^fqut notate ocuhs : qui fpiritus ill/, 
S^ wt&m, ^uoiifyue forms, vel greffks eunti t 

't\^% faflage likewife- ftiengtheas what js faid in the notes on the 
W^ tM»ok. V. 26S. 

v. 97S. Stentor tbifinng^ endt^d wiibhraxai imgs,J There wa». 
• ncctmt^ ibr cryers whofe voices were ftronger than ordinary, in 
.thefe ancient timesy htfotc the u(e of trumpets was known in their 
aimies. ^nd that they were in eA^emafterwardSy may be icen 
from Hero^inf, where he takes notice diat Darius had in his train • 
an Jj^j^ian, whoie ^voice was louder" aiid Aronger than any man*9. 
of hU age. There is a farther propriety in H»mer*a attributing this 
voice to Jutm i becaoiSs yu/to^ is no other than the j£r, and becaufe 
tSieid&r it the cauft of Sounds Kftfiatbiut^ ^•Hda/w^ 

L Htt 
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Her fpeecH new fiuy to their hearts conreyM |. 
While near Ty^ida flood th* Atbeman maid ; 
The King befide his panticg fleeds (he foand^ 
O^crfpent with toil^ repofing on the groand: 
To cool his glowing il^and he ike afNut^. 990 

(The wound infliaiftl by the Lytimn dart) 
Large drops of fweat from all his limbs delcend^ 
Beneath his ponderous (hield his finews beod». 
Whole ample bdt that o'er his ihoulder lay^ 
He eas*di and wa(b*d the clotted gore away. 99^ 

The Goddeis leaning a*er the bending yoke, 
Bcfide hb coarfers, thas her filence broken 

I>egen*sate Fiince f and not of Ty^s^ kind,. . 
Whofe little body lodged a mighty mind ; 
Foremofl he prcf&^d in glorious toils to fliare^ looQ 

And fearce reframM when I forbad the war. 
Alone, nngnarded, once he dar*d to go. 
And feaft indrcled by the Theban foe i; 



V. 998. Degeurate Frince f- &c. J This fpttth of Mherifa to 
Dkmed derives iu whole force and efficacy from the of^nAve com- 
parifon ihe makes- between TyJeus aad his Ton. Tjdms when he 
was fin^e in the rity of his enemy, fought and overcame the Tbc" 
tnr, even the* Minerva forbad him ; Dhmud in the- midft* of his- 
anny,^ and with enemies inferior in nnmber, declines the fight, tho* 
iMSWerva commands him. Tydeus difobe\ s her, to engage in the bat- 
tel ; Dimmed difobeys her to avoid engini:ig ; and that too after he 
bad upon many occafions experienced, the afTiftaoce of the Goddefs. 
Madtm Dsiier fkould YiVft- ackuowledg'd thit remark ttf klong to 
Sifmbink 



'ilicte 
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There brav'd, and vanquilh'd, many a hardy Knight; 
Such nerves I gave him, and fuch force in fighl. loo; 
Thou too no kis haft been my conflant care ; 
Thy hands I arm'd, atid^ fent thee forth to war: 
But: thee or fear deters, or floth d Ains ; 
No drop of all thy father warms thy ^ns. 

The Chief thus anfwer'd mild. Immortal maid! xoio 
I own thy prefence, and confefa thy aid. 
Not fear, thou ksow'ft, witholds me from the plains. 
Nor floth hath feiz'd mr» but thy word retrains : 
From warring Gods thou bad'ft me turn my fpcar, 
And Venus only found refiftance here. loij 

Hence, Goddcfs? heedful of thy high commands. 
Loth I gave way, and warn'd our Argive bands ; 
96r MarSf the homicide, thefe eyes beheld. 
With ilaughter rtd, and raging round the field; 

Then thus Mwetva. Brave Tydidesy hear ! 1020 

Not Mars himfelf, nor ought immortal fear. 
Full on the God impel thy foaaiing horfe : 
Dallas comniands, and Paltas lends thee force. 
Rafh, furious, blind, from thefe to thofe he flies. 
And cvVy fide of wav'ring combatc tries ; 1025 

Large 

V* 10x4. Rajbj furmi^ bJitfd, from tbefg to ihofe beJUetJ} AStiermi 
in this place very well points the manners of. Mars, wfaofe bufi^eA 
was always to fortify the weaker fide, in order to keep up the broil. 
I tbyak the paflage includes a fioe allegory of the stature of «wr. 

njr 
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Large promife makes, and breaks the promift madcj 
Now gives the Grecians, now the Trcjant aid. 
. She faidy and to the fteed^ approaching near. 
Drew from his feat the martial charioteer. 
The vigorous pow'r the trembling car afcends, 1030 

Fierce for revenge i and Diomed attends. 
The groaning axle bent beneath the load ; 
So great a Hero, and fo great a God, 
She (natch*d the reins,, (he laih'd with all her force. 
And full on Mars impelPd the foaming horfe : 1035 

Bat firfl, to hide her heav*nly vifage, fpread 
Black Orcus* hehnet o'er her radiant head. 



Man is called ineonfioHU and a brtahr of bis frmija, bcaufc 
the chance of war is wavering, and uncertain viAory is perpetoally 
changing fides. This latent meaning of the Epithet cbOwir^iauiO^oi 
is talcen notice of by Euftathius, 

V. 1033. S0 great a God."] The tranflation has ventured to call 
a Goddefs fo ; in imitation of the Greek, which ufes the word 0i^ 
promifcuoufly for either gender. Some of the Latin Poets have not 
Icrapkd to do the fane. Siatius, Tbekud 4. (fpeakbg of Diana), 

Nee caret umbra Deo. 

And yirgil, JEneid i, where Mneas is conduced by Venus through 
the dangers of the fire and the enemy j 

Defcendoy ae ducente Deo, fiammam inter & bofies 

Expedior — —————— 

V. 1037. Black Orcus' helmet. "l As every thing that goes into the 
dirk empire of Pluto, or Orcus, difappears and is Ittn no more j the 
Greeks from thence borrowed this figurative expreiTion, to put on 
Pluto'* beUnet, that is to fay, to become iwvifble, Plato ufes this pro- 
verb in the tenth book of his Republiek^vki Artflopbanes in AcbamenJ. 
Eafatbius, 

■ \A 
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Juft then gigatttkk Peripbas lay flain. 
The ftrongeft warrior of th' uEtolian train ; 
The God who flew hin), leaves hb proftrate prize 1040 
Stretched were he fell, and at Tydides files. 
Now rufliing fierce, in equal arms appear. 
The daring Greek ; the dreadful God of war f 
Full at the chief, above his coarfer^s head. 
From Mars his arm th* enormous weapon fled : 104; 
Pallas oppo6*d her hand, and caused to glance- 
Far from the car, the (Irong immortal lancc; 
Then threw the force of Tjdeus* warlike fon^? 
The jav'lin hifs'd : the Goddcfs urg'd it on r 
Where the broad cin£lure girt his armour round, 105^0 
It pierc'd the God : His groin received the wound. 
From the vent ikin the warcior tugs agaia 
The fmoaking fleel. Mars bellows with the pain : 
Loud, as the roaf encoantring armies yield. 
When fhouting^ miilions ibake the thundVing field. 1 055 

Both 



V. 1054. Loud as the r$ar enewttring armiet yield,"] This byheMe 
to expreis the roaring of Marsy 10 ilrong as it is, yet is not eztravar 
gant. It wants not a quali^ing circumOaoce or two: the Yoice is 
not human, but that of a Deity j and the comparifon being takei- 
from an army, renders it more natural with refpe^l to the God of 
War. It is lefs daring to fay, that a God could fend forth a voic«4» 
Ibud as the (hout of two armies, than that Camilla,. ^Latian oympt^. 
could run fo fwiftly over the corn as not to bend an ear cf it. Oi^ 
to alfedge a nearer inftance, that Polyphemus, a meer mortal, ihcok 
all the ifland of Sia'fy, and made the dcepeft caverns of ^tna roar 
with his cries. Yet yirgii generally efcapes the cenfure of tboi^ 
mfidgrns who are ihocked wiih the hold ftv^ti of Hmtr, li fs vfu^ 
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mies dart, and tremUtfig gaze around ;; 

rth and heaven rebellow tO' the found. 

ours blown by Aufter^s fultry breathy 

Dt with plagues, and fhedding feeds of death,. 

!i the rage of burning Sirius rife, to6o 

the parched earth, and blacken all the fkiesi 

L a cloud the God from combate driv'n,. 

>*er the dufly whirlwind fcales the heav*nb 

rTith his pain, he (ought the bright abodes, 

{bllen fate beneath the Sire of Gods, 1065 

I the celefUal blood, and with a groan 

K)ur*d his plaints before th* immortal throne.. 

Jovcy fupine, flagitious fadls furvey, 

*ook the furies of this daring day I 

>rtal mea celeftiat powers engage, to/o 

od& on Gods exert etecnal rage* 



>fc who are ffavcs to common opin>on» to overlook or praifc 
B things in one, that they blame in another. They think 
date Homer in extolling the judgment of yirgilf who never 
it more than when be followed him in thefe boldneiTef. 
eed they who would take boldnels from poetry, muft leave 
n the room of it. 

•5S. jit vapours blown^ &c.] Mars after a /harp engagement, 
be rout of the Trojans^ wrapt in a whirlwind of daft, which 
)d by fo many thoufand combatants, flies towards Olympus, 
MBpates him in this eftate, to thofe black clouds wliich 
fcorching fouthern wind in the dog-days, are fometimes born 
Heaven ; for the wind, at that time gathering the dull to« 
forms a dark cloud of it. The heat of the fight, the prc- 
1 of the Trojansy together with the clouds of duft that flew 
le trniy, and took Mars- from the fight of his enemy, fup« 
wier with this oobk ima|e. Dacitt*. ;^ 
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From thee, O father ! all thefe ills we bear. 

And thy fell daughter with the (hield and fpear : 

Thou gav'ft that fury to the realms of light. 

Pernicious, wild, regardlefs of the right. 107; 

All hcav'n befide reveres thy fov' reign fway, 

I'hy voice we hear, and thy behefts obey : 

»Tis hers t' offend, and ev'n offending fhare 

Thy breaft, thy counfels, thy diftinguilh'd care : 

So boundlefs (he, and thou fo partial grown, 1080 

Well may we deem the wondVous birth thy own. 

Now frantic Dhmtd^ at her command, 

Againft th* Immortals lifts his raging hand : 

The heav'nly Venus firft his fury found. 

Me next encountering, me be darM to wound ; 1085 

Vanquilh'd I fled : Ev'n I the God of fight. 

From mortal madnefs fcarce was faVd by flight. 

Elfe had'ft thou feen me fink on yonder plain, 

Heap'd round, and heaving under loads of (lain ! 

Or pierc'd with Grecian darts, for ages lie, xcjo 

Condemned to pain, tho' fated not to die. 

Him 

' y. toj4. Tt'ffM ^4^y ihat fun to the reafms cf light, Terrflciyus, 
woUi^j &cr.] li h »er^ arfful in timer, to make Tl&ri accufe Minerva 
^of sA] thoTe finilTs and cnrtrmrties he was himfclf fo eminently guilty 
W* Thofc ptcvple wrin are the moft unjuft and violent, accufe others, 
'even the b*ft, of the fjm'e dimes: Every irrational man is a diftorted 
jjfuk, 111C5 fVCfy thing ty that wrong meafure, and forms his judg- 

^V. li^j, ta^J^rfrr/is ^niff, tho" fatd not to dieJ] Tbofe are 
mittnlffn who imapiie oUr s^athor leprelents his Go4s as mortal. 
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Him thus upbraiding, with a wrathful look 
The Lord of thunders view'd, and ftern befpokc. 
"^0 me, perfidious ! this lamenting drain ? 
Of lawlcis force fhall lawlefs Man complain ? 1095 

Of all the Gods who tread the fpangled ikies, 
^hoo moil unjud^ mod odious in our eyes ! 
Mmnan difcord is thy dire delight, 
The wade of ilaughter, and the rage of fight. 



He only reprefents the inferior or corporeal Deitiet as capable of 
pains and punithmchtJ, during the will of Jupiterj which U not in- 
con£Aent with true theology. H Mars rt laid in 2)rcif#*8 fpeech to 
Vtnut to have been near pmjhhg by Otuz and Ephialta, it means tio 
more Ann lafting mtfery, fuch as Jiipitir threatens him with wh?n 
he fpealcs of precipitaring him into ^artarui* Hemtr takes care to 
tell us both of this Ood and of Fluto^ when Faon cured them, that 
they were not mortal. 

Oj fAiy yd^ T» xalfltOvvroj y* iTitvxto. 

V. 1096. Of all tht Gods thou mfi unjufi, mofi odious^ &c.] 

JupUer't reprfmand of Mars is worthy tht jufbce and goodnefs of the 
grett Governor of the world, and feeme to be no more than was 
neceflary in this place Homtr here admirably diftinguiihes between 
Mintrva and Mars, that is to fay, between ff^ifdvm and ungoverned 
Fury I the former is produced from yupiter without a mother, to 
fhow that it proceeds from God alone \ (and Hcmer't alluding to that 
fable in the preceding fpeech ihows that he was not unacquainted 
with this opinion.) The latter is born of yupttsr and JutiOt becaufe, 
u Plato explains it, whatever is created by the miniftry of fccond 
caofes, and the concurrence of matter, partakes of that original fpirit 
of diidfion which reigned in the chaos, and is of a corrupt and re- 
bellious nature. The reader will find this allegory purfued wiUi 
great beauty in thefe two fpeeches ; efpecially where Jupiter concludes 
with faying he will not def^roy Mars, becaufe he comes from him- 
fclf J God will not annihilate Pajfion, which he created to be of ufe 
to Reafon : " Wifdom f fays Euftathius upon this place) has occafion 
" for paffion, in the fame manner as Princes have need of guards. 
*' Therefore reafon and wifdom correft and keep paflion in fubjcc- 
" tion, but do not* intirely dcftioy and mva U,'* 
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No bound, no law thy fiery temper quells, iioo 

And all thy mother in tby foul rebels. 
In vain our threats, in vain our pow'r we ufe ; I 

She gives th' example, and her fon purfues. j 

Yet long th* inflffted pangs thou /halt not mourn. 
Sprung fince thou art from Joviy and heav'nly born, rioj 
Klfc, dndgM with lightning, had'fl thou hence been thtowD» 
Where chainM on burning rocks the fitam groan. 

Thus he who (hakes Olympus with his nod ; 
Then gave to Paon't care the bleeding God. 
With gentle hand the baloi he pourM around, 1 1 ro 

And heard th' immortal Eefli^ and dos'd the woud«L 



V. I xo X. And all thy motber in thy foul reiels, &e.J Jupiter fiys of 
yuno, that /&; bas a temper which is infupportoBle, and knows not hew 
to fuimit, tho* he is perpetually ehafiijmg her with his reproofs, Momtr 
ftys no more than this, but M. Dacier adds, Sije ne la retenois pan la 
fewerittdts mes loix, il n^efi rien mCetle ne boiileverfitfi dans rCfhfmpe& 
fous rOlympe, U(:on which Ae makes a remark to this cfieA, 
<« That if it were not for the laws of providience, the whole worli 
** would be nothing but confufion/* This practice of refining and 
adding to Homer^t thought in the text, and then applauding the a«* 
thor for it in the notes, is pretty ufual with the more iiorid mp« 
dern tranHators. In the third Jliad^ in Helen^n fpeech to FristH, T. 
175. (he wifhes /he had rather dy*d than followed Paris to Trvf* 
To this is added in the French, Mais je n*eus ni affe» de coure^ m 
aJpM di vertUf for which there is not the leaft hint in Homer, I 
mention this particular inftance in pure juftice, becaule in the treatiie 
de la corruption du gout exam, de Liv. 3. (he triumphs over M, de la 
Motte, as if he had omitted the (etik and moral of Homer in that 
flace^ wh^a in.truth he only left out her own interpolation* 
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As when thciig's preft juice, kifus'd ki cream, 

Tocm^s coagalates the liqaid flream, 

SuddcB the flaids fix, the parts combinM ; 

Sadi, and fo foon, th' setherial texture join'd. 1115 

Qeaos'd from the daft and gore, fair Hehi dreft 

His mighty limbs in an immortal veft. 

Glorious he (ate, in majefty reflor'd, 

Paft I^ the throne of heav'n'« fuperior Lord. 

Jwo and Pallas mount the blefl abodes, 1 1 20 

Their talk performed, and mix among the Gods. 



V 1 112. At tvben the f£s. prefi jMce, &c.] The fudden operation 
«f the remedy adminiftred by Paoriy is well cxprefTed by this fimili- 
tode. It is uccefTary juft to take notice, that they anciently made 
«fe of the juice or fap of a fig for runnet, to caufe their milk to 
coagulate. It may not be amifs to obfervc, that Homtr is not very 
delicate in the choice of his alluAons. He often borrowed his fimiles 
fttm low life, and provided t4tey )iluftrat«d his thoughts In a juft and 
lively manner, i»t was all he had regard to. 

The allegory of this whole book lies fo open, is carried on with 
(iich cloienefs, and wound «p with fo much fullnefs and ftrengtb, 
tiiat it is a wonder how it could enter into the imagination of any 
critkk, that thefe actions' of l>/0fna/ were only a daring and extrava- 
gant fiction in Homer , as ff he aEe£led the matvelloui at any rate. 
The great moral of it is, that a braye man ihould not contend againft 
Heaven, but refift only Venus and Mar^, Incontinence and ungo- 
vemed Fury. Diomed is propofed as an example of a great and enter- 
prizing nature, which would perpetually be venturing too far, and 
committing extravagancies or impieties, did it not fuffisr itfelf to be 
checked and guided by Minerva or Prudence : For it is this JViJdom 
(as we arc told in the very firft lines of the book) that raifes a Hero 
above all others. Nothing is more obfervabk than the particular 
care Homer has taken to ihew he defigned this moral. He never 
omits any occafion throughout the book, to put it in exprefs terms 
into the mouths of the Gods, or perfcns of the greateil weight. 
Minerva, at the bcginnijig of the battel, is made to give this precept 
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to Diomed^ Fight mt arainfi the Gods, but gi've way to tiem, and re* 
fifi only Venus. The ^me Godde& opens his eyes, and eob'g^tens 
him fo far as to perceive when it is heaven that a^s immediately 
againft him, or when it is man only tliac oppofes him. The hero 
himfelf, as foon as he has performed her dilates in driving away 
Venuif ciies out, not as to the Goddeft, but as to the Pajffion, Thorn 
baft no hufinefs with warriors, is it not enough that thou deceit^ fi weak • 
women f Even the mother of Fenus, while flie comforts her daugh-' 
ter, bears teftimony to the moral , That man (fays (he) is not bt^" 
lived xvho contends with the Cods, And when Diomed, tranfported 
by his nature, proceeds but a ftep too far, ./i^ilo difcovera himfelf 
in the moft folemn manner, and declares this truth in his own voice^ 
as it were by direct revelation: Mortal, forbear, con/Uteri and hiow 
the vajl dijference there is between the Gods and thee. They are immortal 
and divine, but man a miferabk resile of the duft^ 
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• The A RG U M E N T. » 

The Epifodes of Glaucus and Diomed^ and cf' 
lieStor and Andramacbe. 



Ct*HE Gods hanjtng left ihe jUld^ the Grectans prroml. 
Helenus, the chief avgur of Troy, commantis HeAbr 
fo return to the -eity, in order to appoint a foiemn froteffim 
of the ^i^m and the Trojan matrons to the tompie of Mi- 
nerva, to intreat her to retno^e Diomed from the fight* 
^be battel relaxing during the ahfence of He£ior, GkacUB 
Aff// Diomed hafue an interwieiv hetiveen the t*wo armies % 
nvhcre loming to the knmvlcdge of the friendflfif and iw- 
fpitoHty pafi hetwoeen their anccjlors^ they make exchangi ef 
their arms. Hedlor halving performed the orders of Hele- 
Aus, pre<vedrd upon Paris to return to the battel^ andtaken^ 
a tender Uave of his tvife Androcnachej haftens again /# 
f he field 

7 he fccnc // firfi in the field of battel^ bcttveen the ri*uen ■ 
Sioiois and Scamander, and then changes to Troy. 
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Now heav'n fotiakes the fight t Th' inunortals 
yield 
To human force and human fkiQ, the field : 
Dark {how^rs of javlins fly from foes to foes i 
t^ow here, now there, the tide of combate flows ^ 
While Troy^s fam'd * dreams that bound the deathful plain 5 
Dn either fide run purple to th« main. 

Great Jjax Hrft to conqueil led the way, 
Broke the thick ranks, and turn'd the doubtful day. 

• Scamander and Simois. The 



V. 7. FirJI Ajax.) Ajax performs his exploits iininediately upon 
jie dej^arture of the Gods from the battel. It is obferved that this 
iicro is never aflifted by the Deities, as moft gf \iit xt^ wt\ ^«» V\^ 

Vol. JL £ Owx^^^ 
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'Xhc^llf'^^tiMjfcaMas his faulchion foimd, 

And ii^¥'d:th* enormous giant to the ground ; to 

H^ tfamvd^ribgaim a deadly llroke impreft 

Where the Wack horfe-hair nodded o'er his creft: 

FixM in his front the brazen weapon lies. 

And feals in endlefs fhades his fwimming tyts. 

Next Teutbras* Ton diftain'd the fands with bloody 15 
4xylus^ hofpitable, rich a^d good : 



chara£ler in the notes on the feventh book. The expreflion in the 
Gnek is, that he bnugbt light to his troops, which M. Ddder takes to 
^ meUphorical : I do not fee but it may be literal ; he brok^he 
thick fqutdrons of the enemy, and opened a paflfage for the light. 

V. 9. ^e Thracian Acamas.J This Thracian Prince is the fiune 
in whofc likenefs Mars appears in the preceding book, rallying the 
*J'rojans, and forcing the Greeks to retire. In the prefent defcription 
of his ftrength and fizc, we fee with what propriety this perfonage 
was fele£(ed by the poet, as fit to be affumed by the Gpd of war. 

V. 16. Axylus, ' hofpitahle.'] This beautiful rhara£ler ofjixyhuhu 
not been able to efcape the mifunderflanding -of fome of the coR)'- 
mentators, who thought Homer dcfignM it as a reproof of an undir 
ft ingul(h*d giioerofity. It is evidently a ftoiiegyrick on that virWCi 
and not improbably on the memory of fome excellent,, but -ahforto- 
n^^e man in that Country, whom the Poet honours with the ndWe 
title of J^ friend t9 wiankind. It is indeed a fevere reproof of the 
ingratitude of men, ^d a kind of fatire on human race, while hp 
rcpi'eftnts this lover of his fpecies miferably perifliing without affi- 
ihnce from any of thofc numbers he had obliged. This death il 
very moving, and the cincomflpnce of a faithful ferv^nt's dying by 
his fide, well imagined, and natural to Tiich ^ charad^er. His man- 
ner of keeping boufe near a frequented highway, and relieving all 
travellers, is agreeable to that ancient hofpitality which we now only 
read of. There is abundance of this fpirit every where in 'the 
ddyjfey. The Patriarchs in the Old Teflament fit at their gates to fee 
thole who pafs by, and intreat them to enter into their houfes : This 
cordial manner of invitation is particularly defcribed in the 1 8th and 
19th chapters of Genefis, Tljc ^<j/?<r7» nations ftem to have had a 
peculiar difpofition to theie exercifes of humanity, which continues 
ifi a greait meafore to this day. |t is ^et » pitece qf charity fifequest 
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In fair Arijha^z walls (his native place) 
' He held his feat ; ,a friend (o human xace. 

Fad 



with the liurhi to ere£l Cartpvanfer/ibSf or inns for the reception of 
travellers. Since I am upon this head, I muft mention one or two 
extraordinary examples of ancient he^itality. Diedorus Sicu/us writes 
of Gaih'as of Agrigenttm, that having built feveral inns for the relief 

.of Grangers, he appointed perfoas at the gates to invite all who t: a- 
'veDed to make ufe of them 5 and that this example was followed hy 
many others who were inclined after the'ancient manner to live in. a 
humane and beneficent correfpondence with mankind. That thu 
Calltas entertained and cloathed at one time no lefs than iive hun- 
dred horfemen ; and that there were in his cellars three hundred vcf- 
idif each of which contained an hundred hogfheads of wine. I'lie 
fame Author tells ns of another Agrigetitine, that at the marriage of 
his daughter feafted all the people of his city, who at that tin^c 

,.were above twenty thoufand. 

Herodotus in his fevcnth book ha? a ftory of this kind, which is 
prodigious, being. of a ptivate Ai>n ro.immcnfely rich, as to entertain 
Xerxes and his whole army, I (hall tranlcribc the palTage as I HnJ 
it translated to. my. hands. 

** Pytbius the ion of Atys, a Lydjan, then refiding in Cakncy cn- 
•* tertained the King and all his army with great magnificence, and 
^' offered him his trcafurcs towards the cxpcnce of the war ; which 

• ^ iiberaUty Xerxes communicating to the Perfiam about him, and 
•* aflcin^ who -this Pyfj&m was, and what riches he might have, to 

.•* enable him to make fuch an offer ? recei^'cd this anfwer: Pythus, 
- ** faid 'they, is the perfon who prcfented ypur father Darius with a 
'* plane-tree and vine of gold ; and after you, is the rlcheft man we 
*' know in the world. Xerxes furprizcd with thefe lafl; words, afkcd 
■*• him to what fum his treafures might amount. I (hall conceal 
•* nothing from you, faid Pytbius, nor pretend to be ignorant of my 
** own wealth 5 but being perfe^ly informM of the ftatc of ray ac- 
'* compts, ihall tell you ihe truth with finccrity. When I heard you 
«* was Teady to begin the march towards the Grecian fea, 1 refolvcd 
*« to prefent you with a fum of money towards the charge of the 
'* war; and to that end having taken an account of my riches, I 

- •* found by computation that I had two thoufand talents of filvtr, 

- •* and three millions nine hundred ninety. three thoufand pieces of 
*' gold, bearing the ftamp of Darius* Thefe trcafures I freely give 
** you, becaufe I (hall be lufficiently furnifhM with whatever is nc- 

• *"< ceiTary to life by the labour of my feryants and hulbandmen. 
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Fall by the road, bis ever open door 

Oblig'd the weakhy, and relkv'd the poor. ^o 

To ftcrn Tydides now he falls a prey, 

Ko friend to guard him in the dreadful day ! 

Breathlefs the good man fell, and by his fide 
. His faithful fervant, old Calefius dy'd. 

By gyeat Euryaks was Drrfus flain, 2^ 

Andi next he laid OfhtUius on the pfain. 

Two twins were near, bold, beautiful and young, 
. From a fair l^aiad and Bucolion fprung : 

(LaomedoiC% white flocks Bucolion fed. 

That monarch's firft-born by a foreign bed j 30 

In £ecret woods. he won the Naiad'' s grace. 

And two fair Infants crown'd his Urong embrace) 



^ Xerxei heard thde words with pleafure, and in anfwer to Py 
*' tbiut, faid ; My J^an hofk, fince I parted from Sufa I KaYC net 
*' found a man be/tde yourfelf, who has offered to entertain my 
•** army, or voluntarily to contribute his treafures to promote the 
** prefent expedition. You alone have treated my army magnificentlyi 
** and readily offered me immcnfe riches : Therefore, in return of 
<< your kindnefs, I make you my hofl \ and that you may be mailer 
** of the intire fum of four millions of gold, I will give you feven 
** thoufand Darian pieces out of my own treafure. Keep then all 
** the riches you now poftefs ; and if you know how to continue al- 
^' ways in the fame good difpofition, you ffaall never have reafbn to 
*' repent of your affc£lion to me, cither now or in future time." 

The fum here offered by Pytbius amounts, hy Brerewood^s compu- 
tation, to three millions three hundred feventy-five thoufand pounds 
Sterling, according' to the leffer valuation of talenU. I make no 
apology for infcrting fo rema/kablc a palTage at length, but fhall 
on]y add, that it was at lafl the fate of this Pytbius (like our jixykt) 
to experience the ingratitude of man 3 his dddt fon being afterwards 
cut in pieces, by the fame Xerxiu 

Hsce 
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id they hy in iill their youthful charms ; 

ilefs vidor firipp*d their ihiniiig arms. 

M. by Polypastes fell ; 35 

pear Pidytes fent to hell ; 

r's fhaft brave Arttaon bled^ 

hr\ Ton laid flem Abitrm dead ; 

gamemnon^ leader of the brave, 

rtal wound of rich ELtus gave, 40 

Id in Pedafus his proud abode, 

d the banks where ftlver Zatmo flowed. ' 

\m by Euryfyltis was flain ; 

flacus from Leitm flies in vtin. 

ifi Jdrajlus next at mercy lies 4$ 

the Spartan fpear,^ a living prize. 

idi the din and tumult of the fight. 

Song fteeds, precipitate in flight, 

» a *ramarijk''s ibong trunk, and broke 

ttcr'd chariot from the crooked yoke; 50 

er the field, refidlefs as the wind, 

f they fly, and leave their lord behind. 

n his face he finks befide the wheel : 

o^er him (hakes his vengeful fleel ; 

(en chief in fuppliant pofture preis'd 55 

lor's knees, and thus his pray'r addrefc'd. 

E 3 Oh 
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Oh fpare mf ytpodiy and for the' life I ovw* 
Large gifts of price jny father fhall bdlow; 
When fame fhall tell, that Act in battel flaia^ 
Thy hollow (hips his captive fon detain^ (O' 

Rich heaps of brais fhall in thy tent be told ; 
And fleel well-tem|>er'd, and perfuafivegold. 



V. 57. Ob fpare myf>uth, Ac.} This paifage, vfiSttt ^amettm 
takes away that Trojan z life whom Memiaus had pardoned, and b' 
not Iklain^ by Homer for fo doing, muft be afcnbed to the unciti- 
lized manners of- thofe times, when maokiod was not united by tk* 
bonds of a rational Society, and is not therefore to be imputed to 
the Poet, who followed nature as it was i»hhdays. ThthlADncaft- 
books of the Old Teftament abound in inftances of the like croelti 
to conquered enemies. . 

f^irgil had this part of Hcmer in his view, when he deCcribed -the 
dealh of Magus in the tenth /Eneii. Thtrfe lines of his prayer, 
where he offers a ranfonie, are tranflated from this of .^^4^r, bot* 
both the prayer and 'the anfw€rL<C«Mi makes when Ke rtf rifes hilB 
mrrcy, are very much heightened and in^aroved. Tb^-abo rectitr 
a great audition of beauty and propriety fi-om tjfic occanon on wludi 
he inferts them : Youag Filhi i» j^ft' k«IP-d,. itoi^Mmm'MK^m 
be revenged upon T^urnttiy meets this Magus, NottHng can be t 
more artful piece of AddtdV thdn theiirft liaet^tbatdTiip^licaliw^ 
if we coniider the chara^er of Mncas, to whom it is made* 

Perpatrios maws^ ferfpesfurgtntis luli, 

Te precor, banc animam ferves natojue, patn'fue* 

And what can exqsed the clofenefs and fulnefs of the. reply to it t 
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SufluUt ifta prior, jam turn Pallante perempto* 
Hoc patris Anthifte iriaoa, bbc ferftie Ji&ts, 

Thi? removej/the impdtatipfi of cnidty from JBneat, whieiiha^lew 
agreed wirh his chara£ler than it does with AgamemnorCs j whofe re» 
proof to Mehelaus in this place is not unlike that of Samuel to Saul, 
iat not kiliiog j^gag. 

He 
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He (aid : compaffion touched the heroes hearti 
He flood fufpended with the lifted dart : 
-As pity pleaded for his vanquifli'd prize, 65 

Stern Agamemnon fwift to vengeance flies. 
And furious, thus. Oh impotent of mind f 
Shall thefe, ihall \\ith Strides' mercy find ? 
Well liafl thou known proud Trofs perfidious landj 
And well her natives merit at thy hand f 70 

Not one of all the race, nor fex, nor age, 
%ttll fave a Trojan from our boundlefs rage : 
Ilion (hall perifh whole, and bury all j 
Her babes, her infants at the bread, fhall fall, 
A dreadful lefTon of exam pled fate, 75 

To warn the nations, and to curb the great! 

The monarch fpoke; the words with warmth addiell 
To rigid juftice fteelM his brother's bread. 
Fierce from his knees the haplefs chief he thraft; 
Tlie monarch's jav- lin dretchM him ia the daft. 80 



V._74. Hir imflimtf at, tbt hre^fi Jb4^ filial Or, her lA&ntx jff. 
In tbt wmt, for it will bear either feofe. V^t I think Madam^ 
batjier in the. right, in her affirmation that the Gmd^ ware nft aiy 
rivtd to that pitch oiF crusty to rip np the wombs of women with, 
child. Jitmtr. (fays (he) to remove aU equivocal meaning from thi* 
phraie, adds the words Xtfp«v iorra, jwoenem pueruhm txifitnttmf 
f^Acfa. would be ridicolous, were it faid of a child yet unborn. Be- 
fides, he would never haye. repvefemed one of. lus.firft heroes capa- 
ble of fo barbarous a crime, or at leaft would not have commended 
him {as he does jjft ^tftcr) for fuch a wicked exhortation. 



E4 Twos, 
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Then prefliog with his foot his panting heart. 

Forth from the (lain he tugg'd the reeking dart. 

Old Nejior faw, and rouz'd the warrior's rage i 

Thusi heroes ! thus the vigorous cooobate wage \ 

No fon of Man defcend, for fervile gains, 85 

To touch the booty, while a foe remains. 

Behold yon' glltt'ring hofl:^ your future fpoil ! 

Firfl gain the con(|ueft, then reward the toil. 

And now had Greece eternal fame acquired,, 
And frighted Troy within her walls retired i 9© 

Had not fage Heknus her date redref^. 
Taught by thje Gods that movM his facred bread ; 
Where HeSior Hood, with great Mneas join'd„ 
The feer reveal'd the counfels of his mind. 

Ye gen'rous chiefs ! on whom th' immortals lay 95 
The cares and glories of this doubtful day. 



V. 88. Tirfi gain the etnquefty then reward the toil."] This impor- 
tant maxim of war is very naturally introduced, upon Nefior'i having 
fiicn Menelaus ready to fparr an enemy for the fake of a ranfome. 
It was for fuch Jeircns as thefe (fays M. Dacicr) that Alexander io 
diuch' efteemed Homer, and /hidied bis poem. He made his ufe of 
this precept in the battel of Arbela, when Parmenio being in danger' 
of weakening the main body to defend the baggage, he feat this mef* 
fage to him : Leave the baggage there j for if we gain the vidlonr, 
we fhall not only recover what is our own^ but be mafters of aU 
that is the enemy*s. Hiftories ancient and modern are filled with 
examples of enterprizes that have mifcarried, and battels that have 
been loft^ by the greedinefs of foldiers for pillage. 



On 
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n your aids, your country's hopes depend, 
roofult, and a£live to defend ! 
our gates> your t>rave ^orts unite, 
:k the irooted, aad forbid the flight ; ;od 

their wires foft arms the cowards gain, 
t and infult of the hoftile train, 
mr commands have heartened ev^ry band, 
!, here fix'd, will make the dangerous ftand ; 
t we are, and fore of former fight, 105 

aits demand our lad remains of might, 
le, thou He^or to the town retire, 
h our mother what the Gods require : 

Direft 



ff^fe to confulf, and aSii^ve to defindJ] This « a two-fo!d 
piaire, exprcHing the excellence or chefe Princes both itk 
1 in battel. I think Madtai Dacier*s tranllation does not 
) the fcnfe of the original : La plus bardis & ks plus ex» 
da MS capitaitts, 

Thcu Heftor to the to^un.'] It has been a modern objec* 
mer& condudl, that Hc&or, upon whom the whole fate of 
lendedy is made to retire from the battel only to carry a 
Troy concerning a facrifice, w^ch might have been done 
an.y other. They think It abfurd in Heienus tp advife this, 
lor to comply with it. What occafioned this falfe critici(m 
they imagined it to be a piece of advice, and not a com^ 
'Unus was a prieft and augur of the higheft raak, lie en^ 

a point of religion, and Hc6ior obeys him as one infpired. 
en. The Trojan army was in the utmoft diftrefs, occa» 
.he prodigious flaughter made by Diomedt There was there-. 

reafon and ncccflity to propitiate Minerva who aflifted 
5 which tltknus might know, tho' HeS^r would have 
iiave Aayed and-truftcd to the arm of flcHi. Here is no- 

what may agree with each of their charaftcrs. HcRor 
: was obliged in religion^ but not before he has animated. 
, re-e{labii(hed the combate, rcpulfed the Gretks to fome 
eceived a promiic from Heienus that they would make a 
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Dii«£t ^ QMctt (0 l«i<tc!h* ttffembkd cnfis 

Of Troft chief matrOM ftl Miner*oa% hm i 1 lO 

Unbar the (acred gate^ and feek the pe^*|p 

Wlfii offered Vows, ia UhfPs topiiiofttoiir*r. 

The lai^eft nmi^ heir rkh' watdrbbesr Itold» 

Mod priz'd for art, MtF bbom^d of*er witfr gdd. 

Before the Goddefi* honoured kttdes be fpttsA^ ti $ 

y\nd iv^elte jrotuig heifers to her altars led. 

ff fe the powV, attonM by fervent pray'r. 

Our wives, oar infants, aiid otifcTty fpare, 

. And 



Aind at the gates,' and given one himfelf to the anny that he 
4ioM foon return to tht Aght : All which Homer has been careful 
to fpecify, to fave the honour, and preferve the character, of this 
hero. As to Heknus*s part, he faw the ftraits his countrymen were- 
ftduced to, he knew his authority as a priefi-, and defignoi to revive- 
the coan^ of the tropp) by a promife of divine ailiftance. Nothing 
a6ds more courage to the minds of men than fuperftition, and per- 
Kaps it was the only expedient then left 5 much like a nicifem prac- 
tice .in the army, to enjoin ^/afi when they wanted provifion. He". . 
Jfmrs coaH no way have made his promife more credible, than by 
i^Ading away Heffcr ; v^ich looked like an afTurance that nothng> 
cbuld prejudice them daring his abfence on fuch a religioQs account.. 
Ho leader of lefs authority than HeShr could fo proporly have en- 
joined thit folemn a£l of religion j and lailly, no other whofe va^ 
lour was lefs known than his, couM have left the army in this 
jOn^lure without a taint upon his honour. Homen makes this piety 
^cceed ; Paris is brought back to the fight, the Trojans afterwards 
prevail, and Jufrter appears openljr in their favour, /. 8. Tho* after 
all, I cannot difremble my opinion, that the Poet*s chief intention* 
SB this, was to intrpduce. that fine epifode of the parting of Helhr 
and Andramacbe* This chai^ of the fcene to Troy furnifhes him 
with a great nomber of beauties. By this means (fays Euftatbius)' 
th poem is for a time iivefied of the fiercAufs and molence of batteh^ 
^nd beinz as it nvere wajbed from Jlaughter and blood, becomes calm atuf" 
finiling by the beauty of rhefe various epifodes. 

V. 117. If fo the fovt'r^ atton^d, &c.] The Poet here plainly 
^ppcfcs Mtmh.^. hti %M in 3»is^tY, or fome other drvine infpi-' 
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And Ar wsm. TjditUi waftefbl ire. 

That mows whole troops, and makes all Trty retire, raa 

|lot thus Ahiiles taught our hofls.to dread. 

Sprung tho* he was. firoai more than morul bed 1- 

Not thus refii^efiinil'd the flreantof figh^ 

la rage nQboon4«d» ^ iminat^^^ in might; 

jy^r^tfT obedient h^rd} and, with^ah^mfb l^f 

I.e^*d from his trcqihliAg ^h^riQt to tbe gcouod j^ 
Thro* all his hoft, iafpiring farce, he fliesr 
And bids the thunder of the battle rife. 
With rage rfaoited the hpUTrojem glo.^r,^ 
And turn the tyde of confliA on tbe foe : t^^ 

Fierce in the front he ihakes two dazHng fpears^: 
AU Greta recedes, and raidft her triumph fieart. 



tk, well infonBed.that the might of IXiomtd, which wtoaghtfiiclL 
destruction among the Trojans, was the gift of Pa^as inccnfed 
i^ptnft them. The prophet therefore dire£ls prayers, offerings and 
£icrifices to be made to appeafe the anger of ihis offended Goddcfs j 
not to inyokfi the mercy of any propitious Deity. This is copfoiyn- 
^Ue to the whok fyftem of Pqgaa iuperftitloo» the woHhip whcxfpf 
betag grounded, not on love but fear, feems dire^cd rather to avert 
the miuice and anger of a wrathful and mifchjevous Daemon, than to 
ili^lore the afltftancc ^pd protection of a benevolent being. In this 
^nin. of rell^D this fame prophet is introduced by yirgiJ in tht 
third JEnadi giving particular direction to JEneas to appeafe the in- 
^^oation of ^pp, as the only means which could bring his labours 
Xg ^ ^rofprrotts end* 

Upum iliud tihif nate Dea, fraque omrilntr Unum 
Pradieam, & repetens iterumqve Uerumque moncbos 
Jutmtis magna primtim frece numen adora ; 
Junoni cane fuofa liiens, dcmi/iamque potcptem 
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Some God, they thoaght, who ral'd the fate of wars, * ^ 

Shot down avenging, from the vault of ilars. 

Then thus, aloud. Ye dauntlefs Z>«r<^xrj hear [ 13$ 
And you whom diftant nations fend to war ! 
Be mindful of the ftrength your ^hers bore ;* 1^ 

Be ftill yourfelves, and He^or sSks no more. 1 xs 

One hour demands roe in the Trojan wall, I ^ 

To bid our altars flame, and vidlims fall r 14O * ° 

Nor (haU, I trulb, the matrons holy train 
And rev'rend elders, feek the Gods in vain. 

This faid, with ample ftrides the hero paft ; 
The (hield*s large orb behind his ihoulder cafl^^ 
His neck o^erihading, to his ancle hung f 14$ 

And as he marched, the brazen buckler rung. 

Now paus'd the battel, (Godlike He^or gone) 
Vnien daring Glaucus and great Tydeut^ fon 

Between 

V. ^47. TBf interview of Glaucus atid Diomed.] No paiTage inr 
our Author has been the fubjeft of more fcvere and gxx>undlers cri- 
ticifms than this, where thefe two heroes enter into a long conver- 
fatlon (as they will have it) in the heat of a battle. Monfievr 
Dacier's an{wer in defence of Homer is fo full, that I cannot do 
better than to^ tranflate it from his remarks on the 26th chapter 
9fArtftotU's Foetiu There can be nothing more unjaft than the 
criticifms paft upon things tha/t are the e3eA of cu'ftom. It was 
ufoai ijx ancient times for foldiers to talk together before thoy eir* 
countered* H^vtcr is full of examples of this fort, and he very well 
deferves we fhould b» £6 juft as to believe, he had never done it fo 
often, but that it was agreeable to the manntrs of his age. But 
this is not only a thing of cuftom, but founded oa reafon itfelf. 
The ties of hofpitality in thofe times were held more facred than 
thofc of blood ; and it is on that account Diomed gives fo long an 
MtidioKC to CkuQUif y^hom be ackMY^led^e^ to be his. gueft, with 
3 - Niiwiaw 



f 
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^tween both armies met: The chiefi firoin far 

ObfervM each ether, and had marked for war«. T50 



Near 



^om1c was not lawful to engage in- combaite. Homtr makes ait 
admirable ufe of this conjunfhsre, to introduce an entertaining HAoty 
after fo many battles as he has been defcribing, and to anbend the 
mind of his reader by a recital of fo much variety as the ftopy of 
the family of Sifypbus, It may be farther obferved, with what 
addrefs and management he places this long converiation ; it is not 
dnring the beat of an obftinatc battle, which had been too imieafon- 
able to be excufed by any cuftom whatever ; bat he brings it in 
after he has made HeSfor retire into Trey, when the abience of Co 
powerfttl an enemy had given Di(med that leifure which he could 
not have had otherwife. One need only read the judicious remark, 
of Eujlatbius upon this place. The Poet (fays he) a/itr having eaufcd 
Kc&OT to go out of the fight y interruftt the violence of wars, and 
gives fimt rebtxation to the reader, in caufing him to paft from the 
tonfitpm and dijordcr of the a&ion to the tranquillity and fsfurity of 
an hifiorieal narration. For by means of the hafpy epifode o/*G]auais, he 
cafis a ^kouCand f leafing wonders into bis poem ; as fables, that include 
heautiful atl^oriesy biftories, genealogies, J'entences, ancient cufioms, and 
Jeveral other grace* thai tend to the diverfifying of bis work, and 
which by breaking (as one may Jay) the monotony of it, ^agreeably 
iufiru£l the reader, Ltt us obfetve in how fine a manner JHomer has 
hereby praifcd botb Diomed and HcElor, For he makes tia know, 
that as long as Heflor is in the field, the Greeks have not the lea(b 
leifure to tsdce breath ; and that as foon as he quits it, all the Tro- 
jans, however they had regained all theiif advantages, were not able 
, to employ Diomed fo far as to prevent his entertaining himfelf with 
Glaucus without any danger to his party. Some may think after 
all, that tho* we may juftify H<mer, yet we cannot excufc the 
manners of hb time j it not being natural for men with fwords 
in their hands to dialogue together in cool blood juft before they 
engage. But not to allcdge, that thei'e very manners yet remain in 
thofe countries, which have not beea corrupted by the commerce 
of other nations, (which is a great itgn^ of their being natural) 
what reafon can be offered that it is more natural to fall on at 
firft fight with rage and fierccnefs, than to fpeak to an enemy before 
the encounter? Thus far Monfieur Dacier-y and St. Enremont a/ks 
humouroufiy, if it might not be as proper in that country for men 
to harangue before they fought, as it is in England to make fpecchcs 
before they are hanged? 

That Honfer is not in general apt to make unfeafenable ha- 
rangues (as thcfe cenfttzen would ceprefent) may a^ peac from tl^ 
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Near at thejr drew, TjdUesAmhfffut. 
What art thott^ boMflft of the sace o£ llalk^ 

Cor 



• caie. hcL faai Aewii ia OMny phfitt ta avoid- tl«in»: » 

wfaoi ia the fifth book JBmm beiog owed om a fiidkka in tlift 
niddk of the fight, ia ftoa with fitrptice by hitibUicft ; ho fpoct* 
Has with pardcular caotioa, that they a/kd-bim m fmflhm bein b§ 
btcMm aintt, in e time of io aoch bufinefs and afUoft. Again, 
vhen these ia a neoeffity in the fitme book that Mimerva Iboeld 
have frconleRnce with Dwmi, in ofder to carafe him afainft Mim» 
(after her pn^bibition to him to fi^ with the Gods) ifoawr chafta 
a tiaM fiur that fpa e ch, }«ft when the herouia retired behind h» 
diartot to take bieath, which waa the ooly moment that could be 
^arOd daring the hurry of that whoJr engageffleat. One mlgbt 
ptodace maay inftancea of the fame kind. 

The diieovrfe of Gkaiem to Jhtmtd is feverely cenfared, not oaljr 
an accoai^ of the circamflance of time and place, but likewifc on 
the fcore of the fnljeft, which is taxed as improper, and forogn to 
the end and defign of the poem. But the Criticks wiio have made 
tbia objedion, fcem neitlier to comprehend the defign of tM Pioee 
hi general, nor the particular aim of this difcoorfe. Many pdiffiigBa> 
hi the baft aacient Poets appear unafiediag at pnefeat, which pro*- 
hably gave the ^ateft delight to their firft readera, faecaofe they 
were nearly interefled in what was there related. It is very phun- 
that Homer defigned this poem as a monument to the bonoitr of tbe 
GrtAs^ who, tho* confiding of feveral independent fodeties, weie 
yet very national in point of glory, being ftrongly affeded with every 
thing that feemed to advance the honour of their common country, 
and refendful of any indignity ojffiBred to it. This difpofition was the* 
ground of that grand alliance which is the fubjed of this poem. To 
men fo fond of their country^s glory, what could be more agrceable- 
than to read a hiftory filled with wonders of a. noble family tranf- 
planted from Greece into AJia f They might here learn with pkafure* 
that the Grecian virtues did not degenerate by removing into difiaot 
dimes : but efpedally they muft be affeded with uncommon deligbt 
to find that Sarpedmt and Glaucus, the braveft of the Trojaif auxiliaries,- 
were originally Creeks. 

Taffb in this manner has introduced an agreeable epifiide, which 
ftews Clorinda the offspring of Ckriftian parents, though engaged in- 
the fervice of the Jnjideh^ Cant. la. 

V. 149* Between both armies met, 9cc'\ It is ufual with Hemetf, 
before he introduces a hero, to make as it 4rere a halt, to render 
him the more remarkable. Nothing could mors prepare the atten- 
Oui aai €Mpe€t9tiQa of the ic?tdet|^ thaa this circamfifiace at the 
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Oar eyes, till now, thafi aljpea n^et beheld. 

Where fame it reap*d amid tk*^nbittel*d fidd!;. 

Yet far before the troops dioa dar*ft appear;. 15 ^ 

And meet a lance the fierceft heroes fear. 
Unhappy they, and born oClttcIdefi fires; 
Who tempt onr fary w&eii M«r«vif fires F 
Bat if from heav'n^ cekftial thou defeend ;; 
£b«w, with immortals we no more contend. 160 

-Not long Lycurgus view'd the gialden lig)it, ' 
That daring mao who mix'd widi Qods in fight f 



•Mt meeting of Di«med and CUtueus, Juft at the time when the 
mind begins to be weary with the battel, it is direrted with the 
profpeA 'of a fingle fcmbate, which of a fadden tumt to ah inter- 
view d^ friendfhip, and an unexpeded fcene of ibciable virtue. The 
whole air of the convei&tioB. between theis two heraee has finnething 
heroically folemn in it. 

y. 159. Bui iffrtm k§gv*ni &c.] A ^i«fe cfaaage of mind fromi 
the greateft impiety to as great fuperftition, is frequently obfervable 
in men who having been guilty of the moft heino«s crimes without 
any remorfe, on the fudden are filled with doubts and fcruples about 
the moft lawful or indifferent actions. This feems the prefent cafe 
^DiomeJ, who having knowingly woundedand infulted the Deities,, 
is now afraid to engage the firft man he meets, left perhaps a God 
might be concealed in that ihape. This difppfition of Diomed pro* 
duces the queftion he ^ituts to Chucus, which widiout tbis confidera- 
lion will appear impertment, and fo naturally ocrafions that agreeable^ 
epifode ofJBeikropbM, which- Cr^^nrnw relates in anfwer to Dimed. 

V. i6i. Not A7ff^ Lycurgus, ^r.] What Dmmt^ here fays is the 
eflFe£t of remorfe, as if he had exceeded the commiffion of Pa/Jas iil 
encountering with, the Gods,, and dreaded<the confequenoes of pro- 
feeding too far.. At leaft he had no fuoh commiffion now, and be- 
fides, was no longec capable of diftinguiihiag them from men, (a 
faculty (he had given him in the foregoing book :) He therefore 
mf ntions this ftory of Lycurgus as an example that fufficed to terrify 
him froit) ^o raih an undertaking. . The giound of the fable they 
% Is this i J^'Xc^ cauicd«iiioft of the \ixUa of his country to be 
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Bacchus^ and Bacchui^ votaries^ he drove . 

With brandifh'd ftccl from Aj^'s facred groY^ 

Their confecrated fpears lay fcatter'd round, i6$ 

With curling vines and twilling ivy bound ; 

While Bacchus headlong fonght the briny flo^. 

And Thetis'* arms received the tremblmg God. 

Nor fail'd the crime th* immortals wrath to move, 

fTh' immortals bleft with endlefs eafe above) 17a 

Deprived of fight by their avenging doom, 

Chearlefs he breath'd, and wanderM in the gloom : 

Then funk unpity'd to the dire abodes, 

A wretch accurft, and hated by the Gods ! 

I brave not heav*n : But if the fruits of eardi 17 j 

Sufiam thy life, and human be thy birth ; 

Bold as thou art, too prodigal of breath. 

Approach, and enter the dark gates of death. 

What, 

rooted up> fo that his fubje£ls were oWiged to mix it with watcr„ 
Mrhen it was Jcfs plentiful : Hence it was fejgn*d that Thetis rccciv'd 
Bacchus into her bofom. 

. V. 170. Immortals bkfl with endhfs cafi.'] Though Dacier*s and 
flBf ft of the verfions take no notice of the epithets ufed in this placr,. 
0£O» ^u» ^uWfTiff Dii facile feu beati wwntn j. the tranflatoc. 
thought it a beauty which he could not but endeavotui to preferve. 
Jbiibon Teems to have had this in his eye in his fecond book ; 



•^Tbou ivUt Bring me'foon 



To that new toorld •f Kght and blifi, among 
The Gods who live at cafe 

V. 178. Approach, and enter the dark gates of death.J This 
hJivghty ak which Hmer ^cs hii heioes wa« doubtkfs >copy of 
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What, or from whence I am, or who my fire, 
^cply'd the chief) can Tydeus" fon inquire I 1 80 

ike leaves on trees the race of man is found. 
Tow green in youth, now wickering on the ground ; 
nother race the following fpring fuppliea^ 
'hey fall fucceffive, and fuccefllve riiie i, 



\t manners and hyperbolical fpeeches of there times. Thus CaUah 
1 Davidy I Sam» ch. 17. j^ffroacb, and I ivill give thy JUJh to the 
w/s^ of the air and the beafii of the field. The Orientals fpeak 
le iame language to this day. 

V. 181. hike leaves on tfees,'} There is a noble gravity in the 
rgiuning of this fpeech of Glaueus, according to the true ftyle 0^ 
ttiquity. Few and evil are our days. This beautiful thought of our 
uthor, wheiieby the race of men are compared- to th» leaves oi 
ees, is celebrated by Simonidcs in a fine fragment extant in Stobaus% 
he fame thought may bft fouAd m Etclefia^cuSy ch. 14. v. iS*. 
moft in the fame words ; As of the green leaves on a tkich tree^, 
me f ally and fome grow \ fi is the generation offiefi and blood, one 
metb to an end, and another is hom» 

The reader, who has feen fo many pafTages imitated from 
r«5w/r by fuccteding Poets> will no doubt be plcafed to fee one of 
1 ancient Poet which Homer has heie imitated : this is a fragment 
I Mufaus preferved. by Ckifuns Alexandrinus in his Stromata, lib. 6% 

ho* this comparifon be juftly admired for its beauty in this obvious 
>plication to the mortality and fucceifion of human hfe, it fcems 
awever deHgned by the Poet in this place as a proper, emblem o£ 
ie traofitory ftate, not of men, but of families, which being by 
leir misfortunes or follies fallen and decayed, do again in a happier 
afon revive and flouri/h in the fsiXfi(i and virtues of their pofterify t 
1 this knit it is a dirc£l anfwer to what Dimmed had aiked, as welt 
I a proper preface to what Glaueus relates of his own familjr,^ 
hich havini been extinct in. Qoritithy had recovered new life, in, 
ycia* 

- So 
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So generations in their courfe decajr, 185 

So ilouriih thefe, when thofe are. paft away. 
But if thou (till per£ft to fearch my birth. 
Then hear a tale that fills the fpacions^ earth* 

A city (lands on Jrgos* utmoft bound, 
(Argos the £ur for warlike^ fteeds- renownM) 190 

^olioH Sijypbus^ with wifiiom bleft. 
In ancient time the happy walkpofi^. 
Then called Epiyre: Gkueus was his fon^ 
QttzX GJaucuSf fa$hfiT:Oi Bellerophaft, 
Who o*er the Tons of men in beauty fhin^d, i^ 

Lov^d for that valeiir which prefenres mankind. 
Theft nkighty Pnetus Jtgos* fceptres fway^d^ 
Whofe hard commands BielltrQpbom oUy*d, 
Wiih direful jealottfy the. monarch ragM,. 
A)id the brave Prince in numerous toils eiis^g,\i; 20A 

For him, .^^at burned with Iiii4er8 flime. 
And ftrove to tempt him fronvtfae palhs of &»o$ 



v. J93. fheit caWi Epbyrei] It wts^ke fame whieh was after* 
wards called Qwintb, and had t£at name in Hmer'* tune^ as appeart 
^m his catalogue, ▼. 77. 

V. 196. Lev^iifir thai wtlmr vfkkb ptefervti WMnkind.'] Tbif 
4iftiadk>n of true valour, wfaieb has the good of mankhid far kv 
ciid, in oppofition to the valour of tyrants or oppveflbrs, is beautifal* 
hf hinted by Homer in the epithet i^rupii, amutbk valour* Sach 
as was that of Beliertjphon, who freed the land from monfters, and 
creatures deftrud^ve to his fpecies. It b applyM to this younf 
liero with irarticular judgment and propriety, if we confider the in- 
nocence and'gentlenefs of his manners appearing from the following 
l^ory> which every one will obferre has a great reiemblance with 
Aat cfjofifb in the fcriptoiei* 
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Jfl vain fhe tempted the relendeft yootli^ 

£nda*d with wirdom, facred fear^ and troth, 

Pir^d at his fcorn the Queen to Pr^etus Mi, 205 

And begg*d revenge for her infaked bed : 

Ilitens'd he heard^ refdving on his fate.^ 

Bat hofpitable laws reftrainTd his htXti 

To Lycia the devoted youth he fent. 

With ubiets feal'd^ that tohi his dire intent* a>o 

Now bleft by ev'ry pow'r who guards the good» 

The chief auiv*d at Xatabus* filver fUod : 

There LytleC% tAonarch paid him honours due ^ 

Nine days he feafted, and ninr holla he flew. 

But when the tenth bright mortHng orient ^w^d^ 115 

The faithfhi youth hiamonarch'8,mandateifa0W*d.: 

The fatal tablets, 'till that inftant feal*d» 

The dcetfafut fccrat to tteKIog raradl^di 

f^irft dire C^/Vst^^^^s conqucft.was eB^in'd* 

X mbg^ed monfter, bfno mortal kind i zt^ 

Behind 

V. ai6. lli>efaithJulym1yhitmoMrtKtmtadtiH.JI^^d^ PhttMreh 
onich coxnmends tbe virtue of BeBer^hw, who ^thfuU^ c^rry^d 
Oiole letters he might fo juftly /u&^ of ill confequence to him : 
The piUS^<; is ia his difcoorfe of curi^, umI worth tranfcribingt 
*' A man of curiofity is void of aU faith, aad it is better to tmft 
** letters or any important fecrets to fervaats, than to friends ani 
" fa^^ars of an iiujuifitive temper. Belien^bw, when be caiTy'd 
'' letters that ordered his own deftru^tion, did not uofeal them, but 
^^ forbore touching the King*s difpatcfa«i with the fame continence, 
'''as be had refrained from injuring l^s bed: For curiofity is air 
" incontinence as well as adiiltery/* • 

V. a 1 9. Firft dire Chimaera.] Chitnara was feignM to have the 
hnd of a lyon breathing flames, thft hodv of % %Q^X) um^ ^S&a. ^sKs^. 
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Behind, a dragon's fiery tail was fpread ; 
A goat's rougb body bore a lyon's head; 
Her pitchy noftrils flaky flames expire ; 
Her gaping throat emits infernal fire. 

This ped he flaoghter'd (for he read the flues, tt^ 
And trufled heav'n's informing prodigies) 
Then met in arms the Solym^an crew^ 
(Fieiceft of Men) and thofe the warrior flew. 
Next the bold j^mazon's whole force defy'd ; 
And conquered dill, lor heav'n was on his fide. 2}9 

Nor ended here his toils: Hi^ Lycian foes 
At his return, a treacheroos ambulh rofe» 
With levelTd fpears along the winding (hore ; 
There fell they breathlefs, and returned no more. 



•f a dragon ; Becaufe the mountaiii of that name in I^da hzi a 
vuicano on its top, and oouriflied Jyons } the middle part affbrdcl 
pafture for goats, and the bottom was infefted with ferpents. Beik* 
rtij>bon deftroying thcfe, and rendring' the mountain habitable, was 
(aid to have conquered Chimara. He calls thfs monfter 0e««» ynof* 
in the manner of the Hebrerwsy who gave to any thing vaft or extra- 
ordinary the appellative of Divine, So the Pfalmift fays. The mtuf 
tjHim of Ged, &c 

V. 227. The Sdymsean cmv.^ Thcfe Solymi were a*^ ancient na- 
tion inhabiting the mountainous parts of /(fia Minor, between Lycia 
and Pijidia, ^Uny mentions them as an inllance of a people fa 
ihtirely deftroyed, that no footfteps of them remained in his timet 
Some authors both ancient and modem> from a refembhce in found 
to the Latin name of Jerufalem, have confounded them with the 
y«i;x. Tifcitus, fpeaking of the various opinions concerning the 
origin of the Jewift> nation, has thefe words.: Clara alii traJuft 
Judaorum im'tia, Sofymos carminibus Bomeri celebratam gentcm, condiui 
Urbi'Hitrofolymam ntmcn i fuo fecijfc, Hift. lib. 6. 
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At length the monarch with repentant grief 235 

t>nfe(s'd the Gods, and God-defcended chief; 
b daughter gave, the ftranger to detain, 
ith half the honours of his ample reign. 
lie LyuoMs grant a chofen fpace of ground, 
ith wood8,.-M^th vineyards, and with harvefts crown'd. 240 
^ere long the i:hief his happy lot poiTefsM, 
ith two brave fons and one UXt daughter blefsM, 
air ev'n in heav-nly eyes ; her fruitful Love 
t)wn*d with Sarfedon*% birth th' embrace of yove) 



V. 239. The Lyciaiw ^ant a chofen fpace cf ground. '^ It was ufusll 
the aocient times^ upon any fignal piece of fervice performed by 
i Kings, or great men, to have a portion of land decreed by the 
biick as a reward to them. Thus when Sarpedon in the twelfth 
ok incites Glaueut to behave himielf valiantly, he puts him in 
ad of thefe poflSefllons granted by his countrymen. 

r^avxf. Til) ^i fui TthfAiifAtcr^a fulT^rmr-'^^c, 

I the fame manner in the ninth book of Virgilf Niftu is promisM 
r Afcaniui the fields which were poiTefled by Latinus, as a reward 
r the iervicc he undertook* 



'Camfi quod rex bahet ipfe Latinus* 



\fipman has an interpolation in this place to tell us that this fieid 
as afterwards called by the Lycians, The fold of nvandrings, from 
e wandrings and di(lra£tion of Belkropbcn in- the latter part of 
• life. But they were not thefe fields that were called 'AXi|i'«f, 
It thofe upon which he fell from the horie Pegafus, when he en- 
avouKd (as the fable has it) to mount to heaven. 

Bat 
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But when at laft, diihufl^ in his mind, 245 

Forfook by heay'toy forfaking human kind. 

Wide o'er th* JJii^ £cld he chofe to ttny, 

A long, forkmiy oncoinfortable wayi 

Woes heap'd on wees confimi'd his wifted heart ; ^ 

His beaateoos idaughter fell by Pbasbe^s dart ; 250 

His eldellborn by raging Mtiyt was ikin. 

In corobate on the S^lfsn^an^kin. 

Hifpolocbus furvivM ; from him I camey 

The bonoar*d author of my birth and name^i 

By his decree I fought the Trojan town, 2; J 

By his inibrufUon learn to win renown. 



V. 245. But when at leftt ftc] The fame Criticks <»ho \Mt 
-faxed •HwKr iot being too tedious in this flory of Belleropbon, have 
cenfured him for omitting to relate the particular bffence which had . 
raifed the anger of the Gods againft a man formerly fo highly favoarcd 
by them: But-thii relation comUig from the mourtfa of hit grandfoOf 
it is with great decorum and propriety he pafles oTsr jin filcnce thofe 
crimes of his anceftor, which had provoked the divine Vengeance 
againft him. Milton has mttrvowen this ftory with what Homer heie 
niiatcs oi BelUropb^n, 

Z.efifr9m tbTifiyingfised unreirfd (as »nce 
Bellerophsn, t bo' from a lower clinu) 
Dijmuntedonthe AXtMnfaidlfall, 
Erroneous there to wander and forlorn, 

Parad. loft, B. 7. '' 

Ttf/^ in his third book of TV/c^Zm^^efttons; having obfenred tbit 
/fCrCbna oppvefTed with woe naturally fisek folitude,.iflfiance8 t)u8«t« 
- MDfle of BeUifopbctty and gives us his tranilation of two of thcfe linet* 

^«i mifer in campos nuerens errabat Aleis, 
J^JeJumn cor tdem, bomimtm 'vefiigia wtans* 

I t« 
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nd the firil in worth as m command, 
i new honours ta my native land, 

my eyes my mighty iircs to place, 

nulate the glories of our race. '. 260 

fpqkc* and tranfport Hll'd 7jdides* lieait } 

ih the genVous warrior ^""^ hia dart, 

friendly, thus, the Lycian Prince addrefi^ 

me, my brave hereditary gaeft! 

sver let us meet wiih kind embrace, 26$ 

ain the facred friendihip of our race. 

, chief, oar grandfires have been gUefis of old ; 

the ftrong, Belieropbon the bold : 
icient feat his honoured pref^nce gracM, 
: twenty days in genial rites he pa&'d. 270 

67. Our grandjiref have been guefii of cld.y The laws of iu>« 
r wen anciently held in gnsit veneration. The friendihip con- 
hereby was fo facred, that they preferred it to all the bands of 
;uinity and alliance, and accounted it obligatory even to the 
id fourth generation. We have ieen in the foregoing fiory of 
>hon, that Pratus, a Prince under the fuppofition of being in- 
i the higheft degree, is yet afraid to revenge himfelf upon the 
il on this account : He is forced to fend him into Lycia rather ' 
! guilty of a breach of this law in his own country. And the King 
a having entertained the Granger before he unfeaPd the letters, 
m upon expeditions abroad, in which he might be deftroyed, 
than at his court. We here fee Diomed and Glaucus agreeing 

be enemies during the whole courfe of a war, only becaufe 
randfathers had been mutual guefts. And we afterwards jfind 
engaged with the Greeks on this account againft the Trojans^ 
. he was himfelf of Tro/^aA extraction, the JKphew of Priam 

mother^s fide, and coufin german of HeSlor, whofe hfe he 
; with the. utmoft violence; They preferved in their families 
rfents which had been made on thefe occafions, as obliged to 
it to their children the memorials of this tight of hofpiulity. 



! 
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The parting heroes mutual prefents left; 
A golden goblet was thy grandfu^'s gift ; 
Oeneus a belt of matchlefs work beftow'd. 
That rich with Syrian dye refulgent glowM. 
(This from hit pledge Ileam'd, which iafdy flor*d ifl 
Among my treafures, dill adorns my board : 
For 7y^««4eft me young, when Theti^s wail 
Beheld the Tons o£ Greece untimely faH.) 
Mindful of this, in friend(hip let us join; 
If heav*n our fteps to foreign lands incline, 2S0 

My gueft in Argoj thou, and I in Lycia thine. * 
Enough of Trojans to this lance fhall yieki> 
In the full harveft of yon' ample field ; 
Enough of Greeks (hall dye thy fpear with gore; 
But thou and Diomed be foes no more. 285 

Now change we arms, and prove to either hoft 
We guard the friendfhip of the line we boaft. 
Thus haying faid, the gallant chiefs alight. 
Their hands they join, their mutual faith they plight; 
Brave Glaucus then each narrow thought refign'd, 29O 
(Jove warm'd his bofom and inlarg'd his mind) 

For 



V. 29 1. Jove ^oarm'd his bofcm and in!arg*J bis mind,'] The words 
in the original arc l^f AsTo ^peya?, which may equally be interpreted, 
be took away bis frnfe, or be elevated bis mind* The former being t 
reflexion upon Glaucus'' s prudence, for making lb unequal an ek- 
change, the latter a praiTe of the magnanimiry and generofity whidi 
induced him to it. For^bvrj conteads foi its being underftcod in thb 
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Por DiomeJ^s brafs arms, of mean dcviect 

Por which nine oxen paid (a vulgar.pricc) 

He gave his own, of gold divinely wrought, 

^ hundred Beeves the ihining purchafe boqght. 295 

Meantime the guardian of the Trojatf ftale^ 
^feat He^or entered at the S</taa pit. 
^Qeath the beech tree*& cpnfecrated ihades, 
^^e Tro/an matrons and the TVp/^/r maids 
'^I'Ound him flocked, a)l pcefkM with ptons care 300 

'Or hufbands, brothers, fons, engaged in war. 
^^ bids the traia in long proqf^n gp, 
^'^d feek the Gods, t -avert th' impeadiiig woe* 
"^"HJ bow to Priam's &%ttiy courts he came, 
^isM on arched colui^ns^ of ftcqpendoos frame ; 305 



-?^ way, and Eufiatbius, MonTieur and Madam Daeier arc <Jf the 
^'^le opinion. Notwithftandiog it is certaixr that Ihmer ufes the 
^l^e words in the contrary fenfe in the feventeenth XaJf v. 470. of 
^« original, and in the nineteenth, v. -137. And it is fui obvious 
^^tiark, that the interpretation of Porphyry as much difhonours Z)»tf- 
"^^ wlu> propofed this exchange, as it does- hoao«r to Glautut for 
^^Hfenting to it. However, I liavc followed it, if not as. the jufier, 
^^ the moft heroic fenfe, and as it has the nobler air in poetry. 

V. 295. A bundrtd heeva.} I wonder the curious nave not re* 
^Uirkcd from this place, that the proportion of the value of gofd to 
^>'afs in the time of the Tnjan war, was but as an htmdred to nitti } 
^lowing thefe armours of equal weight: which as they belonged to 
<^en of equal ftrength, is a reafooable fuppoAtioA* As to this man- 
ner of computing the value of the armour by beeves or oxen, it might 
^e either becaufe the money was anciently ftamped with thofe figures, 
Or, (which is moft probable in this place) becaufe in thofe times they 
generally purchafed by exchange of commodities, as we fee by a 
l^alfage near the end of the icventh book. 
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* 0*er theie a nnge of marUe ftru6ture rails, - ' 
The rich pavilions of his fifty fons. 
In fifty chaifibers lodg*d : and rooms of ftate 
Opposed to thofe, where Priam's daughters fate : 
Twelve domes for them and their lov'd fpoufcs flume, 310 
Of equal beauty, and of po1i(h*d Hone. 
Hither great Heffor pafs*d, nor pafs'd nnfeen 
Of royal Hecuia, his mother Queen. 
tWith her Laoitice, whofe beauteous ^ee 
Surpafs'd the nymphs of Tr^^silluHrious race) 3'5 

Long in a fb-ift embrace (he held her fon, 
And prefsM his hand, and tender thus begun. 
O Hedorf fay, what great occafion calls 
My fon from 6ght, when Greece furrounds our walls? 
Com'fl thoH to fopplicate th* almighty powV; 3^^ 

With lifted bauds firom IlMz lofty towV ? 
Stay, till I bring the cup with Bacebus crownM, 
In Jonn's high name, to fprinkle on the ground. 
And pay due vows to aH the Gods around. 
Then with a plenteous draught refrefh thy 6)u], 3^5 
And draw new fpirits from the genVous bowl ; 
Spent as thou art with long laborious fight. 
The brave defender of thy country*s right. 



Far 



! 



1 
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Par hence, be Bacchus' gifts (the chief rcjoioM) 
inflaming wine, pernicious to maDkind^ 330 

Unnerves the Umbs, and duUs the noble mind. 
^et chie& abflain., and.fpare the facred juice 
^o iprinkle to the Gods^ its better ufe. 
^y me that holy office were prophanM : 
U fits it me, with hunum gore diftain^d, 33^ 



V. 329. Fat "heme hi Bacchiis* j^tfk t ■ ■ fa/hwwy tpfw.] This 
igjum ot Heffcr*s concerning wioe^ has a great deal of trath in it. 
^is a vulgar miftalOe to imagine iht «fe ^of vAne either raSfes the 
iiri^> or increafes ftrength. The beft Phyficians agree with Homer 
I this point ; whatever our modern foldiers may cibjed to this old 
eroic r^imeit* One may take notice that Sampfon as well as HtBor 
ras a water-drinker; for he wits a Naxarite by vow, and as fuch 
ras forbid the ufe of wise. To which Milton aiiudts ia his Samffin 
^arufies : 

Wbertrever fountain or frejb a&rent jM'd ' 
^ainft tilt efifiem ray, tranjkcent furo^ 
With touch 4etbereai ^ beavn^x Jiery rod, 
J drank, from the cUar milky juiie allay ing 
Tbirfty and refrefl^d \ nor wufd them ihi gra^^ 
fVhofe heads that turhulent liquor fUs with fumes* 

V. 335. Ill fts it me, with buptan gore SJlain^ d^'itcJ] The cnAom 
hich prohibits perfons polluted with blood to perform any offices of 
[vine worihip before they were puriiied> is fo ancient and univerfal, 
lat it may in fome fort be efteemed a precept of natural religion, 
aidifig to infpire an uncommon dread and Ttligious horror of blood- 
ed. There is a fine, pafTage in Euripides where Jpbigenia argues hov/ 
Qjoilfible it is that huinan facrifices ihould be acceptable to the Giods, 
Bce the^ do not permit any defiled With blood, or even polluted 
ith the touch of a dead body, to come near their altars. Jphig, in 
auris, v. 380. Virpl makes his Juntas fay the fame thing Ue^or 
xi here. 

'* . Me bello i tanto digr^um & evde reetnti 

jSttreeiare nefas, donee mefiundne ihvo 

Abluero* n ^ 
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To the pure Hsm dide horrid haocb to vaifey 
Or offer beav^n^j great Sire pollutedrpnufe. 
Vou, withyoarHMitrons, go! a ^otleflrttiiii/ 
And bum rick Odours in MAs^t^'s^^e. 
The largeft mantle your full ivtardrdbesMd, < )40 
Moft prfz*d for art, and latMur*doV widi goM, 
Before the Goddo6' iMiiMUrM lUMsht^jfW^ 
And twelve young heifers to her altar led. 
Somiytfacj^n atieft*^by fchrtflt^yfr, 
dor wives, oor iirfants» and our city (pare, 345 

And far avert Tj^iides* w^Vttfvl ire. 
Who tnows \ifhole trodps, aAd makes all 7it|;re^. 
Be this, O mother, your rdigious^ care; 
I go to rottze foft P^r/i to the war ; 
If yet, not loft to all die feafe of ihame, 350 

The recreant vt^arrior hear the voice of fame. 
Oh would kind earth the hateful wrtlch embrace. 
That peft of Tr&y, that ruin of oor race ! 
Beep to the dark abyfs might he drfcead, 
froy yet ihonld flourish, and roy forrows end. 3$5 

This heard, Ihe gave comrnand s and fummon'd cave 
Each noble matron and \iIlufb-ious -dame. 
The Phrygian Queen to her rich wardrobe went. 
Where treafur'd odours breath'd a ^(My fceat ' 



There 
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ay the vedaies, of no vnlgir art, '360 

t maids embroidered evVy part» 
from (oh SiJoH yoathfol Paris bofti 
hUn tooching on the TyrianttiWt^ 
B the Queen ret olv'd with eawful eyet 
kriouB textuMi and the various ifm^ 365 '- 

dfe a veil that (hone fuperior fkr^ 
ow*d refulgent ai the momlog flar. 
Pwith this the long proceffion leads t 
ain miO^ftjcally flow proceeds. 
s to UM% topmoft tow'r they ocmie^ 37c 

K^nl reach the high PaiiaMoM dppi^ 
r^sconforty fatr T'ArMrtf waits 
Um^ prleftefs^ and onbars the gates, 
bands uplifted and imploring eyes^ 
SB the dome with fopplicating cries* 37$ 

The 



$1. fiUoaUn Mi/ii,} JPb'^ Cttimfk, /iki, acqnainti ni that 
(turned not dire^y to Trey after the npe of Heli$, hut fetched 
nfk, probably to avoid pDritut« He^^iidked at Sid»9f where he 
4 the King of fhrniia* by iiight»« aad carried off raany of hit 
;s and captives, aoMOg whidfk probabhr were thefe Sidonian 
. The author of the ancient poem </the Offrhek fays, he > 
rom Sfartu to Troy in the fpace of three days s from which 
Htr$dciui coBclttdei that poem was not Hmmrt, We find in 
ptvres, that Tyre and $ijkn were famous for works in gold, 
iery, 6^<k and for whatever regarded magmficenee and luxury. 
174. With Jbandi yfUfitd.] The only geftum dcfcribcd by 
ai ufed by tl^e anctenMi in the iaKooatiM of th» Gods, it.th« 
np.«f ^heir hands to hmven, . VkgH fao^nonth aUndd to this 
i\ particularly io:xh« ftc«a4jb«Akth«eciita|NMii^ thfjb eia ty 
:b is much railed by tlus coofideratioa* ^^ 
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The Priclle(s then the fliining veil difplays^ 
PlacM on Miner*va*B knees, and thas Ihe prays. 

Oh awfiil Goddefs ! ever dreadful maid, 
Troft ftrong defence, tinconquerM PaUas^ aid f 
Break thoa 73^/4!?i*.fpeaF^ and let him fall 3^0' 

Prone on the daft, before the TrQJan waU. 



Ecce trahehatur paffts Prutmns virgo 

Crinibus, a temph, Caffandra, adytiSque Minerv^y t 

Ad ctelum tefidem ardentia lumina frujiraf 

Lumina ! nam teneras artebant itincuh palm^s.. >" •• '•* 'i^ - 

v. 378. Ob anvful Goddefs, &c.J This proccflion of t^eTro/rfw* 
xnatirons to the temple oi Minerva, with their oSutx'm^, and the cerc" 
monies j though it "be a paCge fome moderns have criticifed upon,' 
ieems to have particularly pleafed Virgil, For he haf not only Ia^, 
troduced it among the figures in the picture at Cartba^t, JEn, U 

▼.483. . ' .' . V . / ■ ?\ 

Interea ad templum non aqua TaUadii ihant . ^ 

Crinibui Iliades paj/iiy pephmque fer'ebdni 

Suppliciter triftes y & tunfii pfSora palrmi^ : i' • 

D/W Jolo jixoi ocuUx averfa tencbat. 

But he has again copied it in the eleventh book, where the Latlan 
dames make the fame proceflion upon the approach of ^neas to their 
city. The prayer, to the Ooddefa it trahSated afapoft wdrd ibr 
word : v. 483. • ■ \' • * . . . u .. . 

Armipcttitt^Hi frajlei, Tritonitf virgtj^ 
Frange mgnu iebtm'Fbrypi prdMi, &t ipfitm 
Prouum Jkme fik ftrtijfui ejfimde fmb^ «/!ni« 

This prayer in the LMtin Poet feeon iotrodoced with kit propriety^ 
lince Pallas appears no where iat^efted in the,cQtfdii6k of affairs throV. 
the whole JEn^> . The ^rft.iioe^ jthe Qrmk here is trasflaccd m»^ 
literally than the former ver/ioos ; spvff(flr}o^», }lta BtcUiw. I t^e 
tiie firft epithet to allnde to Mimtwt^v being the ftfrtjcular p»ote€bc& 
of 7nr|f I7 nbeans of .^U p0Uadiinih tod set (aeMr. Jf«A^< uadcr- 
i|ui^/r> d^ffot^^lra&'efifUatietioieiiivil. '' • 
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So twelve young heifer:-, jjuihlcfs of the yoke. 

Shall fill thy tempi^ . »i a giateful fmoke. 

But thou, atton'd by p- ntcnce and prayV, 

OuifelveSy our infants, and our city fpare ! 3jS c 

Sopray'd the Priefleis in her holy fane; 

So vow'd the matrons, but they vow'd in vain. 

While thefe appear before the pow'r with pray'rs^ 
He^or to Pan's' lofty dome repairs. 
Himfelf the maniion rais'd, from ev'ry part 390 

•Aflembling arcbite^ of matchlefs art. 

Near 



V. 387. But tBey vinvd in valn.'\ For Helenus only ordered that 
frayers fhould be made to Minerva to drive Diomed from before the 
walls. But Tbeano prays that Diomed may perifh, and perifh flying, . 
vrliich is included in his falling for*tvard. Madam Dacier is fo free as 
to obferve here, that women are feldom moderate in the prayers they 
make againft their enemies, and therefore are feldom heard. 

V, 390. Himfelf the manfan rmCd.'\ I muft own myfelf not {or . 
great an enemy to Parit ai fome of the commentators. His blind 
paflioa it the unfortunate occafion of the ruin of his country, and he 
has the ill fate to have all his fine qualities fwallowed up in that. 
And indeed I cannot fay he endeavour^ much to be a better man 
than his nature made him. But as to his parts and turn of mind, 
I (be nothing that is either weak or wicked, the general manners of 
thofe times confidered. On the contrary, a gentle foul, patient of 
good advice, though indolent enough to forget it ; and liable only to 
that frailty of love, which methinks might in his cafe as well a? 
BtkfCt be charged upon the Starts and the Godx. So veiy amorous a 
Gonftitution, and fo incomparable a beauty to provoke it, might be 
temptation enough even to a wife mian, and in fome degree make 
him dePerve compafiion, if not pardon. It is remarkable, that lU- 
mar does not paint him and Helen (as fome other Poets would have 
done) like monflers, odious to Gods and Men, but allows their 
cfaaiadefs fuch efteemable qualifications as could confift, and in tnuK- 
generally do, with tender frailties. He gives Faris feveral polite ac- 
compliihments, and in particular a turn to thofe fciences that are the- . 
tefult bf a fine imagination. He niakes him have a tafU and ad.- ■ 
di^ion to curtwi works of til forts, which caufcd Uok \A Uv^Cyst^ 
F 4 ^V^AwCwi 
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Near Priam's court and Heffcr's palace (lands 

The pompoai (If uAqre, and the town commands. 

A fpear the hero bore of wondrous (Irength^ 

Of full ten cubits wai the lance's lengthi 395 

The (teely point with golden ringlets joinM, 

Before hiro brandiih'd, at each motion (hinM. 

Thus entring in the glitt>ing rooms he found 

His brother chief, whofe ufth^ils arms lay rounds 

His eyes delighting with their fpkndld (how» 4^ 

Brightening the (hield, and poliflung the bow. 

Befide him Hf/en with her virgins (Unds» 

Guides their rich labours, and inftrufts their hands. 

Him tlius unadlive, with an ardent look 
The Prince beheld, and high refenting fpoke. 4<^ 

Thy hate to Trey, Is this the time to (how ? 
(Oh wretch ilKfated, and diy country's foe!) 

Pfirtt 



Stdtmsn trtifb ta Tf^, ami emplox himlelf at home in •doraisi 
tod finifliing hit annou^ t Aad now «^ are told that be afibnbM 
the moft (kilfttl builders from all parts of the country, to reader bit 
palace a ^ompleat piece of ArchiteShrt, This together vrith '«rbat 
Mmtr has faid elfewhere of his ikill in the Fwf, which in tbofil 
days inclVided h^tYkMufick und'Poetry, may I think eftabliflr him s 
Beil Efprit tnA 9L Jim gtmut, ^ 

V. 406. Tb^batetoTtojt&c,'] All the commentators oMttfe 
thia fpeech wHtEhr to be a piece of artifice t he feems to imafiiie 
that the retirement ofFttris proceeds only from his refentment agidi^ 
the Trojans, and not from \m indolence^ loxunr, or any other canft. 
Fhttarck thus difcourfes upon it. *' As a dikreet i^iyfidan rsftfa^r 
'< chufea to cure his patient by diet or reft, than by caft'oreun il? 
<< fcammony^ i^ a food friend, a good mailer, or a ^ood father, ale 
" Mlways better pleirfbd to maiie vie of commeodation^than- rtpnt/, 
" fot ih€ icfomitioB of SDMORiax tot tkci^b^ & mtjch aflHh a 
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Paris and Gntcf aj^unfi os bpth c^o^pir^ 

Thy dofff refeotncQt, and tMr itcivcliilm. 

For thee great UumH gqardian bciOfK itfl, 4i# 

7111 heaps of dead alooe dcfiopd bfr WI0 1 

For thee the foldiar Uce^ the natron «iwnm 

And wafteful war in all 'mtwf banv. 

XJngrateful man I dfifervet not this thy KK^tn 

Our troops to hearten, and oor t»ils lo fliaic ^ 4^5 

Rife, or behold the (pn9u*riog jBamci afccnd^ 

Y^nd all the Phrygian glories at an end. 

firocher, 'tis jafi (reply 'd the beaqteous yout^) 

Thy free remonftran^e proves thy worth and tiiilh: 



" nan wh« iryrcheods wi|hfrMlma& ^ad li Wrl^ PuMn% DTP^VS hlpn 
" lefs offenfive, or better promotes hit good de^D, than to reprove 
«< with ca)imie^> fAsftipm m4 tenrcr. i^^gU aol th^mfore to 
*' urge them too feverehr if they deny tbe fa^, nor foreftill their 
*< jttftification of tbeniM«e|^ %mt Mther try to hclf 4ham wt, and 
<* fomifh them artificially with hopeft 4nd (olpttra))le pretences to 
** excttfe them j and though he feet that their fault proceeded from 
** » more ihameful caufe, jie ihpwld yet igipiifie it Xo fomerhing lefe 
« criminal. Thus i/r^«r deals with Paris, when he tells him, TJ^ii 
** is mi the time /» wmniM jtmr mngaraput^ikt Tjqi«is » As if his 
*< retreat from the battel had not been abfolutely a flJIght, |>ut merely 
•* the eftefi of vefentmeAt tod Jiid>gnatw>a. Pint, if AwtoM^ 4L 
•* jfaurerfrom a friend.*'' 

V. 418. Brtber, Uisjufi, &c. Paris readily lays hold of the pre- 
^/nttUtiBfir had furniflic^ him with, and cobfeflcs he has partly 
lovched upon the true reafon of hi; retreat^ but that it was alfo partly 
•ccafioned by the concern be 6:lt at ihe viAory of his sival. Next be 
ftofeflfes his readinels for the fight : but nothing can be a ficer Ki^t 
\d we conf der his charaQer) niaa what limer puts into his mcurh 
joft in this place* that be is mw ^ehorted to it hy Heten : Iff^ich 
fiiews that najt the danger of his couStry and parents^ nother private 
<dhamr, nor publick hatred, could fo much prevail; upon him, as the 
ftmnandu eC bit miAsdi^ to go aad reooYer hit honour* 



«5 
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Yet charge my aWcnCe lefs, oh gfen*rot» chief f * 42b 
On hate to fVipyj^than cdnfcions fhaatt and grief: 
H^e, hid from bamah'^yes/ th^f'btDther iatev - 
And moum'd in fecrct,* his|- and lfion\ttXe, 
*Tis now eii(kigh ? now glory' fpreads her diarms. 
And beauteous Helen dOh her chief to arms. " 42$ 

Conqned to day my happkr (word may btefi, 
*Tis man's to fight, but hcav Vs to give fdixefs. * 
But while I arm; contain tl^ ardenf inihd ; 
Or go» and Path (hall not lag behind. 

He faid, nor anfwerM Fnam*s warlike fon ; j^y> 

When Heten thus with lowly grace bega». 

Oh gen'rous brother ! if the guihy dame 
That causM thefe woes, defervies a fifler*is name f 
Wou'd heaven, e'er all thefe dreadful deeds were done. 
The day^ that fiiow'd me to the golden &n^ . 43; 

Had feen my death ! Why^ did not whirlwinds bear 
The fatal infant to the fowls of air ? 
Why funk I not beneath the whelming tide, 
And 'fflidft the coatings of the waters dy'd? 



T.432. HdeaVjJ^Mc^.] The ' repentance of Helaia (whicfi ifs^ 
bave tefose obferved Homer never lofes an oppoitonity of manifeftln()i 
13 finely touched again, here. Upon the who]e^ we lee the Cods aie 
always concerned in what befalls an unfortunate beauty: Her ftai» 
fcredoom'd' all the xnifchief, ^d Heaven was Co blame in UAtrix\g. . 
ker to live : Then (he fairly' gets quit of the infamy of her loyer, 
«od (hews Ihe has higher fentiments of honour than he. How very 
«;»iii«l is ail Uiis ill the lilw characters to this da^? . 
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Heav*ii fiird up all my ills, and I accorft 44X> 

Bore ally and Paris of thofc ills the worft- 
Heltft at lead a braver fpoafe might daim^ 
Warm*d with feme virtue, feme regard of £ime f 
Now tir'd with toils, thy fainting limbs reding 
With toils, fuibin'd for Patis* lake and mine : 445 

The Gods have linked our miferable doom^ 
Our prefent woe, and infiuny to come : 
Wide fhall it fpread, and laft thro' ages long» 
Example fad ! and theme of future fong. 

The chief reply 'd : This time forbids to reft : 45:^ 
The Trojan bands by hoflik fury preft. 
Demand their Hedor^ and his arm rei^ire i 
The combate urges, and my feuPs on fire. 
Urge thott thy Knight to march where glory calls. 
And timelyjoin me, e'er I. leave the walls, 45; 

£*er yet I mingle in the direful fray. 
My wife, my infant, claim a moment's (lay ; 
This day (perhaps the lafl that fees me here) 
Demands a parting word, a tender tear : 
This day, feme God who hates our Trojan land- 460 
May vanquilh He^or ty a Grecian hand. 

He faid, and pafs'd with fad prefaging heart 
To feek his fpoufe, his foaPs far dearer part ;. 

At 

V. 462. The Epifode of Heilor /tr.d Andromache.]- ATjwct un- 
doubtedly fiiines moil upoa the great (ub\e«^^, \u ui^vci^ ^>u 'v^^'a- 
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Atihome he foaght hti, bat he fou^ m vain ; 

She, with one maidtif aH her ttenial train, -46} 

Had thence retir*d ; and with her fetend jay^f 

The young Jftyanstx^ the hope iifTroy. 

Pcnfive (he ftood o» Icon's tow'ry height. 

Beheld the war, and fickeu'd at the fight 1 

Thtfi 



ration or terrors Pity^ tnd the fofter paflions, are not fo much of 
the nature of hts Ptem, which if fbnneB upon anger and the violence 
of ambition. But we have caufe to thinlc his genius was no left 
capable of touching the heart with tendernefs, than of firing it with 
glory, from the few /ke^{\es he has left us of his eiccellence in that 
way too. In the prefent £pifode of the parting of if«J7or and ^- 
dromocbe, he has a/Tembled all that lo¥e, grief, and companion couU 
infpire. The greateft cenfurers of Homer hz\e acknowledged them- 
felvcs charmed with this part ; even Moiifieur Peraith tranflttcd it 
in.o French verfe as a kind of penitential facrifice for the facrileges 
he had committed againft this author. 

This Epifode tends very much to raife the character of Htffor, and 
endear him to every reader. This hero, tho* doubtful if he fliould 
ever fee Troy^ again, yet goes not to his wifie and child, *till after 
he has taken care for the facrifice, exhorted Paris to the fight, and 
di^cliarged every duty to the Gods, and to his country j his love of 
v.hich, as we formerly remarked, makes his chief chara^ler. What 
A beautiful contfraile has Homer made between the manners of Parh 
and tbofe of Heffor, as he here (hews them one after the otiier in 
rHs domeftick li^Ut, and' in their regards to the fair fex ? What a 
difference between the chara^ers and behaviour of Helen and of jin- 
dromaehe f And what an amiable picture of conjugal love, opp /fed 
to that of unlawfVil paflion ? 

I muft not forget, tliat Mr. Dryien has formerly tranflated this 
adm'rable Epiibde, and with fo much fucceft, as to Itrave me. at lealk 
no hopes of improving or equalling it. The utmoft 1 can pretend it 
to have avoided a few modem pluafrs and deviations from the ori- 
giuol, which have efcaped that great man. I am unwilling to re- 
mark upon an author to whom every Engtijb Poet owes fo much \ 
;«ad fhall therefore only take notice of a criticifm of his, which I 
tnuil be obliged to aafwer in its place, as it is an accufation of Hmer 
hmfelf. 

V. ^68. Peffive Jbe Jhod •« lUon'i rawVy leight,} It is a fine 
ic23gljj^» tc rep.e^at the ttntetici^ ^aS A«Aw««c\» \qx H«<tT^ bx 



BoorVI. tiOMER's ILUD. ,33 

There her M tyes in Tain her Lord ei^iiore, 470 

Or weep the woohds har UeediBg eomifty b^^. 
Bat he who found not whom hb toal deir*d, 
Whofe virtue charm*d him as her beaacj fir*d. 
Stood in the gates, and aik*d viiiat way fhe bent 
Her parting ftep ? If to th< fane (he went, 475 

Where late the moaming matrons made refort ; 
Or fought her Men in the Tro/aft coart ? 
Not to the court, (reply *d th* attendant train) 
Nor mix*d with matrons to Minerva^ fane : 
To UioH\ fttepy tow'r fhe bent her way, 480 

To mark the fortunes of the doubtful day. 
^rfjf fled, (he heard^ before the Grecian fword ; 
She heard, and trembled for her abfent Lord t 
Dtftraded with furprhee, ihe feem'd to fly, 
I'ear on her dieek, and forrow in her eye. 4S5 

The* mufe attended with her infant )x)y. 
The yoong Afyanax^ the hope of TVvjp. 



her ftaDding upon die tower of Tr«y, and watchiag all his motioiit 
in the field ; even the rdigious procciHon to Minervd*s temple coaM 
MOC draw her from this pkice> at a time whea (he thought her huf- 
band in danger. 

V. 473. 9fl)iffe nnrtue cbamCd him, &c.] H^mer in this yerfe par- 
He >hmzes the virtoe oi Andromache in the epithet dfM.vfAOKt, hlame^ 
iefh or without afitttk, I -have ofed it literally in another part of 
this £piibde« 



Hiffor, 
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fIfSor, this he&rdy returned without delay ; 
Swift thro'- the town ke trod his foriner way. 
Thro* ftreets of palaces, and walics of ftate; 490 

And met the mourner at the Scaau gate. 
With hade to meet him iprunglthe joyful fair^ 
His blameleA. wife, Mtion's wealthy heir : 
(Cilician Thebe great Aition fway*d. 
And Hippop!a<us* wide- extended fhade) . 495 

The nurfe Hood near, in whofe embraces preft 
His only hope hung fmiling at her breail. 
Whom each foft charm and early grace adornv 
Fair as the new born flar that gilds the morn. 
To this lov'd infant HeSlor gave the name 50a 

Scamandrius, from Scamanderh honour'd ftrcam; 



V. 488. He£lor» tits beards feturtCdJ] Jieffor 6oc» not ihiy t9 
fcek his wife on the tower of Ilion, but ha/lens where the bufineft of 
the field calls him. Homer is never wanting in point of honour anl 
decency, and while he conftantly obeys the ftri£left rules, finds a waji 
to make them contribute to the beauty of his poem. Here for in- 
ftance he has managed it Co, that this obfervance of HeShrs is the 
f aufe of a very pleafing furprizc to the reader ; for at firft he is not 
a little difappointed to find that Hg{hr docs not meet Andromache, and 
is no lefs pleafed afterwards to fee them encounter by chance^ which. 
gives him a fatisfadion he thought he had loft. Daaer, 

v. 501. Scamandrius, from Scamander*i b9Hodr*d flream, &c.J 
This manner of giving proper names to children^ derived from any 
place, accident, or quality belonging to them or their parents, is very 
ancient, and was cuftomary among the Hebrews. The Trojans called 
the fon of Heflor, jifyanax, becaufe (as it is faid here and at the end 
of the twenty-fecond book) his fafber defended the city. There arc 
many inftances of the fame kind m the thirtieth chapter of Genef^ 
where the names ghren to Jacfb'z children, and the rcafons of thofc 
Xiioit^j are enomesated. 



i^^yciin^ii 
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the Trtyans call'd the hoy, ^ 
I great father^ the ddience of Tre^ • 
e warrior fmif'd, and pleasM refign'd 
er pafliOAS affl his inightjr tiiiod : fqc 

iteout PrinceTs caft a moomful look, . 
I his handy and then dejcded fpoke; 
xtn laboar^d with a bodhig figh, 
big tear ftood trembling in her eye, 
larkg Prince! ah whither dbft thou run? 51^ 
brgetful oJF thy wife and fon f 
ik*ft thon not how wretched we (hall be, 
r I, an helplefs orphan he f 
fuch coarage length of life denieS;^ 
a mud fall, thy virtae^s iacrifice. 5*5 

\ her £ing|e heroes Urove in vain ; 
fts oppofe thee, and thoa mufl be ilain T 
t me, Gods ! e'er He^or meetft hb doom, * 

1 aik of heav*n, an early tomb I 
di my days in one fad teoeurroo^ 520 

i uich forrows as they firil begun, 
nt now remains, my griefis to fhare, '^ 

srV aid, no mother's tender care, 
ce Achilles wrapt our walla in fire, 
bebe wafle, and flew my warlike Sire f 521^ 

His 

.... . . . .1 

^. The fierce AiiiAeii 6f/.] -^dr,: Dry Jen, iftthc preface to. 
rolasac of Mj/celitnty j^oems, has ^ ^ y&^^ccvcQX v^)!^ V^x 
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His fiue compafliOQ in tke vidof bred i 
Stern as he was, he yecxeverM the dead. 



•f this fpeech, which b ghoKthtr VBWDitiisr «f Um. ** jtn4r^ . 

^ macbe {tayt he) in the midft of her concernment and. fright ftr 
" Heff9r, runs off her biafs, to tell him a floiy •f her f ti Afp€% uA 
<< of the lamentable death of her. father, her mother, and her Sgn$ 
«* brothers. The Vev'd was in Heffor, if he )inew not all this nuK^ 
*' ttr, as well as flie who told it him ; for flie had been hi» Jbed* 
«* fellow for many years together ; And if he knew it, then it inuft 
<< be confeflfed, that H$mer in this long digreflioo ha) latHer. fivci» U 
^' his own chara£ler, than that of the fair Lady whom he paints. 
^ His dear frieids the commehtatart, who ]i«¥cr fai|-hMtt;at« pbch, 
«' will needs excufe him, by making the prefent ibrrow of j^ndrf 
«* tnacbe, to oceafion the remembrance <jf all the paft : But otbeit 
*' think that /he had enough to do with that grief which now op - 
•* prefled her, without runntng for afiiftance to her family.'* But 
nay it not be anfwered, That nothing was more satural iaAaJf' 
piache, than to recollect her paft calamities. In order to reprefent her 
prefent diftrefs to HeSar in a ftrosger light, and flicw bar otter d»> 
iertion if he Aiould pf ri(h ? What could more effectually work npoo 
% generous and tender mind, like that of H«ffer f What oould thn^" 
fore be more proper to each of the r charadeis ? If HtCior be ia- 
duced to refrain from the iteld, it proceeds from cempaflion to A^ 
dnmacbt : If Andromacbt en^feavour to perfuade him, it proceeds frtoi 
her fear for the life of Heffor, Homer had yet a farther vieW in thh* 
recapitulation \ it tends to raiie his chief hero Achilla^ and ac^oaian 
ttt with thofe great atchievements of his which preceded the opening 
«f the Poem. Since there was a ncccflky that this hero ihovM be 
ablent from the a^ion during a great part of the Iliad, the Poet has 
tfiewn his art in nothkig moie, than in the methods he talteifroa 
time to lime to keep up our great idea of him, and to awaken ogr 
cxpeAation of what be is ta perform in the progrefs ^f the work. 
His greateft enemies cannot upbraid, or complain of him, but at the 
£une time they confefs lus glory, and deicribe his victories. When 
AffUo encourages the Tivgiat to fi^t, it is by telling ihtaa^Adulh 
fights no more. When jum animates the Greeks, it is by putting 
them in mind that they have to do with eneaues who durft not ap- 
pear out of their walls while jStbiOa engaged. When jUdrtmeube 
tvembles for Heffvr, it is with remembrance of the refiftleft force ef 
AchiUes. And when j^amemnon would bribe him to a reconciliation^ 
It li partJy with thofe very treafures and ftK>Jls which had been won 
ljjithiUaiumk]£. 



^«^ 
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adiant arms preiervM from keftfle Tpoil^ 

lay'^d him decent on the fiinVal pile; 

1 rais*d a moanuin where his bones were burnM, 530 

mountala nymphs the rasal tomb adomM, 

8 fylvan daughters bad« their elms beibw 

rren ihade, and in his honoar grow. 

' the fame arm my fev*n brave brotfaen fell* 

le fad day beheld the gates of hell } 535 

e the fat herds and fnowy floeks they fed» 

I their fields the haplefs Heroes Med f 

Bother livM to bear the Ti^h>r*s bands^ 

Qoeen of Hifp9placia*t fylran Itndss 

em*d too late, (he fcarce beheld again 540 

pleafing empire and her native phiA« 



5s8. HU mm frtfem^i jfrm btftib MLI This cifcnmftance 
inWt beJag burned with am armt^ w3l aot app6ir trivial in this 
1% when we rcfleA with what M^nr paffion tliefc ancicot he- 
>ifht to fpotl and carry off the anaonr of a fan^iAed eoemyj 
MMfore this adion ot AekiUn is meationed as an inAante ti 
imon favour and fenerofity. Thus ^neat in VirgU bavlng ilarn 
t, and.heihg moved with compaffion for this unhappy youtb> 
Ilia a promife of the lilce favour. 

jirmay fuiius laeatut, hahe tim : ttfue fartntum 
Mambttt, & citteri, fi qua t^ m ewa, ramtto» 

534. Jove's Jyhan daughters hade their elm hefivio A harrm 
&c.] It was the cuftom to pbat about tombs only fuch trees 
it^ alders, &c^ that b«ar no fruit, as being moft fuicable to tlie 
This paflage aliudet tp that piece pf antiquity. 



^V'«. 
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To bear the vidor*s hard ooi8Aan<k« or faring 

The weight of waters from MyfitHa*^ fpring. 

There, while you groan beneath the load of life» 

They cry, Behold the mighty ii^^v^s wife 1 5^ 

Some haughty GmJk, who Iiv«8 thy. tean to ft c^ 

Embitters all thy woei, by naming mo^ 

The thoughts of glory paft, and preftnt flmmo, 

A dioofand griefs, Aall waken at the name I 

May I lie cold before that dieadfbl di^, {$9 

Pre6*d with a load of monomental day I 

Thy Hc^for^ wrapt in everlafting fleep, 

Shall neither hear thee figh, nor fee thee weep. 

Thus having fpoke, th* illuftrioos chief of Tro^ 
Stretched his fond arms to clafp the lovely kqr. 59$ 



V. 5gt. HyperiA*« Jjfnng.} Drafrina nwter WM the oftct tf *• 
tncaneft ilavef . This appears by the hoJy fcripture, where the CfMr* 
nita who had deceived Jo/bmrn are ffade Javea, and foiij^idfld ta^ffft 
water. Jo/hua pronounces the curfe axainft them in tbcfe weeds 1 
Uow tbertfore ye art turfed, andtbere fiaOmiittffm Af frttifi^ 
^^itg hotf/mn, ami hewers of y<W, and drawen . ff waf€r> Jomna, 
eh. a. V. 23. Dacier. 

v. 595. Stretched bU fond tfrmt.] There never was afinerpiect 
of painting than this. HeUor extends his arms to embrace his child } 
the child aflfrighted at the glhtetyig of hit hefaqot aad the iiakiiig 
of the plume, /hrinks backward to the breaft of his nurfe ; HeBor 
unbraces his helmet, lays it on the g^vnd, takee the infant » hk 
arms, lifts him towards heaven, and oflfers a prayer for him to the 
Cods; then returns him to the mother ^ndbiNtfr^ry who recemt 
him with a fmile of pleafure, but at the fame inftant the fean for 
her huiband make her burft into tears. All thefe are but fmall at" 
cumftances, but io artfully- cbofen, that every r«ader immedittelf 
feels the force of them, and repreftnts the whole in tht utmoft 
JivcUne^ to his imagination. T\i^ a\out xsoi^x. ^ ai ^^>«K»}LlQa of 



VI. HOMER'S ILIAD. 141 

be dang crjiiag to his Durfe*s breafF, 
It the dadiDg htho, 4nd nodding creft. 
scret pleafttro ctdi ibad parcnt'ihiU*d« 
cdor haded toielUvehb child, 
ittVing terrors from bis brows iinbound, .600 

lac'd the fecamiog helinet on the ground. 
kifsM the child, and lifting high in air, 
Orthe Gods i^eferi^d a father- s pray *r. 
lOUy who£s glory fills th'-aeihetcal throne, 
U ye deatUefs pow-rs ! preted my fim ! 605 

Grant 



\ft criticirm feme ha^ faUen into, who tffinn thit « poet ^ 
>fily'to €o]lt£k the: ^ eat and noble particulars in his paintingi. 
is in the images «t things as in the charaOers of perfims j 
a fmall aflion^ er even a finall chrcumftance of an action, 
more titto the knowledge -and eomprehenfion of them, thaa 
iterial and principal parts themfelves. As we -find this in a 
t fo we do in apiAtire, where it^metimes a finall motion or 
fa iinger will exprefs the charaAer and a£b*on of theilgme 
han all the other parts of the defign. L9fm'nus indeed blaqoet 
tOr*» infixing too much on trifial circumnances ; but in the 
ilace extols Hcmtr as '* the poet who bcft knew how to make 
of important and beautiful circiimftances, and to avoid the 
.n and fuperfloous ones.'* There is a vaft difference hetxvixt a 
:ircumftance and a trivial one, and the (hiaUeft become im^ 
t if they are well chofen, and not cocfufed. 
604. Hc6lor*5 prayer for his fm."} It may be alk'd how HtC' 
rayer, that his Ton might prctc^ the TrojoMSf could be coofi* 
vitb what he had fiud juft before, that he certainly knew Thy 
is parents would periih. We ought to reflet that this is oajy 
er : Heffor in the excefs of a tender emotion for his (onf ip- 
the Gods to prefenre Trty, and permit jifyanax to rule there, 
t all times allowable to befeech heaven to appeafc its aoger^ and 
e its decrees ; and we are taught that prayers can ahcr deftiny. 
r. Befides, it cannot be inferr*d from hence, thatHcffcrhmd 
ivine foreknowledgie of his own frte, and the approaching ruin 
I country ; fince in, many foUowing paiSaget wc find hi^ v^C« 
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Gnnthim^ like me, to purcbafe jaft renown. 

To guard the TnpaMs, to defend the csvnvn, 

Againft his country's foes the war to wage. 

And rife the Heaor of the future age! 

So when triumphant from focceftful toil^ 6iO 

Of heroes flain he bears the reeking fpoils. 

Whole hofis may hail him with deferv'd acclaim. 

And fay , This chief tranfcends his fiither*s fame : 

While pleas'd amidft the general (houts of Trty^ 

His mother's confipioas heart overflows wkh joy. : 6i^ 



jfefsM with ftrong hopes and fim aiTuraaces to raift the fiege, by the 
. ;flight or deflruaion of the Graks. So that thefe forebodinsi of his 
fate were only the apprehenfions and mifgiviost of a iool dgeded 
with forrow and compa/Hon^ by confidering the great dangm to 
which he faw all that was dear to him exposed. 

V, 61^, Traafcends bis father^ s fame.} The commeadatkuiJMr- 
/«r here gives himielf, is not only agreeable to the opennefs of a brtve 
man, but very becoming on fuch a folemn occafion { and a xaxmX 
effed from the teftimony of his own heart to his honour j at this 
time efpecially, when he knew not but he was (peaking his M 
words. Virgii has not taufM it, in what he makes ^m§t lay to 
Afutnius at his parting for the battel. 

Et pater JEtteas & avunculus excitet HeSwr, 
Difce fuer virtutem ex me, verumQue lahsrem, 
Fortunam ex ahis, r ^n. ii. 

2 believe he had this of Homer in his eye, tho* the pathctical meotioa 
«f Firiune in the laft line feems an imitation of that prayer of ^b^- 
eksy copied alfo from hence, where Ajax wiOies his fod naay be She 
him in aU things hut in bis misfurtunes, 

y. 615. His mother* s coujcious heart,] Tho' Ae chief beaoty of 
this prayer confifts in the paternal piety fliewn by HeSer, yet it wants 
not a fitae ftrok6 at the end, to conrinue him in the character oi a 
tender lover of his wife/ wlKn he' makes one of the motives of his 
wiih^ to be the joy (he ihaU receive on hearing her fon appUudedt 
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Q>oke» and fondly gazing on her charms, 
r*d the pleaiing burthen to her arms; 
)n her fragrant breaft the babe fhe lay^d, 
d to repofe, and with a finfle forveyM. 
Toubled pleafare foon chaftiz^d by Fear^ 620 

lingled with the fmile a tender tear. ^ 

oftenM chief with kind compaffion viewed, 
Iry'd the falling drops, and thos porfa'd. 
iromaebe! my fool's far better pait^ 
with untimely forrows heaves thy heart ? €25 

>ftile hand can antedate my doom, 
ate condemns roe to the filent tomb. 
is the term to all the race of earth, ' 

ach the hard condition of our birth. 
»rce can then refill, no flight can fcve* 630 

ik alike, the fearful and the brave, 
lore- — bat haften to thy tafks at home, 
! guide the fpindle, and difeft the loom : 
lory fummons to the martial fcene, 
ield of combate is the fphere for men. 635 



28. FwfV is the term,} The reafon which Hefftr here urgrs 
r the affli^ioo of his wife, is groanded on a very ancient and 
n'x>pinion, that the fatal period of life is appointed to all men 
time of their birth j which, as. no precaution can avoid, ib . 
ja can haften. . TbisHentiroent is as proper to give comfort 
dlftrefsM, as to infptre courage to the defponding ; iince no- 
to fit to ^uiet and ftrengthen oar minds in times of difficulty, 
m afTurance that our lives are expofed t0 no ttal hazards, in 
iteft appearances of Manser, 
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Where heroes war, the foremoft place I daim. 
The firft in danger, as the firft in fame. 

Thus having &td, the glorious chief refumes 
His tow*ry hehaet, black with ihadiog plumesy 
•His princels parts with a prophettck figh, 640 

Unwilling parts, raad off reverts her eye 
That flream'd at every look : then moving flow, 
Sought her own palace, and indalgM her woe. 
There, while her tears deplor'd the godlike man« 
Thro' all lier train the fpfc kfedion ran, 645 

The pious maids their mingled forrows ihed^ 
And mourn the living HeSor, as the dead. 
But now, no longer deaf to honour's call^ 
Forth ifiiies Paris from the pakce wall. 
In brazen arms that caft a gleamy ray, . 650 

Swift thro' the town the warrior bends his way. 
The wanton courfer thus, with reins unbound. 
Breaks from his flaU, and beats the trembling ground: 

Pampet'd 



V. 649. Ftfrtb ijfues Paris.] Paris ftnng by the reproacbet of 
HiSfor^ goet to the battel. 'Tis a juft remark of Euftatbius, tbatiU 
tbe reproofs and renonftrances in Homer have conftantly their cffed. 
The poet by this ibews the great ufe of reprehenfions when properly 
applied, and finely intimates that every worthy mind will be the bet- 
.ter for them. 

y,6sx,,Tbe wanton courjfer thus, &€. ] This beautiful compariiba 
being tranilated by yirgil in the eleventh JEneidf I (hall tranfaibe 
the originals, that the reader may have the pleafure «f cosnparisg 
them. 



•ci^ 
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mper*d and proud, he fecks the wonted tides, 

id laves, in height of blood, his Gaming (ides; 655 

£ia;9fi}( Xtfiff-dftt lif^^eTof worafAoTo, 

Kvhoen, v^5 ^s xdpn ^X'h ^f^fl Si ;^a«ra», 

*Pif4^» I ySfu ^fti furd r iBea t^ rafU* Tmrtnu 

Shah's ubi abrupt is fugit prgpfepia 'vincUt 
Tandem liber cfuus, camftfue fotitm apertOy 
Aut tile in paftus armentaque tendit equarum: 
Aut ajfuetus aqua per fundi fiumine ficto 
Emicat, arreSfiffue.frtnat cervicikui ak^ 
Luxuriant : luduntque juba per coUa, per armot, 

0* nothing can be traollated better than this is by P'trgil, yet in- ' 
»r the fiiAHe fecms more perfeft, and the place more proper, 
ir had been indulging his eafe within the walls of hi» palace, a« ' 
horfe in his ftablr, which was not the cafe of 7urnus, '^U^ 
Bty and wantonncls of the fteed agrees more exactly with the clia- 
er of Paris than with the other : And the icAnaation of hi* love 
the mares has yet a nearer refemllance. The languiihing flew ot 
tverfe, . . 

^lu^ug hiio-Qoci Iv^^gTo^ TTorufJuoTo* ^ 

ly correfpcmds with the eafe and luxuriancy of the panipcr\l 
4r batthing in the flood ; a beauty which Scaligcr did net" .or. - 
:, when he critirisM parcicularly upon that line. Tajfa has alio 
iated this fimilc. Cant, 9^' 

Come dejlrier, cbe de la reg^eftallt 
Cve a T ufe de V arme Ji ttjerboy 
fuggCy ' e lih'cro aljin per largo caHe 
Fa tra gl* armetiti^ I ftljiume ujat^y I » /* yria \ 
Scbemau fi 7 colk i^crimi, efu kfpaile, 
' Si feeit ia fervice akty efiperba\ 
Suenano ipii nel curfoy epar^ ch* auvampip 
Difonori nitriti tmpiendo i campi% , ... 

'f i. //. G "«* 



146 HOMER'S ILIAD. BookYII 

His head now freed, he toiTes to the dues ; 

I^is mane diiheverd o>r hts Aionlder^ fli^ % 

He fnuffs the females in the dUlant plain. 

And rpriogs, exdting, to his field; agatfi. 

With equal triumph, fprightly, bpld and-gajf, 660 

In arms refulgent as. the God of day. 

The fon of' PnV««f, ^oiying-in hnb^mig^ 

Ruih'd f<^ w^ Hi^prto th^ fields of fi^t> . 

And now the warriors pafling on the w^y^ 
The graceful Paris firft excu«*d his ftay. 665 

To whom the roble HeSsr thus reply 'd : 
O Chief? in blood, and now in arms, ally*d! 
Thy powV in war with jufticc none cbnteft ; 
Known is thy coarage, and thy ftrength co^f^St^ 
What pJty floth ihoold feize a foal fo brave* 670 

Or godlike Paris live a wt)man*s ilaye ? 



V. 665. Paris excus*d his Jfay."} Here, in the oridnat is a ftort 
fpeech of Paris, containing only thefe vords: Brotier, J b£ve Jt' 
taifld jou too iMig, and imU have am f»ner, as jtm d^fired me*- 
This, and fome fern others of the iame nature ia. the J^ad, the 
tranflator has wotmred to omit, exprrfTiog oniy the fcnk of them. 
A Vvnn% author (whom future times will «ciote. «|id therefore I ihall 
net fcruple to do it) fays that thele iliort Ipeeches, tho* they mar be 
natural in other languages, caa*t iqppetr to well in ours, which is 
much more ftubborn and unpltant, tiHi therefDre are hut as fo many 
rubs in the ftory, that are ftill turnlag the narration out of its pro- 
per courfe. 

V. 669. Ktmon ft tby trntagt, &c.] B^hr here coafefles the 
natural valour of Tarii^ but. ohlenKs it to he ovetoome hv the indo- 
^nce of his temper and the tove of pleafoie. An .iotniiou^ Tnneh 
writer very well remarks, that the true efaora^ter of this haro has a 

ireat /e/irmbiance with* that of Mtrr ^ftssiiy. See the flptei oa the 

tkixd beck, v» 37. and $6« ■ 

1 - '^ 
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My heart weeps blood at what the Try mis faf, 

And hopes, thy deeds (hall wipe the flaln away. 

Hafte then, in all their glorious labours ihare ; 

For moch thqr fufo, for thy fake. In war. 675 

Xhereillslhillceafe, whenever by 74n;#!i decree 

We crown the bowl to Heanfn and Liberty: 

While the proud fot his fruilrate triumphs mourns. 

And Grace indignant thro* her feas returns. 



V. 677. Wt <nwn the h«wi to Htav*n and Liheny,1 The Gretk is, 
UfyKf» l^fU0fpey, the ftm howl, io which they made lifaatioot to 
Jtipittr after the recovery of their liberty. The expreffiaa is ob- 
ienwd by M. Daeier to refembk thofe of the Hihnvn\ the atp tf 
fatvatWHy the tup §f farrew, the cup of hemdiiiimt 9tQ* Jbbeuau 
mentioat thofe cups which the Greeks €all*d yfafAfMirmi Inwrn- 
futTcB, aad were cooperated to the Cods in memory of iottt ibcccft. 
He aires us the iofaiption of ooe of this ibr^ which was, AlOX 
ZHTHPOr. 
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Hie fin^e combate of HeSIor and Jjax. 




mar /fo^Scana gate. They agree to put dff the geMtrml 
emgagtwHnt fit that eky, and incite Hedor l» tUbagi 
the Qrceks te fi faigle tambaU. Nine 4/ ihe Pumt^ «f« 
eefting'she ebailinge^ the ht is cafl^ aad fidb mfmii^fau 
7hrfe heroes, etfter fe^ueral attacks, are parted by the sdgki, 
^he Trojani cMng a eeumcil, Anteuor prop^s th§ demteff 
^ Helen f the Greeks to.wUch f am nstiU mi ewfem^ 
M ejfers to reftore them he^ riches," Pmmjembm btrmli 
to make this offer, and to desaamd a truce for hurwng ih0 
dead, the laft of lubich ouly is agreed to iaf/gimimyi 
Whiter tki funerals are performed, tbeGttSth ptBrfiumi^ 
the ^litidea oftH^tax, ereS a firtifieoHon H froUM ^mt 
feet ani^eamp, ftankUnmih tvwers, anddefinSdlmmMk 
anf fa/ifadts. Ncptue t^ifies his jealon^ ad Mi mmrf^ 
hut ie pacified fy a promife from JopJMr. tmh mrwm 
fafs the nighi imfeafting, hut Jupiter e^/bearfmu iii Tn- 
jam with thsmder emd other Jigtu rf tie msraih. 

The three emd twemiath itff mt mUh ftl^ 4|bf(.V 
HcAor msd Ajax ; The next def the truce it agreed: Am- 
ther if taken up in the funeral rites of the flain ; mnd em 
mare in huilMng the fortificathn before thejhips. Sa thai 
fimemfhat above three days is entpleyed in ibis book, fhi 
ioene //// wbeJU in the field. 
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Him farii tciUaw'i t^iktUn ■liii i 
B0Cklireitfaiaglhf«Mcr,tadifdUMii«pi. . 



l«t li ■li m ibf 49tft lafft of die fiidi bockt that it 



V.ft. tW^ 

ftr H««r, lirt L _ - ^, - 

cmM ItM^tber. iri;|M/« film Mtkc of d* tferoKi of tht 
%rdrdt i^ltrovnro and «!•, tfie out mly*4 to B€0&r, die odier t» 
^tfffi .* fcjr whidi die moHon of die Mrmer it defbribel at an inpe* 
tuoof fallyiBg lbrdi> tticeable to die violence of a warrior s and that 
of die latier as a cahaer mofemtnt tondlKNide&t to the gentler 
tfb a r aft er cCa Kwcr. Bet fcdufa 6^ rettedL it too refined* fiace 
lAmrr fblidy tlvetlW^s a i|uH«Qeretbra;rery ill %diaciiiu^^ 
(Hrecedel m4 Mowa dilt f«lb« 
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As when to iaifors lab*riog thro^ the naht; '5 

That long had heavM the weary oar in vaih^ 
Jovg bids at length th' expelled gales arife ; 
The gales Uow gratefali and the vefiel £ies : 4 

- So wekome thcfe to Troys defirlng train ;" 
The bands are chear'd^ the war awakes again. 10 

Bold Paris firft the work of death begun. 
On great Mmeftbeusy An'ithoui fon : 
Sprung from the fair PhUomtiiah embrace^ , 

The pleafing Arne was his native place. 
Then funk Eioneus to the fflades below, Ijj 

Beneath his llecly cafque he fek the blow 
Full on his neck, from Heffor s weighty haad 1 
And roll*d, with limbs relaxed, along th^ land. 
hy Gbiuus^ fpear the bold Ifhinous bleeds, 
Fix'd in the (houlder as he naoants his Heeds ;. ,. 20 
Headkng he taipbles : His ilack nerves unboandy* 
Drop the'cold ufelefs ntembers on the ^ound* 

When now Minerva faw Jier Jrgives flain^ 

From vaft OJympus to the gleaming plain 

Fierce 

•• -^ '■;'''/ 1 T f \ • r'--i?-?s4% V-S* " "■■" 

. V. 5. Ai nitrn /ajC}riS7/x^^'^}|..TbIs fniil&.iBal9E9J|| oUiA-.tM 
(He ba-.Lcl had leliuc'd du];ing.thc*abrenGe'«f*//^er i^ ^rtjfi% vod 
Ci^r.fequentiv that the canv«rration of D:onied.aMd Gtaucut in the 
ro.xner book,, was not (as Hcmcr^i ccnfurers would Jmivc it} in the 
fcpa*,of the engagement. 

V. 23. ^f7>f« now Minerva, ^r.] This machine of the two Duties 

meeting to part the two armies, is very ndblel Euftatbius teUi u^it 

IS an allegorical Af/AdTVii an4 A^Ih': MineroA reprefcntt the, prjii- 

^ni valour of the Grgiks^ aiid Apoffo Whp ftoc4 'for ihef Trojini^ the 

fowcr of ddtiDy : So that the a^oAxii «>^ ^ ^t^wi VsoaJj ^t^ due 
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ihe defcends : Jpolio markM her flight, 25 

IOC left fwift ffom Uion^ tow'ry hcighc: 
It they met, beneath the Beechen (hades 
thus ApolJo to the blae-eyM maid, 
at caafe, O daughter of ahnighty Jwe ! 
Brings thy progrefi firom the realms above 1 3a 

norc impetooQS doff thoa bend tl^ way, 
re to Grme the long divided day ? 
loch haa Troy AttAy felt thy hate, 
irfithe thy rage, and ho(h the Aem debate.: 
■y, the bufihefii of the field fufpend ; 35 

xm (hall kindle, and great J/ion bend ; 
'engeful Goddefles confederate join 
;e het waUs» tho' boik by hands divine. 



w and wifimn of the Grtth had now cow^aerM 7roy, IukF 
iny withftooi. ACweroa therefore compliet with jifoBo, inr 
o» that wifdom can never oppofe fate. But if yon taka 
. die literal fenie as a real God and Goddels^ it may be 
liat neceffitf there was for the introdu^on of two fuch 

To this Euftatbiu* anfwers, that the laft book was thr 
B in which both armies, were deftituce of the aid of Cods r 
qnence'of ^^ch there is no gallant a£{icn atchiev'd> nothing 
Inary done> efpeoiallir after the retreat of Heff or ^ but he* 
Is are again introduced- to niher in a new fcene of grcaff 

The fame aotfaor offerrthit other folution i HeBor findir^ 
m army orerpower'd, confidcrs how to flop the fury of the 
nttel ^ this he thinks may beft be done ify the propofai b9 

combate t Thus Minerva by a very eafy an^ natural fi^rion 
lify that wifdom or courage (ihe being the Goddcfs of both)^ 
aggefts the neceility of diverting the war : and ApAlo thar 
le ftratagem by which he effected it. 

r. Vengeful GoddfJ/es.'\ *TiaTp d^caoLriwi in this place muft:. 
dinerva and Juno, the word being of the feminine gender.. 
vs» 

G c. '^'i' 
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To whom t)ie progciAj of 7«9^ replijes. : 
I left, for this, the cooncil of the ikies: 4a 

But who (hall bid confiiding hofts fbrVir, 
What art ibdl calin the furious fens of war I 
To her the God : Great HeBor^t foul incite 
To dare die b^Ide/^ Greek to fia^ fight, , 
'Tin Gruaf provo|c'4 from all hfr numbers ihow 4; 
A warrior worthy to be BiOar's fqa. 

At this agreed, the heav'njy j>ow^rs wi(hdrfif ; 
Saffe Helemu their (ecret cOonfels knew : 
/^fr inrpirM he fought : To him i^ddreft. 
Thus told the dilates of his (acred hreaft. jO 

O fon of Priam! let thy faithful ear 
Keceive my words ; thy friend and brother hear ! 
Go forth perfuafive^ and a wbile engage 
The Wfurring nations to fiifpend their rage ; 
Then dare the Mdeft of the hoftilo train 51 

To asortal cpmbate 90 the lifted plau[i«^ 



Y- 4*- i^p n^tm tktfrjkinf mnffk $mP'l Wm nw thi 

Sieft of .^^|ta&, snd miibt tli^fiore bp topsp^ ta ^ iaim«4 o< 
is by lus KM, or taught bf an Qn»de tUt Aich imt bji ^ On 
cife beiAg as Ai^rt he might leara it from th« fliiftt «f tho^ hMn 
into lahich the Deities are here /eifnod to traiu^bfm themfelffH 
IperhiM for that leafoo, as it would be a yttf yoc^ flDaimcr of 
osprefluif it.) The fiaion of thefc divinities fitting on the botch* 
^ttcc in the fliape of ^JvAan, is imitated bjr Mif9 in tba fourth 
book of Parmdife JU/f, where S^am leaping over the boondarict of 
MdtM, fiia iftthc form of a ooraorast opoo the tita of li^ 



1|w 
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Fof sot this daj lUl ti&i ihy ^on^ui <kte i 

The Godf hive fpoke k, and their Toke it fkte. 

He faid : TMt vMrrior hetrd the word with joyt i 

Then with Eis fpeav refinun'd the yooth of Tr§^^ 60 

Held by the midft athwan. On either hand 

The fqjudroos pert i th* ei^pe^iDg Tri^ims ftand. 

Great Agamemnrnt bids the Gr«c^ forbear ; ^ 

They breathe and haft the tooiiik of the wa#. * 

Th' Athiman Maid^ and glomas god of day» 6$ 

With fileotj^ the fading, hofis focvty : 

I& fcnn of vuhorsy on the beech's height 

They fit conceal*d, and wait the future fight. 

The thtoogirg troops obfcore the duiky fields 
Honid «dth bdfiliBg fpears» afid gleamiog ihields> ^^ 



y. 57. r§r im Unt Ay J^glt ni Oy ghnom iuiA lufiaihiut 
Mly •McrfM^ that Bmer him takes from die ptaxM ^Htdor^t 
tetpedity^ hff nakkig him £orekiiow that he flieUijd not fall in thif 
cmbImm f whcceaa Jtfint dKOnaftW him witbiwt Sby foch cacoo* 
BfemeDt. it may perhaps te difflcoh to givt a rtafon for this ma- 
Bafsment of tha Pott, nolais wc a(bibt it to thai coymrndahio pre* 
|tt£ct» and hofloorahle partiality ha bears his couatrymca, which 
BMkes him aJ^ve a %ariosity m oowraft- to ihs heroes of hii owa 



V.jSo. nmnakh hi^ Jf€» mfifMd tU ytmk •flxvf^ MM hy 
1^ mi^fi atbwtrt.^l The remark of MufMiu^ here is ohftrvable >, 
He tcilis Bs that tha wacnon of thoit times (having ao trumpets^ 
and becaiilo the TOict of the lauAA httaM would be drownM in tb* 
aoife of a battel) addttft'd themielvea to the eyes« and that vrafpioe 
the middle of the fpear deaioted a ic^oeft that the fifhst might a, 
while be fufpended, the holding tho fpear in that po&tion not being 
the pofturc of a warrior j and thua Agtunmfwu undcrftandi it with- 
out any farther txplication. But however, it be> we have a lively 
flOure of a general who ftretches his fpear acroftt and prefles back the. 
advanced ibldicrs of- his amy* 
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As when a gen*nd darknefs veils the maio^ ■ 

(Soft Zep^ curling the wide wafiy plain) 

The wavps fearce heave, the (ace of Ocean fleepiy 

And a dill horror faddens all the deeps : 

Thus in thick orders fettling wide around, 75 

At length composed thqr fit, atadihade the ground. 

Great //^^0r £rft amidft both armies broke 

The folemn fileoce, and their powers befpoke. 

.Hear all ye TrojaM^ all ye Grecian bands, 
What my foul prompCs, and what foftieGod commands. 90 

Great 



V. 71. jfi when a ftiCral Jarknefs^ «rc.J The thkft ranks of the 
troops coinpo£og themfelves^ in order, to fit and bear what UtOtr 
was about to prcpofe, are comparM to the waves of the fea Jail 
ftirrM by the IVeft wind \ the fimile partly confining in the darktufs- 
zadjliiittefs. This is plainly different from thofe images of theiiea,. 
given us on other ,occaiions,. where the annics \fi their engngement 
and confuiion are compared to the waves in thds agitaiim and <HMr|r^ 
And that the contrary is the drift of this iiiniie appears particulari|i 
from Homtr*^ ufing;.the word Ii«ro, fMam, twice in the appU- 
cAtion of it. All the other yerfions^em to be miftakco here > 
What caufed the difficulty was the expreffioh- opvfMrsio Kor, which 
may fignify the ^tft wind hhwing on tkfuddtn, as vreU n fifi rifiiP: 
But the defign of lUmer wras to convey an imsfe boA cf riw gentle 
n)otion that arofe over the field from the helmets and fpears beljpre 
their armies were quite fettled ; and of the repoTe ^and mwe which 
enfued, when Hefhr began to fpeak. 

V. 79. Hear allye Trojzn, a/i ye Grecian Ifands."] The appearance 
ef IhSlty his formal challenge, and the affright of the Greeks upos 
ir, have a near reiemblance to the defcription of the challenge of 
CcUaby in the firft book of Smmtief, ch. 17. jM be flood ami cried 
to tti armies of Ifrael ! OmfeKom a man for youy and let bim 

ceme down to me. If be be able r# fgbt witb nu, and to kill me, tbem 
wi.V ive be your fervaats : but if J frevarl againfl bim, and kill bim, 

fSi'M Jhall ye be our jervams^ IVben Saul and all Ifrael beard 

tiie wsrds eftbi Phili&inc, thct VJtrt dijiii«^, ««d grMxV| afraid.^ *«• 
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Great Jow^ tverfe our warfiure to compofe, 

0*erwhdni8 the nations with new foils and woes ; 

War with a fiercer tide once more returns. 

Till llioH fidls, or •till yon navy boms. 

You then, O princes of the Grnks T BpptaLn ' 8'^ 

*Tis Hfihr fpeab, and calls the Gods to hear r 

From all yoor troops feTeft the beldeft knight^ 

And him, the bddeft, HeSor dares to Fight. 

Here if I Ml, by chance of battd flain, 

Bthis loy fpc^, and Ms the(e asms remain; 90 

B6t let my body, to niy fHends returned; 

By Tr^an hands and Trcfan flames be bam*d: 

And if ^//», in whofe aid I tmft, 

Shan firctch your darinj; champion in the dufl ; 



There is fine air of aaOantry aaf hrvnrj in this challenge of 
&£hr. If he feems to ijpeak too vaialy, we ihould confider him 
Bader the diarader of a challenger, whole bofiaeis It it to defy the 
enemy* Yet at the lame time we find a decent modefty in hiy 
manner of exprefling the conditions of the combaCe : He fays fimply, 
Jf mf MMty kiUt me ) but of himielf, i^ Apollo pwit me viQory, It 
vaa an imagination equally agreeabk to a man of generofity, and a 
loiver of gh»7f to mention the monomenc to be ere&d over his van- 
^ih*d enemy \ though we iee he confidfprs it not To much an honour 
paid to the conquered,, as a trophy to tluB conqueror. It was natural 
too tp dwell rooft upon the thou^t that pleasM. him beft \ for h^ 
takes no notice of any monument that fliould be raifed over himfellT]^ * 
if be fluml'd fall unfortunately. He no fooner allows himfelf to 
expatiate, but the prorpe£t of glory carries him away thus far beyond 
his firft intention, which was only to allow the enemy to interr their, 
champion with decency* 



Ifninetbcglportode^oUtheAef ^ 

Ob FkcfM tenplc i*U Jus 9m» beOow^ 

The ivettlildt circafe IQ your aavy fiui^ 

GfMr# on the ihofe {hall raifr jl iiaonaiBC&t ; 

Which when fom^ ^rt mariner furveyv 

Wafli*d bf breed HdlifpMt'p sef9iiiiding ftev #•• 

Thui (haO he iays ''. A valiant Gtmk Uei Aenw 

*' By a^Tfr flaiB, the mighiy man of was/* 

The ftone (hall tell year vjofeifli'd heiO*i naneb 

And diftant agci learn the vifior'f fiuae. 

This fierce deftioce Grau aftQDi(h*d .h«M4i N»| 

Bluih'd to refiiitj and to ifxept k £Ntt*4i 



▼. 96. (^ PlMibu9* <^»^ TShts arm hftow.] k WM the fflanatf 
ef the ancicati to dedicate uophies of this kind to the temples $i 
llbe Gods. The particvUr realoA for coniccntiag the annt ia tki» 
■lece to j^lk, it aot only «s ^ was tl« conlbnt protcAor of Sl»f^ 
kt at this tbooght of the chaUrofe 'irat ipTpiVed by Unu 

Y. of. Oieece on Aefmtff^B ra^s mmamM,\ Bm» fodk ^ 



liat tf diti from feferMtoiBM of the andtnt heroes who bui ftoaht 
at TVvjr, remaiiiiDg in hie tiaiie vpon the Aon of the HeBAumm ftt 
dfss that fea the e^hct Ara^ to dHKanuA the p«rtic«& flan oT 
jbofe tombs, which was oa the Jthtriam or SirMm coaft» wfaeia tht 
BA^tm (iriiidi in other parts is otrrow) opens itlelf td the 
JEggum fee. Strth ^vei « accooiit of the moaamcnt of J^ 
iuear Xikrcmii, and ^ AcbUk^ aft tbt promontorr of SirggHm* Tms 
it one among a thoufiuid fVQefa of oar avthors enft kaowledw 
in Ocognf hj and Anti^mtiey^ Tiaie ((ays Etfidhn) hv deftm^it 
tbofe tomos which were to h«re p r efei f d Amr'^s ^oiy } Vat Ah 
9Mr*s poetry more Lifting than aftonuments, aod Moof apLift agdL 
will for ever fapport and convey it to the lateft polwrity. 

V. 105. Greeoe Mfmip^d beard,} It feems natnral to iaqnire^ 

why the Crteks, USon they accepted Heffm^t challenge^ did not 

demand reparation for the former treachery of Pamlanu, and i»£/b 

upon the delivering np the author of it \ wldch had been the ihort- 

fit way for the Trojam to havt w\^'«^ <« ^x *Mak\ V. ^«m '^i 



Stem Metulams toA the fitane brofce^ 
Afid ivXy grotntiqp .thui qp{irobri<Kis ^poks; 

fFomiMoiGrtecef Okfcandalof yooifaci^ 
Wliofe coward foob jonr manl/ fimn difgrpct. 1 1^ 

How great the fluune. wjioi ever)r i^ (ball ko^ 
That not a G/^mn aft th« fioWe foe I 
Go then I loMve to earthy from whence jrf gprcw, 
Aheartlefi»,fpindel% ii^^orioiit^rewJ 
Be what ye feem, naininwitcd c^j t ii{ 

Ujfelf will dare the daog^ ^ the day. 
*Tb MaB*8 boU talk the gcn'rooi fiiift t^ tiy, 
IqC in the hands of G«4 >• vl^ovf* 

iMfeoabte for the GfMlf to iffjy to thb dtaOentti thU thej cool^ 
lot veotiure a fecond fingle combtte, for §€U of luch a«ocher mfidfeos 
atMMt upon their chanpioa, AscI in ^W S voqte tM A^ 4id 
not tmnk of this ezcdb for Us co iin t i y inca , whem tney were fo 
kclcwwd tf tpgt|e. pM Mr fifjie f<M»9 M 4^ enfifer t« t|ii|» 
if we co&fidcr the clea r ntft <» JY«0ir*s cherafter ^ and hit wordi 
aC the beginning of the foregoing fpeech, where he firft complains 
if dM revival of the war as a misrortmie commen to them both 
(widch is at once very artfbl and decent) ami kyt the Uame of it 
MQ Jupiter, Thooghy by die wiy, hh chargiog the Tviyee bnoKb 
i iHth ypoa the Deity, looks a little like the flnleaiiig of &»» 
«odm fiiuati in the dodrine ef aMofarte reprobatioB, makng Ood 
thtSHfthoeof fin» «Bd may knm ftr iboie inftanoe of the aBtifiiaty- 
efthakfaUa tenet. 

V. 109* Womm i/'Giceoe 1 &;.] Tbeve it a giaat deal of -fire ia 
ihia fteech of J f#»«ew i > which venr well agrees widi his chanUEUt 
' a«d cucumfiances. Methinks while he fpaikt one fees him in » 
Mftnie of emotioii, pointing with, contempt at the commanders abont 
Idm. He upbraidt their cowardice, and wilhet they may become 
(according to the literal words) eofftb tmd wwttir t that is, ht refolved 
Mto thole principles they Tpmng from, or die. Thus BufiMbiut ex- 
f hiins it very exa^y from a verfe he cites of Zewtfbmuu 
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Thefe words fcaite fpoke^ with gen^roiis ardoar prefix 
His manly limbs in azure arms he drefi r r2» 

That day, Atrides! a fuperlor' hand 
Had ftretchM thee breathlefi on the hoftife Cmnd ; 
Bat all at once, thy fury to compoTe, 
The Rings of Grme^ an awfiil' band, aroft : 
Ev*n he their Oiief, great Agamunmm^ prefi*d» «2; 

Thy darbg haod, and this advice siddrefiM. 
Whither^ O Minelaus ! woold*ft thou run« 
And tempt a fate, which pnidence bids thee flumf 
GrievM tho* thoir art« forbear the ra(h de^ i 
Great HtSor^i arm is mightier fiir than t&ine. rjo 

Ev*n fierce Achilles leam'd its force to fear. 
And trembling met this dreadfid foa of wac 
Sk Aob fecmre amidft thy focial band ; 
Gw^ in ow caufe ihidl arm feme pow*rful handl 



V. 131* E^nfitm Achilles luinCd bitforet ffitwJV The Fsct\ 
Cftry wbere takes occafion to fct the hrotherly love or 4^ammmw 
fowsurd Memlan in the moft agreeabk light t When M&ukm '» - 
wounded, jl^amemmM it more coseera'd than he j and ben diffvadcs ■ 
him from a danger, which he offers inunedlately after to apAattkm 
himfelf. He makes nfe of Heffor's fiiperior courage to bring him « 
to a compliance ; and tells him that even AchiSet dares not enngfc', 
vnth He£hr, This (fays Euftatbiui) is not tme, but only the affec- 
tion for his broker thus breilu out into a kind extr a vagance; ' ./jps- 
memtnm likswiie confults the honour of AfeneJoMt, for it will be no< 
difgnce to him to decline encountering a man whom AebiUa Um- 
frlf is afraid of. Thus he artfully provides for his fafety and hcwourr 
It the fame time. 



•V\fc 
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The miglitiel! warrior of th* Achaian oamtf, 1 3 5 

Tho* boldy and burning with deilre of &mc, 
GonteDC the doubtful bonoor might forego. 
So great the danger, and fo brave the foe. 

He laid, and curn*d his brother's vengeful mind ; 
He iloop'd to reafon, and his lage refign'd, 140 

No loDger bent to rufh on certaia Lanns ; 
Hn joyful frienda unbrace his azure arms. 



V. 135. T^ migJUufi tuanrur, .&€.-] It cannot with certainty 
M c o nclndc d. froan the words, of AfMr^ who is the perfon to whom 
^JgfiamM^ applies the laft lines of this fpeech : the interpreters 
ksfe k at iiadetermin*d in their traoflations as it is in the oriaioal. 
SoBM wottU have it underftood of Ht&cr, that the Gneks would 
Imd fych an anta|onift ag^nft him, from yAioCt hands Htfhr misht 
W'lbd to tlcapf. Bttt this interpreutioo ieems contrary to tb* 
ila^ defi(a.«f ^pHMMMi's diiiconrle, which only aims to deter hii 
lr(j|hfr ipua to nOk an updertaking as enBsgtng with HtSw. J» 
fhat' lomad- of dropping any exprcffion which might depreciate the 
Mwci ar'cowagi of tUs hero, he endeavonrt rather to rcpiefaB 
Aim na the moft Ibrmidafale of men» and dreadful even to jiebiOm^ 
This pttflage therefore will be moft confiflent with Jgamemn^ 
defigpy if it be- confiderM as an argnment offered to Mtm^knu, « 
MM tn iiflaade him ftom the engagement, and to comfort hitt 
nndtr the appcanace of (o great a difgrace as refusing the challenge- j 
by tdling him that any wanior„ how bcld and intrepid foerer, mighc 
hi c^Btnt to fit fkill ^ rejoice that he it not csipot'd to io hasard* 
|Mp tm cnyitenent. The words atxt ^6yr^% Antv i« vsX/firMe, 
fipriQcn^ to dcape out of the conkhate (as the tranfiatort take iQ 
bot to afoM entering into it. 

The phnfe of vwu ud^-^ufy which is IltcnHy to htud the knee^ 

means (aceording'to Euftttbiut) to refit to fit down ««dc<rdiji'ai, 

and is ufed ib by Mfckjkt in Prometheo. Tbcfe intesprtten wcse 

greatly miftakcn, ilrho imagin'd it figoifyM to kntel dmvn, to thank 

the Gods for efcaping from fuch a combipte j whprcas the cuftom of 

kneeling in prayer (as we before nbfeinrM] was net in ufe anu>ng 

tlitfib oatioBs. . . ... I. 

. T • » »: 'v ,\ 

a ■ ' ■'■ ^•■^' • ■ •■ ' vc^ 
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Hc» from whofe lips divine p«rfuafioD flows^ \l 

Grave Neftor^ then, in graceful t£i arofe. 1' 

Thus to die Kings he ^ke. What gric( what Ihane 145 
Attend on Gr/^r<» and aU chc CrTflciM name ? 

• • How 



V. 145. 7:&tj^cttj( ^Ncft9r«] Thi» ipced^ if WB coafiAn tke 
eccafioa of it» could be nadB by Ha pate Mc iin|^. Vo youif 
warrior could with decfloqr crikNrt otatrt'ta lailwtsbB a <oaiti» 
whkh he hifflfelf dKlSa'd. Kbthiag coiM te aiOR i» hb diaraaer 
than to repcdfnt to the G^«b how much thqr "ftoM Mer ia the 
opiaioD or another old man fike himftlf. la neaaagMw he Um 
hcfoie their eyes the cipedatieai of all th«r fith««^ wA Ac fttfa 



4l^t anftaffia thiia ia their oU tf^ 4f tev /te MaM tfe» 



'lelvet oaworthilT. The acooaai ha j^ '«f Chi ' 
had IbfBMrly hdd with that King, aB<rUi>|a|oalyftr ^mj^ii 
GrtecG, it a vei^ aatoral piavre of tfti «FaMa MriijpHK of CM VH 
Mnurrion upon the conuneiiGemeBt of «flcw,araif. v^lha w^lA^ 
^^ new more diiphiyf Mb oiatny tfaaa la thb ptaa t Yaa m 
iaam rifina with a %h# opfcOaf a fathiHek tefoar; aadtHM 
•gajnte his yoqrh, that he orfglft wipe tVMy lUi *dH|nM ftaial 



Jam rifina with a %h#' opfcOaf a' pathiHek tefra; and- vttit 
[DC wipe-vvlow van vvvae nav aa 

always xnark^dby J§pmr ki tk^ fpstOtm ^ I9(gbi^ t T)tt 



tfOontiv- Ite lioMMT Htf :M^« 



fidn thu tiMir aok ai^Hei «taai <ttiMB|ftM^^ fib-ttflik 
_ A xepeacing che Waie 4#bdas4f Oheir fCNHh. M»M#JliiiBH''ttfe 
fiiifui Nefiiir hert gives yttifelf; and Aie «a(tntiaf hH y M ft ar, WhMl 
•n this oe<:«rion wm on!y aMtonatieili to vhdb he a di wfi' dlftiA 
ae : By che& he reiiorcs counge ta the Onth^ a^ lanalifteaMtft 
«r the bold ebaUenge of UOhr, end vmAi adat nT Hw atfhoia ^ 
aife and escept it. If any man had a ri^t to tuaaataa lihljfijt 
it wHi this venenble'iirinhre, arbo i^ tda«i4kte awft'lOM Of 
ap awre than prdpofe eaernplet of virtue to the -pOM 



And coialbit a dyiai wanier vHih thefe ara i li^ 

JBiuie mtgrn JUmri uuHs. . ,* 

■ * "^ ■ V • 

The (zme author d(b isufatet the wiih Ut9^ht a iHfara.Oif ti^ 
y0utbg where £«Mrfr cm oux^ ' ^^ 
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'fiuD, alls I kcr.luMry heroci mourn 

ir fens degen*ntfe, and tlieir race a ftoro? 

It tean ihaU down thy filver beard be roll*d, 

^eltus^ dd k a9m% inwifdom old I 150 

I with what joy the gen*rou$ Piince would hear 

^\f chief who fought this |;Iorioas war> 

optto their fame, and pleai'd in<}uiie 

\ aame, eaiph ^Sdoa, and each hero's &xt ? 

fnw^BKt^rilhcfiwg oae hogifcrhindi 

«nCiqKtorioiit.tfr«)r(^ an^bq^'todie! 
1fOrid{piath*iftnMirid|Mw!is^^ 
rrw» Pihr^ci, Mid Jk»|gp9 J^ 

ia mif^ l||pdp»#aD huk ^ J^^ 
give this anithfi^riiifwfckk^^ ., 

ttlititeinw9r»ivheie7*';4n^iratan&ll { 

i iqr Ifoiys to Pini*fe trcnbiqg wafl|« 
tridi th* .^^nMnAnr Spears fay gnmeb tr/*4t *% 

M CrJeiihv aoUidoim hit rapid (^ 

JSfrm, fim$mmftte -imtnii ^Bhr MCtrmt, 
Bt r^fm hie l^eribm dexfr^'fi^ TmrUam mif' 

n Cbe oamtioB of the Arcadian wtr intvoiluced here, it it a 
of the true kiftm «f tb»le cimet« •• we ait ioform'd by 
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There EreuibaHon brav*d us in the field. 

Proud Artithoui' dreadful arms to wield; 

Great Artitbwu^ known from fhore to ihore 

By the huge, knotted, iron mace he bore ;' 170 

.",'*■ * I * 
No lance he (hook, nor bent the twanging bow^ 

But broke, with this, the battel of the foe. 

Him not by manly force Lyeurgui flew^ 

Whofe gttilful javlin from the thicket flew, 

De«p in a winding way ^ b/eaft a^Oair^i ' "tJS 

Nor aught the waiTior*8 ttiimd'ring mace ti&S^' '" 

Supine he fell: tWemu wbick M^iIldiM' "^ ' 

Had giv^o the Tanqa!fli*d, now the lUHiar bert : ' 

But when old age had d!iiiAi*d Z^atr^^'cycl, 

To ErtMthaliM he coafigh^d the prize. ' Jl^ 

Fnriooi widi this, lie crufliM bur ItfveB^d banibb 

And dar*d the cHaf of tte ilrcmgefl hari<6 ^ 

Nor coa*d the ftrongeft hasdi his fary day i 

All fiiw, and fear*d, his linge tetnjpcftuoiis hrtf. 

Viil I, the yoongeft of the hoft, appearM, itjf 

And youngeft, met whom all oSx^hbiy 'fear*d. ^ ^ ' 



V. 177. 7%^ armt which Mare hfin had pviH^'J Blmm btv 
the peculiar happincft of being able to raife the oWcureft drcamteKC 
into the ftrongeft point of light. jireuhoM had taken thcfe arms i» 
battel, and this gives occafion to our Author to iaj they woe tkt 

prdeatofiliofi. Eufiatbiuu , ■ 



VH»^ 
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I fimght the chief: my anns Minerva crownM : 
Frone fell the Giant o*er a length of ground. 
Vlhat then he was, oh were your Nifior now I 
^ot HiSor^s fdf ihould want an equal foe. 1 96 

Bat warriors, you, that youthful vigour boafi^ 
The flowV of Greict^ th* examples of oor hofl^ 
Sprung from fuch fathers, who fucfa numbers Avay, 
Cm you ftand trembliBg, and defert the day ? 

His warni reproofs the lift*ning King^ inflame } 195 

And nine, the nobleft of the Grecum name, 

Up-flarte<f fierce : But far before the reft 

The King of Men advanced his dauntlefs bread : 

Then bold 7>tf7^, great in arms; appeared ; 

And next his bulk gigandc j^jax rear'd : ao6 

Oitott foUowM ; Idomen was there. 

And Mtrio/ip dreadful as the God of war : 



v. iSS. PfMe feO the Giant e^er a kitpb of jmrnndA Nelhr*% 
infifting upon thh circumftance of the faU of Ereutbauonf which 
paints hit vaft body lying extended on the oirth, has a |Hnrticular 
beautf lo it> and recalls into the old inan*s mind the joy he felt 
en the fight of his enem^ after he was flam. Tliefe are the fine ' 
and natuial ftrokes that give life to the defcriptions of poetry. 

V, 196. And nine, the nehUfl, &c.] In this catalogue of the nine 
warriorB, «wbo offier tfaemrelres as champions for Cneee, one may ■ 
take notice of the firft and the laft who riiiea up. A^mmmn ad- 
vanced fQicxDoft, as it beft became the General, and Vlyffet with hia 
ufual caution took .time to deliberate 'till ieven more had offerM * 
themfelves. Hmot gives a great encomium of the eloouence of ^ 
/T^or, in nuking it produce fo faddea an effeft j efpecially when 
A^nimtwny who ' did not pf offer himfelf before, even to lave hia 
ksother, is now the firfl that fleps fohhs One would 'fincy this 
farticular circiunflance was contrived to ihcw, that eloquence has a 
Sreatcf pewor thaa even nature itfeif. 



With thcfc Eurytjlus and Thas lUDd, ' • ' 

And wife l/^/ clo3*d the dimng; tod; 

AUthefe, dike ihfpirM with noble ragie,' ' 4|o{ 

Semand the fighr! iToLWhom the PyUin ^igt : 

Left thirft ef'gl6ry ybva bhive foals diV^e^ ' 
What chief Siall'cbmlMite, let' the lots decide. 
Whom heav^ ffialf'tlUrer, be his the cbanibe to raiie 
His country^s bimtp his own iliundircal piiiie. aio 

The lo6 prodad'dr ^df Hh'O ffgns his own ; . 
Then in the Gen'hT^ h^ the fites are thrown. 



V. 2oS. Let tl^Jait: dmidr.} Tliis . vim a yntf^fntAaft fjkm ^ 

condu£l in Neflor : he do^ not chofe any of thefe nine himjelfj Wtf 
JcMTtrthe determinations intiRly to cbanee. Hid he named the hetOy 
die reft might have been grieved to have feen anotbor* pcelbaed. htf ' 
fore them $ and he well knew that the' lot could 'not All upon a 
wrong Perfon^ where aU ,}vai:f va)|i^t. Sufifiekiuu 

V. 209* ffl>m Uant^n Jball cbufe, le his the cbanee f raife 
: HUxmttvfs^j4m^fJ:>htnmimmt$sJfi^if^^ 

Tlut orignal o^ tjl^u Mftse '^ iomewbat confuftd ; the; interpietcit 
tender it thus : '' Caft,the lots, and^e who ihaU bo cboftn, if he 
*•* .eifmwitfi^ thit dangjtreus combate, will do aA eBMnent iecyke- 
*< to the Greeki, and alfo have cauie to be gveady fiktiiM ^kMV* 
Bttt the ieiire wiU appear, more d^d and rational, if thfr words 
£ra« and « uraf be not vn^etfloed of the fagie perlba 1 «iil the 
meaaiai of Nifi^ witt then be, « He: who la choftn for tbt en- 
«« gagenoBt by the lot, will -do Ins coontxy great fenrioe c and he* 
<' 'lihewUe^wbo it- netj will have reaiini to rejoice for cKaping fe- 
««'dangeroi|i ft combati.** ^Tlie opreflien «uM fiyyn Aa& h 
Wf^vf4^lo» is the ^m/t^Smep-u^ in ▼. sxS» it9,.af.{Ks bish 
wU*wft«risiaiAiflO(^ii|w£^ 135. 



T^ 
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The people prtf, witb lifted eyes tnd handt. 

And vows like thefe aTceDd-from all tho bands-. 

Givit» thoU' Almtgblf ! in whole-hand bfkte, 21 j 

A worthy champiMi fOf'the Gnetan flaitft. 

This ttik let u^«»or TjMfs prov*e. 

Or he, the King of Kings, tieb^M byjvvei 

Old Nfjlor (hook die caiqoe. By. hear V io^it'd^ 
Leaped forth the lot, of ev-'iy Greek defirM; ' ' 220 
Tlii from the right to- Icft'thebenddhears^ ' 
Held out in order to the Greeiak peers ; 
Each to his rival yields the mark unknown^ 
Till Godlike ^Vrjr finds the lot his 4)wn} • 
Sorveys td* iiifcriptioii with rrjoiciog esrea -xjf, 

Then cads before biipj and witl^ trvifportl.cri^-* 



V. 113. ne ptotle pr^,^ Hefner, who fuppofet etcry tMsg en 
ovth to proeeed from the immediate difpofition of heayeB, tSovn 
Bet even tke lots to come up by chance, Vot pltees them in the 
haodt of God. The people pray to him for the Av(po(z\ of them, 
and beg that J^jtut^ Diomd or j^anumum mty be the perfbn. In 
whidi the Poet icons to make the army give his own fentimctits, 
concerning the pcefetenceof valoor in his heroes, to avoid -an. edioas 
cenpartf^n in downrigiit t^rms, which might hare been inconfiAent 
inch his defign of. complementing the Greciam famihes. They after- 
wnds oifer op tlieir prayers again, juft as the combate it beguniing, 
that if Jfyix does not conquer, at leaft he may dhride the giMy wkh 
fUOor ; in which the comentators obl'ervt Hmer prepares the fealers 
Ibr what is to happen in the (iquel. 

V. 225. Surveys tb* infiriftiom.'\ There if no nccellHf to foppofe 
that they put any letters npon theft lots, at Icaft hot their names^ 
bcpnfe the herald could not tell'to whom the lot of >$ju bekmg'd, 
*tiU he claimed it himielf. It is more prohiMe thaf tiev made 
ipBrn private mark, or fignet each upon his own tot* The Ht was 
ealy a piece of wood, a ihcU, or any thing that Jay. il4Mid% fli^ 
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Warriors! I claim the Ipt, and arm with joy j 
Bemine the conqaeft of this chief of Tr^u .. 
Now, while my brighteft arms my limte love^ 
To Satum\ fon be all your vows addreft : : 259 

But pray in fecret, left the foes (hould hear, ' 
And deem your pray *rs the mean effeA of fear. 
Said I in fecret? No» your vows declare. 
In fach a voice as fiUs the earth and air^ 
Lives there a chief whom j^hx ought to dread» 255 

JJHX9 in all the toils of battel bred ? 



y. 217. Wanton / / ehim the lot,"] This is the firft ipRch of 
J^itx in the Iliad* He is no Orator^ but alwa3rs exprefles himieif 
VB^j^mt I generally bAsiggmg or thmtnmg $ and very pofitire. The. 
appellation of t^o^ ' A^XBuStp the buhoark of the Creeks whidi ' 
Hmer alnoft conftantjy g^ves him, is exremely proper to the biilk, 
fhresgth^ and immobility of this heavy hero, who on all occafions 
is made to ftand to the bufincfs and fupport the brunt. Thrfe 
qualifications are given him> that he may laft out, when the reft of 
Che chief heroes are wounded : this makes him of excellent ufe in 
JHad 13, (^c. He there puts a ftop to the whole force of the 
enemy, and a long time prevents the firing of .the (hipsi It ii 
paiticolarly obicrvable, that he is never ailified by any Deity, as the 
others are. Yet one would think Man had been.no imptoper patron 
for lam, there being iomt refemblance in the boifterous chara£^ of > 
that God and this hero. However it be^ this coniideration may 
partly account for a particular, which elfe might very ^t\\ raife a 
queftlon : Why jfyix, who is in this book fuperior in ftrength to 
JiieffoTf ihouid afterward in the I/iad ihun to meet him, and appear 
his inferior ? We ice the Gods make this difference : HiBmr is not 
only ai!ifted by them in his own perfon, but his men iecond hioi, * 
whereas thofe tX Ajax -are difpirited by heaven : To which one may 
add another which is a. natural -reafen, UeBor in thb book cxpRfly - 
tells Ajax^ " be will now make uie of no/kill or art in fighting 
** wkhhim.** The<rrsek in bare brutal ftrength proved too hard- 
for HeGoTf and therefore Yi% might be luppoied a ft ci wa d s to banrt ■ 
cxfirted.bu, dottiity agpiaft hia^ 

2 ^' 
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From warlike 5^<ai«£r I di«w>in]r birth, • 
ADd^bom to cptDhatee, fcsr no force of evth. 

He ikid. The trctopi.wicli elevated 9jt$9 
IfBtlore the G.«d . wbole> thtfaader repds tke ftiei. 240 

OFathei^iof ipittkifady foperior k>f)dl 
On loftjr Ida^% hdjc hill adorM { '::..• 

Who in the hjgbeib heajr*n has fix*d tl^ throng. 
Supreme of Godaf nnboanded, and alone : 
Qi^tthoa, that T/ZatiMK may. bear arani^ 1145 

The praife and con^aeft of this donbtfal imf % - 
Or if illuftdotti l^^^^T be thy care, 
That both ipay claim it, and that both tiay flMfe» 

Now Jjax biac*d his dazHng armoor on $ 
Sheath'd in bright fteel the giant-warrior fhone : 250 
Ne moves to combate with majellic pace ; 
Sq fblks in arms tiie grizly God of fbractf 
When y^^i to panifli £ftithleis men preparet* 
And gives whole nations to the wafte of wars. 
Thus marched the cU^e^ t;ren»endoas as a God 1 255- 

Qiiqily he fiqiU'd ^ easth^ treml^ed as he ftrode : 



V. %$z» Be muvm tti 9tpibat$.'\ Thh defcripcioa la full of the 
iabliovB iaoagery (6 peculiar to our suthor. Tiu Grtciam ohampion 
is drawn in all that terriblft tlory- with which he equals his Heroes 
to the ^od« : He is no. left dreadfbl than Mttri movinf to battel* to 
eiecttte the decrees ol Jwt upon nanlund» and detennine the fate 
ef nations^ His inarch, his giiftiirey his countenance, hb biiUi» hii 
tQwer-like 4ield ;. in a. word, hfia whole, figure, ftdkea ous eyes in 
all the ftrongeft colours of Poetry. We look upon him as a Deity, 
apd are not aftoaiihbd at thofe emotktti wlttuL fifOvr 4uk «l x^ 
ightoihim. . '. ^^. 

y^A. //. H ^^ 
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His mafTy jav*]ia quW-ruig^ lib hind, 
- Heftoody the tmlwark of the Gr/^Mir band. 
Thro' cv'ry Jrgive heart new tranfport nm ; 
AU .Troy ftood trembling at the nighty num. ' a6o 

£v*n H^ffor paused ; tnd wtbh new doubt oppreft, • 
Felt his great heart fafpended in hk breaft : 
*Twas vain. to fedc retreat, and vain Co fear; 
Himfelf had challeng'd^ and the foe drew near. . 
. Stem Tilamon behind his ample flueld, ■ 265 

As from a brazen towV, o'erkx^*d the field.i : 
Huge was its orb, with fev*n thick folds o^erca^ 
Of tough bcdl hides ; of foiid brafs the laft. 
(The work of Tychws, who in Hjii dwelled. 
And all in arts of armoury ezceird.) 270 

This 

V. 269. TJke w6r]^ ' of Tychim,'] I ihall alk Ux9t to tranfcribe 
here the ftory of this Tvcbiut, as we have it in the tndent lafi pf 
Homer, attributed to Herodotus. '* Homer falling into poverty, de- 
** termined to go to Cuma, and as he«paft through the plain of 
*^ Hermus, came to a place called the mw wall, which was a colony 
* of the Cumgeans, Here (after be bad recited five nferfes in eetebra* 
*' tion of Cuma). he was received by a leather-drefler, .whofe name 
<< was Tycbius, into his hoofe, where he (hewed to his hoft and his 
*' company, a poem on the expedition cfAm^iaraus, and his kymnt, 
*' The admiration he there obtained procured him a prefent fub- 
" fiftence. They fliew to this day with great veneration the piKe 
** where he fate when he recited faiii vcries, and a popbr which they 
** affirm to have grown there in his tine.'* If there be any thing 
in this ftory, we have reafon to he pleafcd with the grateful tem- 
per of our Poet, who took thia occsdfioa of immortalizing the name 
of an ordinary tradeiman, who had obliged him* The fame account 
of his life takes notice of ioreral other iaftaaces of his aratitode ia 
$he fwmt kind. 
V. 270* In arti of amourj^ Waait. ca^Vai T^^ebiM an arsMMutr, 
nther tbzn a leatbtr*dieflcr ot c^tvti ^ ^ ms^u^t ^^ ^AiA.^ ^ 
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This Jjax bore before his manlj breift^ 
AtA Chmt^ningy thas his adverfe chief addreft. 

HiSor ! approach my anD» and fingly know 
What ftrength thou haft, and what the Gnctan foe. 
JtbiUis (hans the fight ; yet fome there are^ 275 

Kot void of fool, and not unikill*d in war: 
Let hina, onaAive^ on the fea-beat ihor^ 
Ittddge his wrath, and aid our arms no more ; 
Whde troops of heroes Greect has yet to boa^ 
And fends thee one, afampleof her h<^. 280 

Such as I am, I come to prove thy might; 
No more ^be fudden, and begin the fight. 

O fon of Teiamon, diy country's pride f 
(To j^ax thus the Trofan Prince rep1y*d) 
Me, as a boy or woman, would'ft thou fright, 285 

New to t£e field, and trembling at the fight ? 

Thou 



,^dx aathon'zes one expreflioii at well as the other ; and tho* that 
which Homer ufes had no lownefs or vulgarity in the Greek, it is noc 
to be admitted into EngUfi heroic verie. 

y. X73* Ht/Qtot ! e^roacb my army &c.] I think it needless to 
oBferve how exa^ly this fpeech of J^ax correfponds with his blunt 
and foldier-like character. The fame propriety^ in regard to this 
hero, is maintained throughout the Iliad. The bufincfs he is about 
is all that employs his head, and he fpeaks of nothing but filing. 
The U& line is an image of his mind at all times. 



No more-'— be fudden, and begin tbe fgbt^ 

. Me^ Mi d bey or woman, wctiUt/i thou 
He&mr (eemi rather to' allude to fome gef 
vied' in hit approach to him, at fiakxng bit fyoar, or tbe lilce. than 
to aiw|hiiV he M iaidia hit ^peedu Toe iitA9LVa^Aiiv<»^'^^ 



V. aS5- Me, oi a bey or woman, woMfi thou fiigbe.} Tkit- 
ruly of He{hr leemt rather to' allude to fome gefture j^a9c ha4 
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Thou meefft a chi^f deferving of thy armi. 

To coBibate born^ and bred amidft alarms : 

I know to ihift my gKnind, reoioum the cai^ 

Tuni» charge, and apfwer evVy <:aU «f war a 29a 

To right, to left, thr d«x|rou$ laocf I wield, - 

And bear thick Inittel on my fi>undiiig ihield. 

But open be our fight, apd b<4d each blow 2 

I deal no co^qq^ from a noble 6>e. 

He faid, and rifing, high abov^ thje fiQl4 995 

Wh^rd the long lan^e againA the i^^'nf^ld ftwU* . 
Full on the brafs descending from ^boye 
Thro' fix bull-hides the furious weapon drove, 
*TilI in the feventh it fixU Then ^jax thrc^w. 
Thro' HeSior^s fhield the forceful jav*lin 4ew, jpp 

Hit corflet enters, and his garment reads. 
And glancing downwards near h^ flank defcfnj^ . 
The wary Trojan fhrinks, and bending low. 
Beneath his buckler, difappoints the blow. 



«roount8 to no more, than that tKere wete fevenl uk t\tfi Crpigm , 
army yrho had courted the honour of this combate as weU at huMf 
iieif. I think ooe muft obfexve ma Ay things of this kind in HsMiff, 
that allud€ to the particular attitude or a£Uoji, in. whkh the author 
luppofes the perfon to be at that time* 

V. 290. Turtty charge, and anfwtr ev^ry call of 'war, "^ The CrtA 
is, To move my feet to tbefaftid of Mart, which Csemt to Ihcw that 
thofe military dances were in uic even in Bmcr^g time, which wcM 
afterwards pra^ifcd an Cfmt* 
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From their bor'd (hields the chiefs their javlins drew, 30$ 

Then dofe impetoons, and the charge renew ; 

Fierce as the monntaia fyons bath*d in blood> 

Or foaming boars, the terror of the wood. 

^t jfjax HeSor his long knee extends; ' 510 

The blunted point againft the buckler bends. 

Bat j4jax watchful as h» foe drew near. 

Drove thro' the Tr<yan taige che knotty fpear ; 

It reached hb.aeck, with matchlds ftrengtb impellM 1 

%oats the black gore, and dims his fliining fliield. 3 1 5 

Yet ceased not HiSior thus ; but, ftooping down. 

In his firong hand «p-heaT*d a flinty ftoae, 

JHadc, craggy, vail : To this his force he bends ; 

Fall on* the brazen bofs the done defcends ; 

'l%e hollow brafs refounded with the fhotk. 320 

Then j4jax feiz'd the fragment of a rock, 

ApplyM each nerve, and fwinging round on kigl^ 

With force tempeftuous let the ruin fly : 

The huge (lone thundVing thro' his buckler broke: 

His flacken*d knees received the numbing ftr<^ ; 325 



V, 305. From their bor*d Jhieldi the chiefi their jtm'Rnt drew.^ 
Unner in this combate makes his heroes perform all ther evercifee 
wkh all Torts of weapons j firft parting lances at a diftance, then 
•dvancing cloier and pushing with fpears, then cafting ftones» and 
laftly attacking with fwords ; in every one of which the Poet gives 
i^e -fifperiority to hit countryman. It is farther obiervable, (aft 
Etfimtbiui rcfl^cks) that J^ax allows HeSw aa adirantage ia throwing 
the firft fpeac. 
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Great HeSor falls extended on the field. 

His bulk fupponing on the fluttter'd fliield ; 

Nor wanted heav'nly aid : Afollo\ might 

ConfirmM his finews, and reftorM to fight. 

And now both heroes their broad faulchions drew : 330 

In flaming circles roand their heads they flew i 

But then by Heralds ^oice the word was giv*ii. 

The facred oiimflers of earth and heav'n : 

Divine ^alihybius whom xkit Greeks employ, 

i\nd fage liUus on the part of Tr^, 335 

Between the fwords, their peaceful fceptres reared 1 

And firft LUeus* awful voice was h^ard. 

Fofbciri 



IT. 32S. ApoUe'i mgbt,^ In the begionhig of this book ^we left 
Ap^Uo perchM upon a tree, in the fliape of a vultor, to behold the 
cumbacet He comes now very opportunely to fave hit favonrite 
JTeHor. Eujlathius fays that jifolh is the fame with Dejiiny, fo that 
when Homer fays ApoUo faved him, he. meant no more than tbit k 
was not his fate yet to die, as HeUnus had foretold him. 

V. 332. Heraldi, the facred mimffers.'} The heraUt of old urere 
facred perfons, accounted the delegates of Mercury, and ioTiolable by 
the law of nations. The ancient hiftories have many examples of 
tht feveritv exercifed againft thofe who committed -any outrage opoo 
them. Their office was to aflift in the facrifices and c^ncils, to 
prod aim war or peace, to command filence at ceremonies or fingle 
conibaies, to part the combatants, and to declare the con<]\ieror, &c» 

V. 334. £)w;m Talrhybius, &€."] This intcrpofitton of the two 
heralds to part the combatants, on the approach of the night, is ap> 
plied by Tajo to the fingie combate of Tancred and Argantei, in the 
fixth book T>f his Jerusalem, l^he herald*s fpeech, and particuktrly 
that remarkable injunction to ^ the night, are tranflated literally 
by that author. The combatants there alfo part not without ft 
promife of meeting again in battel, on fome more favourable op- 
prrtunity. 

V. 537. Afuf firjt Idx\is.'\ Honifr obfervet a jufl deoomm in 
making Idaui the ^rtt^Mt h^is^ t^tak. iks^> x^ «a!\ ^t^t ^»GfiSE^<& 
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Forbear, my fonsf yoor farther force to prove^ 
Both dear to men, and both belorvM of J^^ve* 
To either hoft /Our matchlefs worth b knawil» 340 

Each foands your praife, and war is all yoar own. 
But now the Night extends her awful (hade ; 
The Goddefs parts you : Be the Night obeyed. 

To whom great Jjax his high foul exprefs*d« ^ 

O fage ! to^He^n be thefe words addre6'd« 345 

Let him, who firft provokM oar ehie& to fight. 
Let him demand the fandion of the night ; 
If firft he afk it, I content obey. 
And ceafe the ftrife when HeSor fhows the way. 

Oh firil of Greeks / (Lis noble foe rejoined) 350 

Whomheav'n adorns, fuperior to thy kind, * 
With (trength of body, and with worth of mind ! 
Now martial law commands us to forbear ; 
Hereafter we (hall meet in gloi-ious war. 



} 



wlMrdn He^tr had the diradvantage* ^ax it very fenfibJe of thn 
difference when in his reply he requires that He&or fliould firft a(k 
for a cefiation, as he was the challenger. Euftatbtui, 

V. 350. (H^faft of Greeks, (^c ] Heaor, how httdly foevcrhie 
is preft by his pref nt circumftance, fays nothing to obtain a truce 
that it not ftri^ly confil^ent with bi» honour. When he praises 
jijax, it leiTt-ns his own difadvaiftage, and he is careful to extol him 
only above the Greeks, without acknowledging him more valiant 
than himfelf or the 'trojaps : Hefior is always jealous of the honour 
of his country. In what follows we fee he keeps himfelf on a 
level with his adveriary \ Hereafter we Jball meet.-^Go thou, and give 
the fame joy tt thy Grecians for thy ejeafe, at Ifhall to wy Trojans. 
'fbe foifit of honour in all this is very nicely preferved. 
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Some fauire 4a^ flmll lengtiieh out ibe ihfife, 35$ 

And let the God* dicid^ •f Ai^ i>r life ! 

jStDce then t))e sigbt extends betlg^hamy ^tl^At, 

And hes^v*n t^joms it, be cii^ n^bc obcjr'yi. 

Return, brave u^jax, to thy Grtdmt frknd). 

And joy the tiations whom thy arm detodii jte 

As I (hall ^ each chie^ and fr^ ^9iA§t^ 

W^o wearies b^v*n Wicb vow» for Hiiaw%\tt. 

Bat let us,,tte tfak ttcmorabk day. 

Exchange fome gift 1 tiNtt Gt^Ha iMd ^r9f ttay T#f , 



y. 362. IP^ wearies heaven with vnus fir Hc€tot*s life.] Ew- 
faihiu^ gives xntny foJu^ibns of die ihificulty in tlieil^ woHii Birw 
4y^9» : They irfean fcither ckat the Trpjau rUdift #iU flriqr.M.^ 
Oods for him (»yvTna)(i or certatim) with the utmoft seal and Xnat 
%ort ; or t)Mt they wQl go in proceJfTien to the tenplfet for bUh 
(iK ^troir dyupa, ceetum Deonm j) or ibat they iHriU pr^ to 4ka 
M to a God, oca, ®iu t»m iv^orrai f^tOh 

V. 364. Exchange Jme gifiJ] There is nddihlg that gltfet V» % 
greater pleafure in reading an heroic Voem, than the generofitv which 
•ne brave enemy fliewt to anocbcr. The Propolal made nere by 
Heffor, and fo readily embraced by Jtjax, makes the parting oi theie 
two -heroes naore glorious <t6 theai Hum the cohtiiiualicc of %Ib con* 
h* fl ooald have been. A French critick is Aoakcd at UiBm'*% 
making propofals to jj^ax with an air of cqoahty $ he faft' a •mat 
£Sii is van<|«iflied> infiead of talking of ptefents, onibt to retire 
.with Ihame firom kit booqueror. But that HeBor was vanqutihed, il 
by no means to be allowed ; Homer had told as that kis Arengtll 
was reftored by ^ii«, <aiid that the two combatants wvte angaginc 
«gain upon equai terms with their fwords. So Chat tfast diatidte 
/alls to ni>thif^. For the reil, it is faid that this eschaage of pr9> 
/ents between HeBor and Ajmx gave birth to a proverb, That the 
prefents of enemies are generally iat^. For J^ with this fworf 
aft vr wards killed himfeif, and Ht&or was dragged by ibis belt at ths 
chariot of AAiihi^ 

N 
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** Not hate, hot jjaaty^ mtde thefe chids conteikti 36$ 
** And each brave foe was m his foul a fHend.**^ 

With that, a fword wich ftars of fifver gmc*4r 
The baldrick ftudded, uid the Aeath eochat*d» 
He gave the Gmk. The gea'roas Gnek MbwVI 
A radiant belt that rich with piir}4e glowed. yj4 

Then widi majeftic grace they ^^ the piun» 
This feeks the GreiioM, that the PJkygioM tnm^ 

The Tp^an bands fetaming HiOwr ivait. 
And hail with joy the champioa of thcar date; 
Kfcap*d great J/a^f they fnrveyM hias founds $7$ 

A^vc,*rouhasm^d^ and vig*rpQ6 from his woundr 
Jo T^ofs h^ gates the godlike man they bear. 
Their preient triumphy as their late defpair. 

- But jfjaXf glorying in his hardy deed,, 

l!%e well-arm'd GreeAs \o j^amemnon leaA ^SC 

A (ber for £icrifice the King defign'd. 

Of foil five years, and of the nobler kiad. 

The vidiim falls ; they ftrip the fmoaking hide. 

The beaft they qaarter, and the joints divide f 

The9 fpre^ the tables, the repaft prepare, if$ 

Bach takes his feat, and each receives his (hare» 

The Xing himfelf (an honorary fign) 

Before great Jjax plac'd the mighty chinev 

- Whenr 

'V. 3W. Before greae A]z% fhed the m'gBty eBike,J Thi» is onr 
«f thofe paflage^ that wiH hatarally fall under the ridicule of a true 
axodemtrititik. BmvAit jSgtnaenmon heic beftowt on Jjaxvizs ia> 
,^, »*.* H c for^ncp- 
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When DOW the rage of hanger was removM ; 
J^flor^ in each perfuafive art approved, 390 

The fage whofe councils long had fway'd the reft. 
In words like thefe his prudent thought expreft. 
How dear, O Kings ! this fatal day has coil; 
What Greeks are perifliM ! what a people loft ! 
What tides of blood have .drcnch'd ^r/^jMkim^r^s ftiore? 39 j 
What crouds of Heroes funk, to rife no more? 
Then hear me. Chief f nor let the morrow's light 
Awake thy (quadrons to new toils of £ght : 
Some fpace at leaft permit the war to breathe. 
While we to flames our flaughtcrM friends breathe. 400 

From 



former times a great mark of refpe^ and honour : Not only •• it 
was cuftomary to diilinguifii the quality of their guefts, by the large- 
IIC& of the portions afligned them at their tables, hot as .this part 
of ^e yi&\m peculiarly belonged to the King himfelf. It is worth 
remarking on this occafion, that the finoplicity of thofe ttmei al« 
lowed the eating of no other fleih but beef, mutton, or kid : This is 
the food of the Heroes of Htmer, and the Patriarchs and Warriors of 
the Old Teftament. Fiihing and fowling were the aru of more hum* 
rious nations, and came much later into Greece and Ifraet. 

One cannot read this pafiage without being pieafed with the won- 
derful fimpHcity of the old heroic ages. We have here a gallant 
warrior returning viaorious (lor that he thought himietf So, appears 
from thefe words mx^fncfra v»xii) from a fingie combate with the 
braveft of his enemies ; and he is no otherwiie rewarded, than with 
a larger portion of the facrifice at fupper. Thos an upper leat, or a 
more capacious bowl, was a recompence for the greateft a£Uoai{ 
and thus the only reward in the Olympic games was a pine-brancfe^ 
or a chaplet of parfley or wild olive, TbuB latter part of thb note 
jbelongs to Eujiatbittt* 

y. 400. fVbile we to Jiames, Sec.'} There is a great deal of arti- 
fice in th s couniel of Ncftor, of burning the dead, and raifing a ibr- 
ti&cation; for tho' piety was the fp«cious pretext, ,their leesrity wm 
ibe rni aim of the truce, vrhkU tbie) nadit «k of to Ibtih their 
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From the red- field their fcatter^d bodies bear. 

And nigh the fleet a' funVal ftr allure rear;; 

V- '■ • / So 



works. Their doing this at the fame time they ere^Ud the funeral 
piles, made theimpontion eafy upon thr tntmy, who might nafnrally 
miftake one work for th^ other. And this aJfo obviates a plain ob- 
jedion, vix. Why the 'Trojans did not'intcrropt them in this work ? 
The truce determined no w£t tinoey but as much as was needfiil 
for difcharging the rites of the dead. 

-. -I fancy it may. not be unwekome to the reader to iolargc a little 
upon the way of difpofing the dead among the ancients. It may be 
proved from innumerable inftances, that the Bin^twi interred their 
dead \/ thus AbrabanCs burying-place is frequently mentioned in fcrip- 
tare .2 And that xh^ Mg^fptiatu did the fame^ is plain from their em- 
balming them. Some have been of opinion, that the ufage of burn- 
ing the dead was originally to prevent any outrage to the bodies 
£rom their ef^mies \ which imagiAation is rendered not improbable 
by that paiOGige in the firft book of Samuel, where the Israelites burn 
the. bodies of Satil^od his lirav after they had been mifofed by the 
Fbtitflines, even though their common cuftom was to bury their dead : 
And fo SyBa among^the ^emam was the firft of his family who'of- 
dq^ hiybody to be burnt, for fear the barbarities he had exercifed 
on thiat of Marius might be retaliated upon his own. fully, De 
Legtitts, lib, 2. ProcuUubio cremandi ritus i Gr^cis venit, nam fept/U 
turn legimus Numam ad Anienis fintem j totique genti Comelise filenne 
fiaffe fepulcbrum, uffue ad Syllam, qui primus ex eA gente crematus efi^ 
The Greeks ufed l>oth ways of interring and burning j Patroclus was 
burned, and j^ax laid in the ground, as appears from Sophocles^ sj^ax^ 
line 1185. 



Ty ill rdf 09." 



Haften (fays the chorus) to prepare a bothn bote, a grofve, fir tbig 
su». 

nueydides, in his fecond boOk, mentions >d^a4ta^ tiinrapi^o'ipaq, 
eoflitts or chcfts made of cyprefs wood, in i^hich the Atbeniam kept 
the bones of their friends that died in the wars. 

The Romans derived firom the Greeks both thefe cuffoms of burn- 
ing and burying: In urbe neve SeIpelito neve Urito, fays the 
kw of the twelve tables. The place where they burnM the dead was 
fet apart for this rdigiooB ufe, and called Glebe \ from which praAice 
Ike name is yet apply *d to ail tW giovnds belonging to the church. 
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So deeent uros their (bowy bones nujr keep. 

And |(ioat childien oV ^ir aihcs weep* 

Here, where on one promifcuous pile they UazM, 405 

High oV them all a general tomb be raised ; 

Next, to feQoie oar camp^ aD4 vne^sX pow*r^ 

Raife an emb^tterd widl» with lofty tow*rs $ 

Pros (pace to fpace be ampte gates around; 

For paffii^chartott, and a treacfa profound* 4^0 

So Gruci to coflnbate fhall in iafe^ 9<V 

Nor fear the fierce incurfioos of the foe* 

'Twas tbqs the Sage his wholfoipe coonfel mov^d 1 

The fceptred Rings of Greeci his words 8^)piw*4« 

Meisnwhile, convened at Prmm\ palace |(ate^ 415 

The TrojaB Peers ip nightly ^unol iate: 

Afcnate 



Phtdrch tkftrm, tistt Hmfr is tl»e firft who mcntjoos jM>e gejNral 
i«Hnb for a number of deju) perrom. Here 19 a Tuimtk* bwUt r«)iin4 
fbc /jf«, not to bury their bodi^» for they wore to he bmuM | opf 
to receive the bones, for thofe were to be carry*d to GtuftCff kat 
perhaps to interr their aihcs (which cuftom may be gathered from 
a paflage in liiad %%, y. 255*) oc it aright be onljr a Cemtaph in re- 
membrance of the dead. 

V. 4x6. 7%t Trojan Pters in mgbtfy council fiite»1 There is a 
^eat beauty ip the two Spithets Hmer gWes to dvs eouadl^ hui^ 
tiT^finuTat timida, turhuknta. The unjuft fide is always fearful aad 
difcordant. I think M. Dacier has net intiiely done ju^scc to this 
thought in her tranflatioo* fTortf^^ feems to have accounted this an 
Aieful and neceffary part that conlain^d the great ngyoraj of the Iliads 
at may be feen from hU ii^e&ing it in pafticuUr. ^oi^ the rel^^ in 
his epiiUe to LoUius^ 

Fahila, fud Fniridii ffropur narratwr mmrpMt 

Cr0tt90B4LHtm0km»t9liiindutlkr . *•' 

Stutorm 
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A fenate void ototdcr, im of choice. 
Their hearts were fcBi&l,: and coofw^d tjwir vo^^e. . 
^»/M0r rifipgpf tkos deoMiids ckdr ear ; 
Ye TryaM, D4V'4U^t^ apd fti^Y Ji vi ff h c y? j, .; . . 419 
*Tis iieav*n the couaU= of my Jiieaft iafpjrei^ 
And I bat move what CT^iy GodieqinMar 
Let ^/^/tf*s tfc^farca be thi»hoar leftor^ . 
And Jrgive HiJ^xmn ber4Uiqfa( I^>4*:- . 
Thetiesof |»tl^;^f»Ktfnjdltti^ 415 

Oar impious hattek the jaft Goda ]«pnro)c«, , 
As this advice ye pni£Ufe, or r<|e^ 

So hope facceis, or drca4 1^ 4^ c^<^ 

The fenior J^ke, aadi^e• To whom Vii^i>, ; 
The graceful huibaud pf the^/^#a« bode. / 4jp 

Cold counfelsy Trofam^ may become thy yean^ 
Bat fcMud ungutefol id a wavior^s ew ; 
Old man, if void of faUaqr or aft 
Thy words exprdi the ptv^iofe of tl^ hear^ 
Tbop» ia thjf ume, OK^re l909d advice J^ lf^%y \.4H 
Bot wifiton^ lia« Its date^ affigbM by heav^ir. 
Theft hear mev IViftceftcf the9>^iiaa»e# 
Their tiaafiiM ru aeftore, but not the daao^i 






Mf treafures too, for petce, I win refigiii 

Bat betiii8bri^h(pofre8i6ta(iV€r mine. ^- ' 44b 

•Twas then, thc^gtowirtg dKcoM to cMapbfe;' 
8faw f«>m his fckt the Wi^iHi /Viftf^^ ' 

U^ godlike a4)ed deep attention drew : 
He ptu8*d, and tiiefe pacific words enfant. ' 

Ye Trojanst i)ari^^, and anxiliar bands! - * 44$ 
Now take refrefhriieht aar titie hoot denfands : 
Gsludwenthewilb, rieh'evt'lhrwatchtirn^ht, 
*Till the new fori reftores th^'chcarfbT l^ktr * 

Then (hall our herald to A^AtriAs feht; - -' ^ 
Before their ihips prbelaim thj fobV inteilt; ' ' 450 

NextletatMebedkM, that^f ^ my btrrn 
Hctflaaghter*dherc>es, andtbe^bdnesfnum; . 



V, 44s. 7iB« ffvVA»f Priam ro/^;7 Tnam rqe£ls the wholdbme 
advice ol Antemr^ and compliea with his iotu This is indeed cxr 
tremely natural to the indulgent charaAer and eafy nature of the old 
King, of which the ^ole frviam war is a prpofi| hnt Leonid wtft 
JSmmt had n^tjuft in .this place celel>rated his wifilora in calling him 
0t^iv fMfrwj^ard^^^Mroc. Sptmd^ refers this blindniefi of 'lVf«* 
to r 

^J 

JdoKU 

v. 451. JMsir Zrf « l»«cf hf mfCi^ The condoa of ifaMr ia this 
place b remarkable : He makes Triam propofe in coonctl to fend Co 
idsiit Greeh to aik a truce to bury the dead. This the Grtth them- 
felves had before determined to propofe : But it being moce honour- 
able to his countiy, the poet makes the Trtjm'htM mtvent anf 
propofition that could be made bjr the Grt^, Thar thex ace re- 
^|uefted to do what they themfelves vwre about to reqneft, and have 
the honour to comply with a propofal which they tbmielves woul^ 
•therwife haw taken as a finroai. St^biut. 

That 
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That done, once more the fate of war be try^6. 
And whofe the conqaeft, mighty J^vi decide f 

The monarch fpoke : the warriors fnatch*d with h$M 455 
(Each at his poft in arms) a (hort repafte. ^ 

Soon as the rofy mom had wakM the day,' 
To the black fliips liUtu bent his way ; 
There, to the fons of Mars^ in council (band, ' 

He rais'd his voice : The hoft ftood IHPdng round. ' 466 

Ye fons di Atreusy and yc^reeks^ give ear ! • ^' 

The words of Tr^^nd Trofs great Monarch hear. 
Pleased may ye hear (fo heaven fucceed my prayers) 
WhatP^m, aathorofthe war, dechres. ^ 



V. 4^6. Each at hhpofl ta arms,^ We have here tbie mluiher of 
the Trojans taking their repaft : Not protnifcisouflyy but each at his 
poft. Homer vn» fenfible that military men ought not to remit their 
guard, even while they refreih themielves, but la every wEtM di^Aay 
thcioMier. Eufiatbius, '3 

V. 461. Tbefpeecb of Idsrns.] The propofition of leftbrias tbit 
ticafiireii, and not Hdek^ it feat at from Farit only \ in which hit 
£uher ifeems to permit him to treat by himfelf u a fovereigaPrioc^ 
and the ible author of the war. But the herald feemi to eicetd hit 
conuniffioa in what he tells the Groth^ Farts only offered So t^ 
Hore the treafuces be took from Greecti not including thofe ht 
beought from Sidom and other coafti, where he touched ia his voyage t 
Bat Idaus here profiers all that he had brought to Trtf, He aMa^ 
as firom himfelf, a wiih that Paris had periih\d in that voyage. SomQ 
aadcnt expofitors fuppoie thofe words to be fpoken afidty or in a low 
voicty as It is ufual in Dramatic Poetry. But without that Sah9^ a 
generous love for the vrelfare of his country might tranfport Jdmti 
into fome warm expreffions againft the author of its woes. He lays 
afide the Herald to ad the Patriot, and fpeaks with indigoatiaa 
againft Paris, that he may influence the Crtcian captaiai to give a 
favourable anfwer. Euflatbiutt : 



The, 
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The fpoat.aad treaforet lie to lUm bor^, 46^ 

(Ob had he peri(K'cl e*^ chtjr toudiM onr fhA^^ 

He pcoSlBrs iii^d G^uc$i wkh laige increafii 

Chadded Tryam wealth t» buy the peace. 

But to reftore the beauteous bnde 9ff^ , m 

Thii 6rr/r# demaad V aad 9V#|r rcquefts k viift. 470 

Next, OyeChieftl weaikatrocefobum 

Oar flaeghter'dJMoety and their bonee ia-am. 

That done, once iBore the ftte of war be tiy*^ 

And whofe the con^ttefi^ mighty 7m decide I 

T\n^QmkffiH9ptBx^ bMT none the ikaoe broke t 475 
At length 7>i^f/«(iofe, ]|d4 rifiiig.fpofa»k 
Oh take not, friends I defrauded of your Ame, 
Their proffered wealthy nor ev'n the Sfarum dame; 



\ T*4ft* IKKr O i mfci gain §m^ Amt mat th JHemt irtke,1 Tiiis 
ilcnce of the Greek might naturally proceed item an opinioiiy tlMt 
ki W Pl w r dcUfMs they frei« to put an «■<! to this loog war, MtnetoM^ 
waoldiirrercoiiftiittoreBii^pifii JfeMs whkb was me tfaing infiefe^ 
«yaa VfFsi^ Ew/hMut accvoats for it in aoothar maiuwry aa^ 
k «• mm him M« />«Kr^iaf takeii her remark. Tht PiiMca (fty* 
le) wert filcnt, becaulie it was the part oMJ^amemmnf^itKxmiait'm 
tmxnen of thia fiatore; and j^ammawt it filent, being wSling x» 
lew the indinatioBi of the Ptinoet. By ^is meant heKawiided the 
iMpntation of eapoffiag the Gredtt to dangers far Ids adrantage utb 
fjmj \ lioce he eal^ gave the aafwer which was put into hieoioath' 
liy the Princes, with a general mlauie of the army.^ 

▼. 477% O tmke not, Greeks, dfr*] There ka pecnliar decocom i» 
SMikmif £l/MMMf the ant^or of this adnce^ to rcjeft even Helm if Ae 
Were eiffered ; this had not agreed with an amoreur hnibend like 
tlbmiau^ nor with » cunning politician like VMfei, nor- withr a wiir 
•Id. man like N^er, But it is proper to Diemed, not only as a youa^ 
fearlefs warrior, but St he it in partiodar aa^esony to tlie intcrdla 
efnaaa. 
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liet coMfikeft ittake then oore : Kift^ ^Mktfi Chtlr wa(tt» 
And Troy aire^ tctti^rs to facr foil. '•. ' / 48b 

Th* ^mirbg xkkh, md all tlte:QfirM»'ai«R^ 
With genial flioute rctoni^d bipn loud^tfxkiiri. 
Ylien thus the King of Kings rtjeOs -the jMMfoe : 
Herald ! in him thdii ketif&, (he voice of Grteee^ 
For wh^C remains ; let fun'ralfiam^ be i«d 410$ 

With heroes corps i I war net' tiMio^e^ead^:. 
Go fearch yoqf flkoghter^ ekteh tm ^ojiidei^ t^Un^ 
And gratify the Mok^ of tht flkhi. - . 

Be v^itnefs, Jofve^ Whole thilader it^wlBghf - 
He faid, and rear*d bn IcepcHe to the^fivy: ' 4^ 

Tq ^ed jT/t^ vi^e all hOr 'Pi!inc« by 
To wait th' eveii^ the Jitntkl^ifeilobBiwaf « 
He came, and ftandiBg liiiM midir, ieKt>lahi4 
The peace Mjeatd, but tlM troce obfthi^t. * 
Strait to their kv*n\ ear«toxbe ^f^t^ WX^n^ 49$ 

Some fearch the planti^ fiMne fdUht Hwrtiing gffflim? 
W<ir' le{s the Greeks, defcending on the ihore, 
HewM the. green ibrcfts, and the bodies bore. 
' And now from fertb the chambers «f the mftin. 
To (hed his facred li^t on eacth again* 500 

Arole the golden diariot of the tfay. 
And tipt Ae iBOiucaml wiA a'porple rtyr. 
In mingled throngs the GrftJk ^nd trci4tm train 
Tiiro* heaps of ciiu'Aage- iearch'd the mournful plain. 
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Scarpe could the fiiend his flaughterM friend expl<7n^ 505 

With daft difhonoor^d, tnd deform*d with gore. 

The woonds they wafliM, thctr pions tears they (bec^ • 

Atid, laid along their cars, deplorM the dead. 

Sage Priam checked their grief: With fiient hafte 

The bodies decent on the piles were placed : ji{) 

yfuh melting hearts the cold remains they bmmM 1 

And fadly flow, to (acred Tro^ retm-n'd. 

Nor lefs the Greeks their pioos (brrows ihed, 

And decent on the pile difpofe the dead ; 

The cold remains confome with equal care ; 515 

Aqd flowly, fadly, to then' fleet repaiiv 

Now, e^er the mom had ftreak*d wtdi Md^ning light' • 

The doubtful confines of the day and night; i ' V 

About the dying flames the Greeks appealed. 

And round the pile a general tomb they rear*dL 520 

Then, to fecure the camp and naval powers. 

They raised embatterd walls with lofty tow'rs: 

V. 508. And, hud ahng their ears,} Thefe proktUj were not 
chariots, but carhagM { for Hmer makes N^ iay in. ▼. 3 3». of the 
0r/^. that this was to be done with moles an4 oxen, which were not 
lofl&monly joinM to cbariotij and the word Mvx\i^fAt9 there, may 
be applied to any vehicle that mns on whee}s. AfAa^a 6^pifi^s 
indifferently plaufirum and' currus ^ and our EngUjb word car implies 
either. But if the]| did vSt chances in bearisig tl^r dead, it is at 
Icaft evident* that thofe chariots were drawn by mules and oxen at 
funeral folemnities. Homer*t ofing the word »fict(ttzhA not ^»f pe<» 
confirms ^his opinion. 

V»^21» Thetty to ficure the camfi &c.] ffmer has b^eh accuied of 
iUi oHeoce ^gainft probability, \n cajflL^%x\ji» V>t^»!e»T^\»V*fe«Mde 
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From fpace to fpace were ample gates aroond. 

For paiiiog chariots ; and a trench profband. 

Of large extent; and deep in earth below $25 

Strong piles infixM flood adverfe to the foe. 

So toird the Greeks: Meanwhile the Gods above 

In (hining cirde round their father Jove, 

Amaz'd 



fo late as in the laft year of the war. M. Dacier anfwers to this ob- / 
jeaioxiy That the Creda had no occaitoa for it *tUl the departure of < 
AchiUa : He alone was a greater defence to them j and Homtr had 
told the reader in a preceding book; that the Trojans never dnrft 
Tenture out of the walls of Troy while jicbil/es fought : thefc in- 
trenchments therefore ferve to raife the glory of his principal heroy 
lince they become neceflary as icon as. he withdraws his aid. She 
might have added, that Jicbilles himifelf fays' all this, and makes 
Mtmert apology in the ninth book, ▼. 460. The lame author, 
fpeaking of this fortification, feems to doubt whether the ufe of 
intrenching camps was known in the Tryan war, and is rather iq- 
clined to think Homer borrowed it from what was pra^ied in his 
own time. But I believe (if we confider the taution with which 
he has been ebferyed, in feme inftances already given, to^referve the 
manners of the age he writes of, in contradlftindtion to what was 
pradiied in his own \) we may reafonably conclude the art of for- 
tification was in ufe even fo long before him, and in the degree ^f 
perfe£Hon that he here defcribes it.^ If it was not, and if Homer w^s 
fond of defcribing an improvement in this art made in his own days i 
nothing could be better contrived than his feigning Nefior to be tKe 
author of it, whofe wifdom and experience in war rcnder*d it proba- 
ble that he might carry his projeds farther than the reft of his con- 
temporaries. We have here a fortification as perfect as' any in the 
modern times : A ftrong wall is thrown up, towers are built upon it 
from fpace to fpace, gates are made to ilTue out at, and a ditch funk, 
deep, wide and long, to all which palifades are added to compleat it. 

V. 527. Meanwhile the Gods ^ ■ The fi^ion of this wall raifed by 
the Greeks, has given no little advantage to Homer*s Poem, in fur- 
niihing him with an opportunity of changing the fcene, and in a 
great degree the fubjed and accidents of his battels : fo that the fol- 
lowing defcriptions of war are totally different from all the foregoing. 
He takes care at the firft mention qf it to fix in us a great idea of 
this work, by making the Gods immediately concerned about it. 
We fee Neftmu jealofN left tbe gk»Y ^ hi* <^^itii^Mi^ i9br hAV& t:^ 
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AmazM beh.dd the wondVoiit works ef maR : 

Then he whq^ thdem (hakes the earth, began. $50 

IWhat moruto henceforth fiiall oar power add^e^ 
Oar fanes freq<tenc» our oracles impiore. 
If theprotfd Grecians thes fuccefsful boaft 
Their rifing bulwarks on the fea-beat coaft? 
%ee i!i^ long walls extending to the main, j3{ 

No God confultedy and no vidiip flain ! 
Their haat (hall fill the woHd's remoieft ends 1 
Wide» «» the dorii her gokien beam extends. 



^reji ftonlfl ht el&ccj by if; and J^f^tr comforting hhn with a 
' ^prophecy that it fliall be totally dcftroyed in a 2hort time. Hmmt 
was fenfible that a« thii was a building of his imaginatiob only, uA 
tet founded (like many other of his defcriptions) upon foroe antiqui* 
lies or traditions of the countiy^ fo pofteritv might conyi£l bim of a 
lilfity, when no reinains of any fuch waU fliould be fecn on the 
eoaH. Therefore (as jiriftotle obierves) he has found this way la 
Iflud^ the- cen Aire of an improbable fiction : The word ot yov* was 
fulfilled, the hands of the Gods, the fo.ce of the rivers, and the 
waves of the fea, demoliihcd it. In the twelfth book he digreflfcs 
'firOab the fob]ei5l of his poem^ to dtfcribe the cxccntioa of this pro- 
phecy. The verfes there are very ncble> and have given the hi t to 
iSboK for tljole in which he tccounts after the £uDe foeticai manacr^ 
Ibr the vaiu/hing of the terreftrial paradiie. 



^AUfmntMm cf the dt^ 



Bnk§ ti^f /ball htavi the etean to ujurf 
B e yen d allhomuh, ^till inrnnJatien rife 
Ahove the highefi hilk : Then Jbaff this i 
Of Paradifc iy might §f waves he mov'J 
Out ef ttt fkee, fup^d by the herwei food^ 
$Vitb kU itt merdure fpoirdf and trees adrtftp 
Down the great river t» the opening guff 9 
And there take reetp am ifland fak and hare. 



^^^^ 
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While old LaHmedon^i diviae abodtt, 
Thofe radiant (lru6lures raisV ^f Ub'ring Oodl^ jifa 

Shall, raz'd and loft, in long oblivk^ Qtep. 
Thus fpolce the ho^ monai^ch of the deep. ^' 

Th' Almighty ThtmfPrqr wiik « ftowii ifylkiH ' j: ' 
That clouds ihc world, ^nd falackais Milkt ftteJ' >' > //. 
Strong God of Ocean! thoiiy wliaferag|0f3iftaMh» ,94^' 
Tiie folid earthV eternal bafis fliakel 
What caafe of ins^ from nartal WDika. caa*d r^mm ' : 
The meaneft rMt>jeQ of qu^ realm above I 
Where e^er the iott*s i^ulgeiH nya are eMiy ' ' 

Thy powY is honoured, and thy hm^ ball )ai% $50 

Bm yoQ* prpujd woH^ np futiv^ age fiiaU view^ 
No trace remain where, onoo the glory greifi^ 
The fappM foundations by tby force OiaU IklU ' 
And whelmM beoeath*d thy Hfiave$, drq> the ivige wtfl: 
Vaft drifts of fand iball change the fermer fbore n 555 
The rain vani(h*d, and the name bo more. 

Thus they in heaven : while, oVr the Gneian traia» 
Tbe rolling {un de(cending tQ the main 
Spheld the finifh'd work. Their bulls they flew : 
Black from the tents the favonry vapoan flew. 560 

A^. n^w tl\e fleet, arrived frq^ Lenmos* fljrandp* 
yff)tik B^chu^' blefliflgs cfiear'd the gen'roas b^ods. 

Of 

V. 561. And tmo the pa, &c.] Thjt yvUv *on^ %y«. ^ ^^ 
end of the book, afford at the kiiON9kd||& Qt ^qiqk WEft:t ^ >NSK«r) 
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Of fiigrant wines the rick Eumeus fent 

A thoafandmeafures to the n^l tent. 

(Etaums, whom Hy^fyk of yore 565 

To Jafin, (hepiierd of his people, bore) 

The reft tbcjr parchasM at thdr proper coft. 

And wdl the plenteous freight fapply'd the hoft : 

Eachf in exchange, proportion'd treafures g^ve: 

Some brafs, or iron, feme to ox, or ilave, 570 

All-night tbe3r fieaft, the Gnek and Trtjan powers \ 

Thofe on the fidds, and thefe within their towers. 

'Btxtjonfe averfe the figns of wrath difplayM, 

And (hot red light'nings thro* the gloomy fliade : 

Humbled they ftood ; pale horroar feiz^d on all, 575 

Wliile the deep thunder (hook th* aeriall hall. 

Each pour'd to^W^ before the bowl was crown*d. 

And lanre libations drenchM the thirfty ground : 

Ther) Ute refre(h'd with (leep from toils of fight. 

Enjoy 'd the balmy bleffings of the night. 5^ 



h:9 mother in the kingdom of Lemnos, That the ifle of Lemmt wai 
anc'ently famous for its wines, and drove a traffick in them; and 
that coined money was not in ufe in the time of the Tr^an war, but 
tl)€ irade of countries carried on by exchange in grofs, brafs, oxen, 
flav'^j, &e, I moft not forget the particular term ufed here for (Uvt, 
ft'Opd^qro^or, which is literally the fame with our modem word 
footman, 

V. 573. But Jare averfe, &c.] The figns by which Jupiter here 
1hi6^ his wrath againft the Greaans, are a prelude to thofe more 
open declarations of his anger which follow in the nest bookt and 
prepare the mind of the reader for that machine, which might, other- 
fme^ttk too bold and violctttt 
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The fecond battel, and the diftrefs of the 
Greeks. 
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U PITER affmhies a cpun^ of the Deities^ and 
thrtaUns them ivitb the fains of Tartaras if they ajpfl 
gither fide : Minerva cn/y obtains of him that Jhe may 
eHre& /^ GK.ek^ .^r ij^ counfels. . Tb^ qrninyai'^ kflttel ; 
Jupiter «» duimt^ Ida nveigbt in bis halantt) the fates of 
iotbf and affrights the Greeks msith his thunders and 
lightnings. Neflor alone continues in the field in great 
damger\ Diomed reliefvei.him \ nx^hfifi exploits and thofe 
$f Hc^lor, are excelhntty dtfcrihd. Juno endeavours to 
tffr/jRitf/# Neptane to' the ajfifiance of the Greeks, but in 
main. The aBs of Teuccr, luho is at length lueundei 
by Jfte^Tf and c0ffry^d off, Juno and Minerva frepire 
to 4tid ikt Grecians, J^ut are rtfirained hy Iris, fent ft9m 
JujMtcr. ^be night puts an end to the battel. Hcftor 
eonHvues the field (the Greeks being drimen to their for- 
tifieation before the fbip) and gives orders to beep the 
nvatch all night in the eamp^ to prefvent the enentf from 
reimbarking and efcaping by fiight. ^hey Idndle fires tbr^ 
mil ibe fieU^ andpafi the ni^ht undtr entms. 

^belaXDt offeven and tnuenty dap is employed from the 
opening of the Poem to the end of this book. The fcene here 
(etfcept of the eeleftial machines) lies its the field toward 
ibe fea-Jboro. 
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AURORA now, fair daughter of the dawn. 
Sprinkled with rofy light the dewy hiwn-; 
When JovicoxkvttCA the feoate of the ikies. 
Where high Olympui cloudy tops arife. 

The 



* HoHUTy like rooft of the Grtgh^ it thought to have travelled 
iflto^^f, and brought from the priefb there, not only their 
Jeaming, but their manner of conveyiog it in fables and hierogly- 
phicks. This U. nectary jtq be. copfidered by thofe who would 
Jthorougbiy penetrate into the beauty and defign of many ports of 
this author: For whoever reflets that this was the mode of learn* 
Ing in thofc times, will maki no doubt but there 'ire feveral myfte- 
«ie^ both of natural and moral phiiofo^N 'un^Vi* 4 v[^ >k& %l^^ta^ 

VOL.U. 1 ^"^^^ 
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The Sire of Gods his awfal iilence brokei 5 

The heftv*f» attentiire tteinbled as be fpoke. 
Oekftial fiatett immoital Gods! give ear. 
Hear our decree^ and reverence what je hear; 
The ibt'd'decree which not all heaven can move ; • 
Thou Fate ! fulfil it } and, ye powers f approve f 10 
What God but enters yon* forbidden field. 
Who yields afiiftance, or but wills to yield ; 
Back (0 the fiue» with ihame he fhall be driv*n, 
Gaih*d with difhoneft wounds, the fcom of heav*n : 
Or hi^ oh far from fleep Olympus thrown, 1 5 

Low in the dark Tartarean gulf ihali groan. 

With 



which Otherwife in the literal meaning appear too trivial or irra- 
tional ; and it ns but juft, when thefe are not plain or immediately 
intelligible, to imagine that fomething of this kind may be hid under . 
them. Ncvartfaele(s> as Hcmi^ travelled not with a dire^ view of 
writing philoibphy or theolo^, To he might often ufe thefe bitrogly- 
phicai fabkt and tcaditiona as embelli&Bieats .of hit poepy only, 
without taking the pajns to open their myAical meaniM to hii 
rcaden, and-pcHupt without-diving very deeply imo it iiiniMf. 

V. 16. Lvw in the dark Tartarean fftif, tec A This opinion of 
Tartarus^ the place of -torture for the impious after death, might be 
takon from tht Egyptians : for it feems not improbable* as feme 
writers have obferved, that fome tradition might then be fpread in 
the Eaftern parts of the world, of the fall of the angels, the pu- 
nishment of the damned, and other faqred truths which were after- 
tprvrards more fully explained and taught by the Pro|Mset« and 
Apoftlet. Thefe Homer feems to aUnde ie in 'this and stber paT* 
iages \ as where Vtdcttn it ini€ .to %e precipitated from heaven in -the 
Ittit book \ where Jiifpiter threatens Mfri with Tartsrm in ^he^fiftl^ 
•nd where the Dsmon of ENfcord it call out of heaven in the 
•i|ieteenth. Viffii bu trtalaCcd a pan ^ wte finct ia the fitth 
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With borning chains £x*d to the hnain fioors» 
And locked by hdrs inexorflUe d<K>n.; 
As deep beneath th* idiernal ceotfe burlM, 
A« from that centre to &* sthefeal world. so 

Let him who tempts nie dread thofe dire abodes^ 
And know, th' alaii|^ty is the God oTXSods. 
League all xour forces then, ye;pow*rs sbovt. 
Join all, and try th* omnipotence of ^^vr: 
Let down our golden, everlafting chain, 25 

Whofe fbrong embrace holds heav*n, and eardi, and main : 

Strive 



-Tuto Tartarus if ft 



Bis fatet in praceps tantum, tetiditque Jvh umbrast 
"^antus ad atberetan cteii fit^ihts OffH^pittHn 

JiXki Milton m his £rft book, 

■As far rtmov'dfromVoi'attdUgbt tfheiev^n, 
jis from the centre tbrice to th'' utmofi pole. 

It may not be unpleafing juft to obferve the gradation 10 Hbdt three 
«re4t Poets, as if tl»ey had vied with each other, in txteaduig this 
idea of the depth of hell. Bomir %t as far, P7tp/twkc as far^ 
7iisit09 thrice. ^ # 

v. 25. Let down wr golden, everiajling ebasm.^ The vafioui 
ippinionc of the ancients concerning this iiafTage are collected by 
^ujhtbius. Jupiter fays. If he holds this chain of gold, the forte of 
all the- Gods ts unable to draw him down, hut he can draw tfp thhrn, the 
feas and the earth, and caufe the whole univerfi Yo hang tmaSUve, 
Some thmk x\ut Jupiter fignifies the ^i^rr, the -^Iden xliaih the 
^un: if the ^tber did not temper the rays of the fon as th^ pafs 
through it, his beams would not only drink np and exhale the Ocean 
in vapours, but alfo exhale the moifture from the veins of the earth, 
whicn is the cement that holds it together : by wliidi nieahs the 
whole creation would become una^live, and all its powor fufpended. 

1 % KS^^aSXK 
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Strive all, of mortal and immortil birth. 

To drag, by this, the ThundVer down to earth : 

Yc fbive in vain f If I but ftretch this hand, . 

I heave the Gods, the Ocean, and the Land ; 30 

I fix the chain to great Olympus' height. 

And the vaft world hangs trembling in my fight ! 

For fuch i reign, anboanded and above; > 

And fuch are Men, and Gods, comparM to Jove. 



Others affirm, that by this golden chain may be meant the days of 
the world*8 doration, ifAtpaq dtuvo^, which are as it were painted 
by the luftre of the fun, and follow one another in a fucceflhre chain 
Jtill they arrive at their final period : While Jupiter or the ^.thtr 
(which the ancients called the loul of all things) ftiU remains un- 
changed. 

Tlato m his TJ^uttetus fays that by this golden chain Is meant the 
iun, whole rays enliven all nature, and cement the ^rts of the 
univerfe. 

The Stoicks will have it, that by Jupiter is implied defBny, which 
over-rules ever^ thing both upon and above the earth. 

Others (dehghted with their own conceits) imagine that Hmer 
intended to reprefent the exallence of monarchy { that the fceptre 
ought to be fway*d by one hand, and that all the wheels of govern? 
tnent ibould be put in motion by one perfon. 

' ' But I fancy a much better interpretation nay be found for this, if 
iRreiallow (as there is great feafon to believe) that the Egyptian 
underftood the true fyftem of the world, and that Fytbagwas firft 
learned h 'from them. They held that the planets were kept in thdr 
orbits by gravitation upon the fun, which was therefore called Jwii 
rjrc^r ; and fometimes by the fun (as Maerch'us informs us) is meant 
Jupiierhimkif I We fee too that the moft prevailing opinidn of an- 
tiquity fixes it to the fun j fo that I think it will be no ftrained 
interpretation to fay, that by the inability of the Gods to pull Jvfiter 
out of his place with this Catena, may be underftood the iiipehor at- 
traAive force of the fun, whereby he continuei uflmov'd, and draws, 
iUI the reft of .the^laneu toward hsm« 



Tb* 
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Th' Almighty fpoke, nor durft the powers reply, 35 
A revVend horror iilenc*d all the iky ; 
Trembling they dood before the rov*reigQ's look; 
At length his beft-belov'd, the powV of ITi/dom, fpoke. 

Oh fM and greateft f God, by Gods ador*d f 
We own thy might, oar father and our Lord ! 40 

But ah ! permit to pity human ftate : 
If not to help, at lead lament their fate. 
From fields forbidden we fubmifs refrain. 
With arms unaiding mourn our Argi'ves flain ; 
Yet grant my counfels ftill their breafts may move, 45 
Or all muft perifh in the wrath oijove. 

The cloud compelling God her fuit approved. 
And fmil*d fuperior on his befl-belov'd. 

V. 35«. IV Ahmghtf JMi*] Hmer in this wKok pai&ge plainly 
ihewft nil beUef of one mpreme, omnipotent God, whom he Intro- 
dncet with a majefty and Aiperiority worthy the great mler of the 
Qniirerre. Accordingly Jufiin Martyr cites it as a proof of our Au- 
thor*s attributing the power and government of all things to one firft 
God, whofe divinity is fo far fuperior to all other Deities, that if 
compared to him, they may be ranked among mortals. Aimon, ad 

na. Upon this account, and with the authority of that learned 
ler, I have ventured to apply to Ju^ttr in this place fuch appella- 
tives as are fuitable to the fupreme Deity : ■% pra£tife I would be cau- 
tious of ufing in many other pafTages where the notions and defcrip- 
tions of our Author muil be own*d to be unworthy of the divinity. 

V. 39. firfi and greatefi \ &c.] Homer is not only to be ad- 
mired for keeping up the characters of his Heroes, but for adapting 
his fpeeches to the charaAers of his Gods. Had Juno here given the 
reply, {he would have begun with fome mark of refentment, but 
Pallas is all fubmifiion \ Juno would probably have contradi&ed him, 
but Pallas only begs leave to be forry for thiofe whom ihe moft not 
aifift ; Juno would have fpoken with the prerogative of a wife, but 
Pallas makes her addreis with the ob£iquioufne& of a prudent daugh- 
ter. Baftatbiu9t 

I 3 'Vwcsw 
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Tken oIP<i His courfersy and his chariot took ; 

Thf ^faft Hrmament beneath them ihook : ^a 

Rapt by tk* aethereal fteeds the ^larioc rolled ; 

Brafs were their hoofs, their curling manes of gold. 

Of heav V> ondrofly gold the God's array 

JUfulgent^ flafli'd intolerable day. 

High on the throne he ihines : His courfers fly- 5 j 

Between th' extended earth and ^ry iky. 

But when to Idah topmoft heig)it he came, 

( Fair narfe of foantains^ and of favage game) 

Where o'er her pointed fummits proudly rais'd^ 

Hitf fane breathM odoocs, and his alur blaz'dt 60 

Thertf^ from his radiant car, the ficred Sire 

Of Gods and men released the ftecds of fire: 

Blue ambient miils th' immortal deeds embraced i 

High on the cbudy point his feai he plac'di^ 

Thence his broad eye the fubjed world ftirveys^ 65 

The town, and tents^ and navigd>le ieas. 

Now had the Qncimts ihatch'd a ihont re|HAe^ 
And budded on their fhining arms with haHc 
Troy rouz'd as foon ^ for on this dreadful day 
The fate of fathers^ wives,, and infimts lay. 70 

The 



V. 69. F*r M this dnadful d^ The fait offiiien, > , 

fitus A».] It mty be aeoeflSry to explain, why the TfxtjmMs tboagkt 
tJbemielvcs obliged to fight in order to defend their wives and cbild- 
i-es. Ojw would think they night have kept wkhia thc^r wtik ; 
the Greciotti made no attempt to batxcs \hiem, ucithef were they in* 
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The gates anfoldiag poor forth aU tbeirtnua ; 

Squadrons on ^oaiifoas doad the daXky plaifl : 

Men, deeds, and chairiocs ihake the trembling (romidj 

The tumult thickens, and the ikies refimnd. 

And now with ihouts the (hocking armies dos^d^ 75 

To lances lances, (hields to Ihields opposM, 

H^ agaittft hoft with (hadowy le^onrdfew. 

The foanding darts in irop tempers flew, 

V jdtott and vanqui(h*d join promifcuoiu aiea^ 

Triumphant (hoots and dyitkg groans arffe ; 80 

With (Iraammg blood the %p'^ (idds am dy'd^ 

And flaQghter'd heroes fwdi the dretdluL^de. 

Long as the morning beams increafing bright, 

0*er heav*n*6 dear azure (pread the Acred light; ^ 



▼efled ; an^ the cmim^wai open 6n att files, except towards tBe fco, 
to give them provifioot. The motk lutiini ^oacht fa,- that they and 
their auxUiariet heiog yery nii«Mroiit> could not fubfift bofr from »• large 
^ coantty t!k>ot them ; and perfaapf not without the fea> and the ri- 
vers, where the Gnd^ encamped : That in time the Greih would. 
ha?e furrounded them, and blocked up- evny zfthvat tb thbir town t 
That they thought themfelTes obliged to defend the country with all 
the inhabitants of it, and that indeed at fiiKr this wis ntner a war 
between two nations, and became not properly a\riege *till afterwards. 

V. 71. The gain unfpldisig^ &&} There \t a woAderful fublimity 
in thefe lines ; one fees in the defcription the gates of a warlike 
city thrown 0|>en, and an- army pouring forth \ and- hears the trainp- 
hng of men and. hories ruihing to the battel. 

Thefe veries are, as Eufi4tbiut obfervtrs, only a repetition of a for- 
mer paflTage ; which fhews that the Poet was particularly pleafed with 
them, and that he was not afhamed of a repetition, when he could 
not exprefs the fame image more happily than he had already done. 

V. 84. Tbt f acred Hgbt.\ Homtr deicribing the advance of the 
day from morning ^tili noon, calls it tepoy, or facred, fays Eujia' 
■ tbiusf who gives this reafon for it,. becauTe that part of the day was 
imQiied to ^n£ce an4 re^jous wosihip. 
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Commutual death tht fate of war confoonds, ' 85^ 

Each adverfe battel goar^d with equal wounds. 
But vAktik the Son the height of heav*n afcends i 
The Sire of Gods hb golden fcales fui^^nds^ 

With 



V. %%, The Sire cf GmU bii goUn fcaki ftifpendt.] Thi» fignre 
feprelenting God as weighing the deftinies of men in his ballances>. 
was firft made ufe of in holy writ. In the book of yoh, which is 
acknowledged to be one of the moft ancient of the fcriptures, he- 
prays to be weighed in an even hklance, thai Godmiy know kit integrity* 
Daniel declares from God ta Bel&axzar, thou an weighed in the 



balances, and found light. An J Froverbs, ch. i6. v. ii. A juP 
weight and bautnee are the Lerd*s» Omx Anthor has it again in tbs 
twenty- fecond JSad, and it appeared fo beautiful to fucceeding PoetS| 
that JE/ciylus (is we are told by Plntarch de and* PeetitJ writ a 
* whole tragedy upon this foundation, which he called PJyehofta/ia, or 
the weigbittg of fenh* In this he introduced Tbetit and Anrira 
landing on cither fide of ^ir^i/vr*s.fcalet« and J^raylng each fbrhec 
fon while the heroes fought* 

IC«i TOTS a x^ct\gt v»Tnp irWatn rd^anm, 
, '£1 y sridci ^t^o K^pt raniXtyioq OovaToiOy 
*£Xks ^l ^iaaa hotfiur ^evs i* "Exlofo^ Aitf-ifior ifAaf. 

It has been, copied, by yirgil ia the laft JEneid, 

ynfiter ipfe duat eepiata examine lances 

Suflinet, & fata in^tom't diver/a dnortan : 

f^em damnet labor, ^ quo vergat fondere lethum, 

I cannot agree Ivith Madam Dacier that thefe verfes are inferior to 
Humerus ; but Macrobius obferves with fome colour, that the applica- 
tion of them is not fo juft as in our author r for Virgil had made 
Juno^ fay before, that I'urnus would certainly periib. 

Nunc juvenem imparibus video concnrrere fatif, ' 
Parcantmfue dies & vis inimica propinquat* 

So that there was left reafon for weighing his fate with that of ASneas 
after thdt d^aration. SicaRger trifles miferiWy, when he fiiya JW 
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With equal hand : In thefe explored the fate 
Of Greece and Troy, and pois'd the mighty weight. 90 

Prefs'd 



vught have learned thif frcm the fates, though Jupiter did not know 
it, before he confulted them by weighing the fcales. But Macrobiui*t 
excufe in behalf of Virgil is much better worth regard : I ihall tran- 
fcribe it in tire, as it is perhaps the fineft period in all that author. 
Hdt€ & alia ignofcenda VirgiUoy qui Jiudii circa Homerttm nimetate eX" 
cedit modum* Et rcvera mom peterat nen in aliquibui minor videri, qui 
per omnem poefim fuam hoc uno eft pracipui ufus archetypo. Acriter 
enim in Homerum oculos intendit, ut demtUareiur ejus non md$ magm'tu* 
diaem fed & ftmp/icitatem, & prafentiam oratitnis, & tadiam wtsiefla* 
tern. Hinc dtverfarunt inter heroat fuat perfonarum varia magmficatioy 
bine Dtorum interpofoio, bine auttritas fabuhfat bine tfeShium natnra- 
Hum exprfjj^, bine menumemorum perfietaio^ bine parabokrum exagge* 
ratio, bine torrentis orationit fonitus, bine rerum fitgulanm eum jpltnaTrf 
faftigium. Sat. 1. 5. c. ij. 

As to the afcent or defcent of the foales, Euftatbius explains it in 
this manner. The defcent of the fcale towards earth ngnifie s un- 
happineis and death, the earth being the place of misfortune and 
mortality > the mounting of it Signifies profperity and life, the fu- 
perior regions being the ^ts of felicity and immortality. 

Milton has admirably, improved upon this fine fiAion, and with an 
alteration agreeable to a Chriftian Poet. He feigns that the Almighty 
' weighed Satan in iiich fcales, but judicioufly makes this difference^ 
that the mounting of his fcale denoted ill fuccefs ; whereas the fame 
circnmftance in Homer points the viAory. His reafon vras, becanfe 
Satan was immortal, and therefore the finking of his fcale could not 
fignify death, but the mounting of it did his ligbtnefiy conHnrmable toi 
the expre0i< n we juft now cited from Daniel, 

TV Eternal, to prevent fucb btrrid fray^ 
Hung forth in heaven his golden fcales, yet futf 
Between- Afkrxz and the Scorpion f^ : 
JVberein all things created firft hetungVd, 
The pendulous round earth, vmtb balanced air, 
I» count erpoife ; now ponders all events. 
Battels and realms : In thefe he put two weights^. 
The Jequel each of parting and of fight i 
tht. latter fuicji wp-ftew^ emd biciTd the beam.. 
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VrA^d with its load, the Gruian bftkiice lies 
Low fank oa earth, the Tr^an ftrikes the &ies^ 
Then Jove from A/iz^s top his horroar fpreads ; 
The doads borft dreadful o*er the Grecian heads ; 
Thick lightmnggi flafli i the muttVing thafider rolls ; 
Their ftreagth he withers, and nAraam their foals. 

Br 



1 bdiera: wfon the vdboW thii tnajr with yd&ct \m prdenei .btt! 
ihmer*% $ai l^rgii't, 9m aooMMt of the beaufiAil aUuiioA to 
figai of LUta ii» the faeareDS^ and that noble HnaginafUon ol 
Mak^*s weighng the whole wovl^ as the ewatioA, and tii 
evenu of it ftace $ (o correfpondeiit at once to philolepliy, a» 
the ftyle of thfrfimpuweaw 

V. 93. Then Jwt from Ida'* twp, &c.] Thi» diftieft of the C 
being foppofied, ykfiur*» pnfenco was ahfolotely aoceflarf to I 
tbem into ic t for the inlorioff Godi that wonr fmndly to Onm 
rather mose is nomber aod foperiov i» force to thMe that ftm 
Tr0y ; and the Poet bad ihewed before^ wfaeo both armies vcii 
to themfdvesy that the Grtekp could orereomo the Tfojmit $ be 
H wmtld have been as iaddible refle^Hos opon* hie coiiiifr7»i 
hare been vampuHied by s fmalier number. Therefbfe Bothiiij 
than the immediate interpofittoa of Jyfiter was re^ifite^ % 
ibews the wonderfal addrefs of the Poet in luomaehinvf. } 
maicet Tuimut fay in the laft JEtmdi 

-— - JWj mt titprem & Jtpiter Boflrt, 

And indeed this defeat of the Crteks Teems more to their gloiy 
all their vif^ories^ Alice even yupiter^t omnipbteace coaM with 
culty effect it, 

V»95. Tbitk hgbtningt fafi,1 This notion titjufnter'9 decl 
againft the Creekf by thunder and lightning, is drawn (lays Di 
from truth itfelf : 1 Sam* cb. 7. Axd as Samuel tvas offering u 
burnt'offiringf tbt Philiftinet 4&VW near to^ iattei agoing Ifreal : 
tbr Lird thunder d with a great thunder on that day «/>m the Philil 
and difcemfited them, and they were fmluen before IfracL To ^ 
may be added, that in the igth Pfalm: The Lord thundered i 
heavens, and the Uigbeft gave bis voice i .bail'Jhnes and coals of 
Tra, be Jent out bis arrtvfi and fiatttKtd tbtm^ b§ Jbm.. otit ligjL 
and difcomfied tbem^ 
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Before his wrath the trembling hofis retifc ; 

The God in terrors^ and the dues on fire. 

Nor great Uomeneus that fight could bear. 

Nor each ftern Ajux^ thanderbolts of war : 100 



Upon occafioD ol tiw various foccefib giirett ky J^^ now to 
Creeianiy now to Trojans, whom he faffers to perifli interchangeably ^ 
feme have fancied this fuppoAtion injurious to the nature of the 
Sovereign Being, as . reprefenting him variable oi* iaconftaot in hit 
rewards and puniihments. It may be anfwered^ that as God makes 
uie of fome people to chaftife others, and none are totaliy void of 
crimes, he often decrees to paniHi thofe very peribns for lefler fins, 
tibain he makes his inftnunents to pnoiih otben for greater : fo" 
purging them from their own iniquities before they become worthy 
to be chaftiliers of other roen*s. This it the caift^of the Grtek here, 
whom yupiter permits to fuffer many ways, though he had deftined 
them to revenge the rape of thlen upon Trof, There is a EifKny i» 
Bible juft of this nature. In the iQth chapter of fudges, the Ij" 
raelitn are commanded to make war agamft the tribe of Bfjmnin^ to 
puniih a rape on the wife of a tAWU committed in the city of Gi^ 
beab : When they have laid fiege to the place, the Set^amites fally 
upon them with fo much vigour, that a great number of the be* 
ii^iers are deftroyed : They are aftoniihcd at thcie defeats, as havin^^ 
undertaken the fiege in- obedience to the coaunan^ of God : Bnc 
they are ftill ordered to perfift, *till at length they burn the city, 
and almoft extinguiih the race of Betijamin. Thne are many in^ 
ftanccB in icripture, where heaven is repreicnted to change its decrees 
according to the repentance or relaples of men : Hceeknu h ordered 
to prepasi for death, and afterwards fifteen years are added to his lifir.; 
It is foretold to Aciah, that he ihould perifh miferably, and then 
upon his humiliation Gcd defers the puniftment *tiU the reign of his 
iaeotCbt, &c* 

I muft coaltfs, that in comparing paflSiges of the fiicrsd books- 
witkour Author, one ought to ofe a great doit of cantiogi and refpeO. 
If there ave ibme places in icripture that in conpliairfbe to humai> 
underftaoding repreicnt the Deity as a^ng by motives like thofe of 
men ; there are infinitely more that ihcw him as he is, all periie^Uoo, 
Juftice, and beneficence ; whereas in Jitmer the general tenor of tho 
poem repseiencs Jufiter as a Being fubje^b to paflioo, inequality, 
and imperfedion. I think M. Dacitr has carried theie comparifons 
too far, and is too sealous to defend him upon every occafion ia tho 
goints o£ theology and do^binc* 
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Nor he, the King of Men, th* alarm fuftain'd ; 

Nfjfor alone amidft the florm remained. 

Unwilling he remain*d, for Parss^ dart 

Had pierc*d his ccrarfer in a mortal part ; 

Fix*d in the forehead where the fpringing mane 105 

Currd o*tr the brow, it ftung him to the brain : 

Mad with his angoifh, he begin> to rear. 

Paw with his hoofs alofr^ and lafh the air. 

Scarce hftd his feokhion cat the reins and freed 

Tk* incumberM chariott from the dying fleed, 1 uo 

When dceadful. HiSori. thuiidVing thro* the war, 

Poor^d tathe tumult on his whirling car. 

That day had (tretcVd beneath his matchtefs hand 

The hoary monarch of the Pjpan band. 

Bat Diomed- beheld ; from forth' the croud 11; 

He rulh'd^ and onViyJ/ja called alood. . 



v. 11-5. But Diomed BebeU,J TBe whole Mlcmng ftoiy of 
Nefior and Diomed is admirably contrived to raife the charador of 
the latter^ He maintains his intrepidity^ and ▼entures Bagly to 
bring off the old hero, notwithftanding the general cenftemation. 
The art of Homer wrill- appear wonderfd to any one who confiders all 
the circumftances of this part, and by what degrees he reconciles thir 
ffight of Diomed to that undaunted character. The thunderbolt falls 
juft before hugn^j that is not enough j iV^Ar advifes hhn to fubmit to 
heaven; this does not prevail; he cannot bear the thoughts of flight ^ 
Iifeflor drives back the chariot without his confent ; he is again in- 
clined to go on *tin yt*piter again declares againft him. Thefe twO' 
heroes are very artfuHy placed together, becaufe none -but a-perfon of 
Jielior*% authority and wifdom could have prevailed upon Dimned to 
retreat t A younger warrior could not fo well in honour have given 
him Aich counfel, and firom no other would he have taken it. To 
caufe Diomed to fly, re^uiied both the coon&l of Nefioi^f a»d thft 
thiMda ofJtfpitgr, 
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Whither, oh whither does Uiyffis ran ? 
Oh flight unworthy great Lairiej Too I 
Mix'd with the vulgar ihall diy fate be foBod, 
Pierc'd in the back, a vile, difhopeft wound ? 120 

Oh turn and fave from HiffoT'i direful rage 
The glory of the Greeks, the Fyliau iage. 
His fruidefe words are loft onheard in air, 
Uijiffes feeks the ihip?, and (heltert diere. 
But bold TydiJes to the refcue goes, 12; 

A fingle warrior *mid{l a hoft of foes $ 
Before the conrfen with a fudden fpring 
He leap'dy and anxious thus befpoke the King* 

Great perils, &ther \ wait th* uneqoal fight ; 
Thefe younger champions will opprefs thy might. lyo 
Thy veins no more with ancient vigoor glow. 
Weak is thy iervaot, and thy courien flow. 



V. 121. Ob turn andfitue^ ftc} There 18 » decorum ia miALxn^ 
Diomed call Utuffk to the afliftance of his brother fage $ for who 
better knew the importance of Nejhr, than Utffeif But the queilioa 
19, whether Ulyl/h did not drop Ntfiv^ as one great minifter would 
do another, and fancied he fhould be the wife man when the other 
was gone ? Eufiatbiux indeed is of opinion that Uomer meant not ta 
caft any afperuon on VljJJtty nor would have given him f» many noble 
appellations, when in the fame breath he leile^cd upon his courage* 
But perhaps the contrary opinion may not be ill grounded, if we 
•bferve the manner of Homer*s escprcffion. Dimed ca^lM Ufjifesi but 
UfyJ/es was deaf, he did not bear\ and whereas the Poet fays of the 
left, that they had not the bardUufi to ftay, Uljifts is not only faid 
^oJh> but «'apl^»X*^ to nnake tn^knt hafte towards the navy. (yvi<f 
at leaft underftood it thus, for he puts an obiedion in AJMX^t mourh, 
Metam, 13. drawn from this paiTagey which would have been im'-^ 
proper, had not Cfj^ made more -Ipeed than he ought } fince.w^AV- 
«a the iame occaiioa retittttd as wcU as he* . 

Thea 
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Then hade, afcend 9iy feat, imI from die car 

Obferve the deeds of Tri/, rtnown'd in vrar. 

Pra^'d alike to torn, toftop^ tochace^ i^j 

To dare the fight, or iirge iho rapid race: 

Thcfe late obeyed J&mmi! gliding lein ;. 

Leave thou thy chariot tO' oar fdthful trau : 

With thefe againft jatf Trofams will we pfy 

Nor /hall great Hr^gr want an equal foe ; 140 

Fierce as he is, ev'n he may kam to fear 

The thirfty fury of my flying fpcar. 

Thus {.aid the chief « and Nefior jfiuU'd io war. 
Approves his coonfcl, and afcends the car: ' 
The deeds he left, their trolly (ervantt hold ; 145 

Bmjmedojt, and $tkemiw the bold. 
The rev'rend charioteer dire^ the courfe, 
And drains his aged arm to ladi the horfe. 
He^or they face ; unknowing how to fear, 
I'ierce be drove on ; ^yttida whirrd his fpear. 1 50 

The fpear with erring hade midook itt way, 
Bot pUiAg'd in Eniopeus^ bofom lay. 
His opening hand in death for&kcs the rein ; 
The deeds dy back : He faHs, and fpariv the plara. 



T. 14»- l^ti^yjfuiy •f mf fi^ng fpt^} H^jwr hai figoref ©£ 
list boldaefs which it is impoflibl« to prefcnre la Mother language. 
Thfl words in the origirul are Ao^ v iMMwirmif Ht£lor JftaJi fig if 
mm fpt0f » 9uJ in ay bMtdt, The' traoiUaon, preteodt oaJjr to haf« 
tdcai AxAe (hadow of thie^ tnr aaiautiag the fwetih gifuii it fiJy^ 
aW fireogthcBini^ the figaca wit^ the eplthcuiitt^ 

Cttta 
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Great He^or forrcws for his fenrant kfllM, rj 5 

Yet unrevengM permits to pre& the field 1 

'Till to fopply his place and mk the car> 

Rofe Arebeftolewmst the fierce in war. 

And now bad death aad horror covered AX ; 

Like dmVoos flockB the Trtjam in dieir wall tSo 

InclosM had bled : bat Jmvi with awlbl foimd 

Roll'd the big thonder o'er die Taft profemid : 

Full in TydiJis* hict the lightning flew ; 

The ground before him flam*d with folphw blue ; 

The 

V. J 59. And now imJdtatb, Sec.} EuJUihius nhttrm how won- 
derfolly Homer Ml •Afamea the cfaan^tr ofDhmed: when all tli* 
leaders of Greece were retreated, tbt Poet 6ys that bad not Ji^§^ 
interpoied, Diomed alone had driven the whole army of Tny to their 
walls, and with his fin^e hand had vaaqiiUh*d aa army. 

V. 164. Tbt ground hefort him fanCdJ\ Here is a battel de- 
icrib*d with fo much fire,- that tba warmdl UMgnatioB «f an able 
painter cannot add a circumftance to heighten the furpria e or horror 
of the piftore. Here it what they call the f)nacm, ot hony an4 
tumolc of the a^ion in the utmoft ftrength of colouring, upon the 
fore-ground ; and the rtffi or fohmmty. at a diMuice, with great 
propriety and judgment. Firft, in the EloignmeM, we behold 7«-i 
piter in golden armour, fimreunded with* glory, upon the (nmmit of 
mount Ida j his chariot and horfes by- him, wrapt, ta dask doudf* 
In the nett place beloW the horizon, appcaar the cfeods roUinj^ and 
opening, thro' which the lightning flaihes in the face of the Greeks, 
who are ftying on all fides ; j^amemnou and the reft of the com- 
manders in the rear, in pcihises of aftoniihment. Towards the 
middle of die piece, we fee Nepar in the utmofif diftrefsir one of 
his horfes Having: a deadly wound in the forehead with a dart, 
which makes him' rear and writhe, and diforder the reft. N^r i» 
cutting the hai'nefs With' his fword, while HeSor advances driving 
fnll fpsed. Dkmei bterpofes, in an a^on of this utmoft fiercenefa 
and intreoidity t Thele two heroes make the principal figures and 
fiibjeft or the pidmv. A btt^nij% tKunderiiolt* falls juff before the 
f^t of t>iomtt% hoiib> from whence a horrid flame' of fiilphur 
riies* 
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The qoiv'ring fteeds fell prollrate at the fight ^ 165 

And Neflor''z trembling hand confefs^d his fright ; 
He drop'd the reins; and fliook with facred dread. 
Thus, turning, warn'd th* intrepid Dionud, 

O chief ! too daring in thy friend^s defence, 
Jleiire advised, and urge the chariot hence. 1 70 

This day, averfe, the {QyU^ftgCL of the dries 
Affifts great Htawy and our palm denies. 
Some other fun may fee the happier hoar. 
When Gruct fhall conquer by bis hcav'sly fiow'r.. 
'Tia not in roan his fix'd decree to move : 175 

The great will glory to fubmit to Jo*ve, 

O revVend Prince ! (fyduifs thus replies) 
Thy years are awful, and'thjr words are wife, 
fiut ah, what grief! ihould haughty Heffor boaft, 
I fled inglorious ta the guarded coaft. i^9o 

Before that dire difgiace fliall blaft my fame. 
Overwhelm me, earth ; and hide a warrior's fliame. 
To whom Gerenian Ueftor thus reply *d : 
6ods ! can ti)y courage fear riie Phrygian's pride ? 



This it only a fpecitnea of a Angle piftare dcfigned i»y Horner^ 
•at of the mafiy with which he has beautified the Iliad, And in- 
deed every thing it fo natural' and fo lively, that the Hiftory painter 
would generally have no more to do, but to deh'neate the formt, 
tnd copy the circumftances, juft as he finds them defcribed by this 
great moAer. We cannot therefore wonder at what hat been fo 
•jften faid of Bmtr^t fwaifluag ideas to the moft famous Painters 
«f antiq^ty. 

HtCbr 



} 
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Hi3or may vaunt, bot wlu> ihall heed the boaft? 185 

Not thofe who felt thy arm, the Dardan hoft. 

Nor 7roy^ yet bleeding in her heroes loft ; 

Not ev*n a Phrygian dame, who dreads the fword 

That laid in duft her lov*d, lamented lord. 

He iaid, and hafty, o*er the gapping throng 190 

Drives the fwift fteeds ; the chariot fmoaks along. 

The (houts of Trojans thicken in the wind ; 

The florm of hifling javelins poors behind. 

Then wich a voice that ibakes the-fblid ikies, 

PIcas'd HeSlor braves the warrior as he flies. I9J 

Go, mighty hero \ grac*d above the reft 

In feats of council and the fomptooas feaft : 

Now hope no more thofe honoun from thy train 1 

G09 lefs than woman, in the form of man | * > 

To fcale our walls, to wrap our tow*rs ia flames, 200 

To lead in .exile the fair Phrygian dames^ 

Thy once prond^hopes, prefomptoous Prince f are fled 1 

This arm (hall reach thy hearty and ftretch thee dead. 

Now fears. dlfluade him, and now hopes invite, 
To flop his courfers, and to ftand the £ght ; 205 



V. 194. The fvlid /kies.'\ Homer fbmetimes calls the hearent bra- 
Tien, Oofei909 *o^t;%*X«oir, and Juffiter'z palace, ^«X«o^«Tf? ^u. 
One might think from hence that the notion of the filidity of the 
beavenSf which is indeed very anqient, had been generally receivM'. 
The fcripture ufet expreifions agreeable to it, A beavai of brajs^ 
aad t}ie Jtrmameat, 
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Tbrke tam-d the diic^ zxAjimetiBBkftriaXJrm 
Ckk Llah fammits thundered from above. 
Great HtSor heard; be iaw the fUfluog light, 
(The figQ of eoflqueil) aod thus urged the £ght. 

Hear cv*ry Tr§jan, LjciaXf Dardam baad, 21^ 

Allfam^din war, aaddreadfolhaadtohaad. ^ 

Be mindful of the wreaths your arms have won. 
Your great forefathers glories, and yoar own. 
Heard ye the voiee of Jaw P Soccefi and &me 
Await on Tro^, on Gnui etenud fiuune. aij 

In vain they ikolk behind their boaftcd^wall^ 
Weak bulwarks I deftin'd 1^ this arm to fdl* 
High o*er their fligbttd ttcneh oar bleeds ihatt bouod. 
And pafavi£b»rioiis.«?er dM lflafdi*id aioood. 
Soon as before yaft^iiaUoir&^ we ikanc^. ito 

Fight eack wadi fUbrn^ and lolkthe bkaiiig imndi 
*Til] their proud fuvy wtapt in ftnoke and £res, . 
AU ^f^Mce^ eacoiipa&'d, ift one hlaae expiita^ 

Fuf iom he iaid i then bepding o^er the yoke. 
Encouraged his .proud Aeeds, while thus he fpoke» 125 



V. a 14. Heard p the voice of Jove ?] It was a noble and effcc- 
toal tnaoner of eacourag ng the troops, hy telling them that God 
was furely on their fide : This, it feexns, has been an ancient pra^cca 
ss it has been oied in modern timos by thofc vrho never read Homer* 
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Now Xanthus^ jEthoMf lamftti f urge tbe ctace^ 

i^nd thou, Pidargusf prove thy generous race : 

Be fleet, be fearkfi, thtt iosportant day. 

And all your inafler*€ wfU fptel oare rcf«y' 

For tBls, high M in pknt^Aw ftalls ytdaadp 230 

Serv'd with piire wheats and by a Prmocft* hand 2 

For this my fpoqfe of great AkM^ liaa 

So oft' has fteep'd the flrcngtk^aiog grab in witie* 



V. 226. Nv» XaDtbus^ iSihoii, llfr, J Thefc htte been Critickt 
^Kho blame this manner, introduced l^y Hotur and ccq^ied by Vir^ly 
of making a hero addrefs bis difcoarfe to his borfes. f^rgtlnzi 
(iven human fenttmcnts to the hot& of PaUdh aad made him weeg 
for the death of his mafter. In the tenth J£neiJ, Mexentius fpeakt 
to his horfe in the iame auuui«r «§ Htfhr doei her^ Nay, he 
makes Turnus otter a fpecch to hit fpear, and inroke it as a divi* 
nlty. All this is agreeable t« fbt an of cratiiy, wiricli nakas it 
a precept to fpeak to every thing, and make every thing (peak.i 
of which there are inmnnerabfe applavded htlhuieea in the moi| 
celebrated orators. Nothing can be oiora ijpirited and ^^ing thaa 
this eothufiafm of Hsfiffr, who, in the tranfpiort of his Joy at th^ 
fight of DknuJ fly tag bafore h^ brtaki o»t iii|» tbia afoftrophe 
'to hiir borfes, as he is purfuing. And indeed the air of this whole 
fpeech is agreeable to a man dnuik witii the hopes of iacM^, and 
promifing himfelf a feries of conquefts* He has in imagination al- 
ready forced the Credan retwnchmanta, ftt the fleet in fiames, and 
deftroyed the whole army. 

V. 232. For this my ffrnfeJ] There is, fays M. I>aeier, a iecret 
beauty in this pafTage, which perhaps will only be perceiv'd by 
thofe who are particularly vcrs'd in Homtr, He defcribes a Princefs 
fo tender in her love to her hulband, that /he takes care conftantly 
to go and meet bin at his return from every battel \ and the joy^of 
feeing him again, runs to his hories, and gives them bread and wine 
^ a teftimony oif her acknowledgment to them for bringing him 
back. Notwithftaoding the railery that may be paft upon this re- 
inajk, I take a L^dy to be the belt judge to what a£Uons a woms« 
may be carried by fondnefs to her huiband. Homer ^m not expreily 
mention bread, but wheat; and the commentatcvcs are not agreed 
whether ihe gave them wine to drin^ qi: ItccpM the grain in it. 
li^a trand^tes it ais I do. 

Now 
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Now (wik j^rfoe, now thunder oncontroH'd ^ 

Give me to feize rich Nefior^s (hidd of gold j 235 

From Tydeus' ihouldcrs ftrip the coftly load, 

Vulcanian arms, the labour of a God : 

Thefe if we gain, then Victory, ye powers f 

This niglvt, this glorious night, the fleet is oars. 

That heard, deep anguiih ftung Saturnia*^ foul ; 24a 
She fliook her throne that fiiook the fUrry pole : 
And thus to Neptune : Thou, whofe force can make 
The ftedfaft earth from her foundations (hake, 
Sce'ft thou the Greeks by fates unjuft opprcil. 
Nor fwclls thy heart in that immortal breafli 24 j 

Yet ^gitf Heiui, thy pow'r obey. 
And gifcs unceafing on thy akan lay. 
Would all the Deities of Greece combine. 
In vain the gU)omy Thund'rer might repine : 
Sole Jhoold he fit, with fcarce a God to friend^ 250 

And fee hi» Trojans to the (hades defcend : 
Such be the fcene from his li/^an bow'r ; 
Ungrateful profpea to the fullen pow'r I 



V. 237. Vulcani^n arms, the labour of a CW.] Thefe w«rc tlie 
anns that Diomed had received from Claucui, and a prize worthy 
Heaor, being (as we are told in the fixth book) intirely of gold. I 
do not remember any other place where the fliield of $^cJior is 
celebrated by Homer. 

V. 147. Tet iEgae, Helic^.] Thefe were two cities of Greece in 
which Neptune was particularly honoured, and in each of which there 
was a temple and a ft^tuc of him. 
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Neptune with wrath rejed^s the nih defign : 
What rage, what madnefs, furionsQueeiiy is thine P 25; 
I war not with the Higheft. All above 
Submit and tremble at the hand of Jove, 

Now godlike HeSt^ to whofe matchleis might 
Jove gava the glory of the deftin^d fight. 
Squadrons on fquadrons ^ves, and fills the fields • z6o 
Witb £laferang*d chariots, and wi^ thickenM (hfelds.' 
Where the deep trench in length extended lay, 
Compared troops Hand wedged in firm array, 
A dreadful front ! they ibake the brands, and threat 
With k>ng-deftroying9ames the hoftile fleet. - 265 

The King of Men, by Jum'i fclf infpir'd, 
Toird thro* the tents^ and all hb army firM. - • ,. ' 1 
Swift as he mov*d, he lifted in his hand 
His purple robe, bright enfign of comiriijnd. ' 
High on the miclmoft bark the King appeared; ; 270 
There, from l/^^/ deck, his voke wai heiud. - . 

: . • , ■ To 



V. 262. Where tU ditp trewcb,} That Is to Uy, the /pfCQ be- 
twixt the dkch and the wall was filled vrith the men and chariots 
of the Greeks : HeSior not having yet paft the ditch. Euftaibius, 

V. 269. His fmfpU r(Ae.^ ^amernnou here addrefles hinoTelf to 
the eyes of the ^rmy ;. his voice might hwc bepo loft in (be coo- 
fuiion of a repeat, but the motion of, tjiis 'purple. robe cbul^. not 
fail of attra£lins the'r^ard of tlie ibldiers. iTit fpeech alCo ^ very 
remarkable $ Ke ^rft endeavours to ihame them into cowrajBe, and 
and th(n. begs 'of Jv^V^r to giye.that cqvnffi fucceft;. it. kail fo far 
as not to fuRertbewbble army-to I&edeffr^re4*.^£v/9^ibyi* • ^ 

V. 270. High on the midmoft bark, aw.1 "We'IcSm ftoin Ktece 
the fituatioD of the fluM of uyTcs^ iicbiUn uA /^ax« *^tA. v«^ 
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To 4ax and Achilles ttBidCd ch€ hwai, « 

Wkofe djftmc fliipi ebe guarded navy bound. 

Oh Argwes ! ihame oi faaman race i be ciy *d» 

(The hoUow veflels to hit voice rc^ly'd^ £;{ 

Where sow are all yoor gbrioas beafts of yore^ 

Yoorhafty tritunpbftontheiiMMHrVMrihoffe? ^ 

fia^ feaiM hero darei an luisdred lbet» 

White the ftaft lifts, and while die goblet Aawi ; 

Bat whotojaeet-oaemaiahdiiiaiiisibtiid, ago 

Whoi the figbtnges, and thefUmies fiirmndl 

'Owif^Jtw! oh£ret>fdttdiftrefiid:| 

Was ever KiI«meme^libeflle«n|M«'«^^ 

With pow> iflOQiettfr, with juftice arm^d in viin ; 

My glory ra^ifll^ aad my people ilaio f 2^5 

To thee my vows were breathed from^ ev*iy (hore 1 

What altar finoakM aot with our viaiaM gore ? 

With fiit o£ boUs I iDd the conAftot flam^ 

And a(k*d deSt ttdion to the Tr^n name. 

{llHv, gracious God I hx humbler onr demand ; 290 

Give thefe at (eaft to *icape from Heaor'i band, 

^id iave the veHfta of the Gndim land ! 



1 



^HMttr beiB$ ilttt ftrohetll tiroes of the anay, vMt ^UtitA to ^tSoA 
tMiereod of the Aeety ai moft obno^ioos to the Incudbot or fur- 
)ptise» of the enemy j and Uhfii tebg the M>)eil bead, was allotted 
the imddle toltcei ai more ftft and coaveirfent i^' thie coandl, and 
that he nii^t be the acaatr, if aay euerfeacy, itffalged his advice. 
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Thus pra)r*d the King, and hetrVs great -Father heard 

( Yows, in^Mtternefs of fool preferred ; 

.e wrath appea8*d, by happy figns declares, 295 

d gives tht peopfo to their fnoiUrrth*s prayers. 

8 eagle, facred bird of heav^ ! he fent, 

fawn his tdons trufsM {(Hviim portent f) 



IT. 193. ^Tua f^rffj the JCikg, dni heav*n'i great Tmher hem-d!] 
it to be obicrir^d in gemnl^ tba( Homer ^ har^ evtr imkM lib 
oes fucceed, unlefs diey have firft oiSer*d a prayer to heavco. 
lether they eag9 in war, gp npoa at cmfaifly, . uadevtake « 
age } in a word, whatever (hey enterposc^ they almoft al«rtys 
plicate Tome God ; and «th«iever we Bui this cmittvd, we mtjr 
e^ (bme adverfity to befall them in the coorfe of the ^ry. 
f. 197. The aigtei fmred ^irdf] Jtttiter upon the pravert of 
ammnon iend^ ao omen to encouraa^ the Cruks* The ypUdatiaa 
it is obvioos t The eag!e fignified JSR^dr, the fawn denoted the 
-fear and flight oi the <7rwilf, ani being 'dsopt tt the al^r of 
piter, fliewM that they would be favcd by the prote£lion of that 
d. The wotd XUt96fji^U^ (fiyt EmJImiimJ hat a great figoi^ 
incy in thi« place. The Greeh having }uft received this h^ify 
en from Jvptter, were oflfbing oMadons to him under tht titfe 
the Father of Orach, Thece' may alfo he a natural xtaAo fy/e 
9 appellation, as Jvfiter fgn^ed the /Ether, which is the vehicle 
all founds. 

Virgil has a fine imitation of this palTage, but diverfify*d with 
ny more circumftancea, wbertihe makei ymama Afew a pnda|y 
the like nature to encouuig^ the Latins, jEn, it, 

Ifamque vofans ruM fihus Jffvk aks. in itibrg, 
Litoreas agitahat Oves, turhamfue finantem 
jigminh aligent fi/hk»-dkml/ifjmi ad iui^ ■ 
Cycnum excelkntem fedibut rapit improhut uncis 
An ester e anifns Jttdi : ataff^fue^vQlutres , 

Ctaverttau chm^re fi^ma {tmra^ mfm) 
jSdbmofui ^ftaaam peame, ■ ht / U m f n e fer mMi 
Fafftd mke pretmmt : doate vi viffta Of ifft 
Pondfrf dffedt, pti^dsmfUi. m» toiguihtt* iSa 
Projecit jiuvio, pinittifjm.jm- tMa fi^» . 
2 



i 
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High o'er the wond'rmg hofts he foar*d ibovfy 

Who paid their vows to Pammpb^am Jc^^ . . JM 

Then let the prey hefore his akar UM ; 

The Greeks beheld, and traniport feiz*d on all : 

Encouraged by the figs, the txoo^ revive. 

And fierce on Troy^ with doubled fby drive. 

TyeiUes firft, of all tJie Grecian force, 30; 

O'er ihe broad ditch impeird his loamiag horfey 

Pierc*^ the deep ranks, their flrongeft battd tore. 

And dy'd his jav'lin red with Trofnn gore. 

Young JgeUus (Phnubmn was his fire) 

With flying cpiirfefs ihun^d the dreadfi^ ire : • - 310 

Strook duro' the back, the Pbrygiam fell opprefi ; 

The dart drove on, and iflaed at hk. breaft : 

Headlong he qmts the car ; his arms refosnd : 

Hb pond'roas buckler thunders on the ground. 

ForthraihatideofGr/rib, the pafiage freed s 31; 

Th' Ahid^ firft,. th' Jjaces next fuccccd : 

Meri9nes, like Mars in arms renown'd. 

And godlike Idomen, now paisM the mound ; 

E'Uitmon'i Ton next iflaes to the foe. 

And laft, young Tarar with his beaded bow. 320 



V. 30c. Tydides/r/.] Dtmei^ as live have before feen, was 
the laft that retreated from the thunder of Jufiter ; be is now the 
firft that returns to the- battel. It is worth while to ohferre the 
behavjour of the heio upon this occafion: .He retseaM|with the 
tttmoft reluAancy, and advances with the utmoft aidoi^ he flies 
with gntter impatience to nctt tiAjgx^ tham he coold hcfoie to 
put himSeif ia iaftty. £i^laibwi« 
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Secure behind the Telamonian fhidd 
. The ikilfol archer wide furvey'd the field. 
With cv'ry ihaft fome hoftile vi£lim flew, 
7hen dofe beneath the ferenfold orb withdrew : 
The confcious infant fo, when fear alarms, 925 

Retires for f^iC^ to the mother^s arms. 
Thus Jjax guards his broker in the field. 
Moves as he moires, iand turns liie fhining (hidd: 
Who firft by TVur^r's mortal arrows bled ? 
Orjtlocbusi then.fell OnsBiMriix diead': 33<^ 

The godlike Z^o^ibir next prefs'd the plain, ' 
With Chromiusi Ddeior\ Opheiefies {\A\n : 

Bold H/2/o0/a<7« breathkfs funk to ground ; 

The bloody pile great Milamppus crowned. : 

Heaps fell on heaps, fad trophies of his art, 33 5 

A Trojan ghofl: attending ev'ry dart. 



V. 321. Secure Mind the TelamoAiaii Jhield,'] Eufiatbiui obferves 
that Teucer being an excellent archer, and ufing only the bow, 
could not wear any arms which would incumber him, and render 
him lela expedite in bit archery. Homer to fecofc htm from the 
enemy, repvefeDts him as {landing behind j^ox^b ihield, tnd (hoot- 
ing from thence. Thus thd Poet girea as a new drcumftance of a 
battel, and tho* ^aat atcUeves nothing himfelf, he maintains a 
fuperiority over Teucer : Ajax may be (aid to kill thefe Trejani with 
the arrows ol Teucer, 

There is alTo a wonderful tendemefa in the fimile with which 
be iUttftrates the retreat of Teucer behind the (bield of Ajax: Such 
tender circumftanoes ioften the horrors of a battd, and diffufe a ibrt 
«f iereniljAnrer the iobl t>f the reader. 



Voutl'. - K- ^^^^"^ 
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Great Agamemnon viewl whh joJFfbl «^6 

The nmb grow thkiheras his nrowft ity : 

Oh xoath for ever dto I (the mofiarQh t^''^) 

Thus, alwajrs fhosi tUf ^H)r worth be try*d i $4% 

Thjr brave exain^ ihafl rttrievv oor haft. 

Thy country's faviowv and tHy fiithef *i \mA \ 

Sprang from an allnl*9 bed thy fire to gnhs^ 

The vigV(5da dflT^priBg of li ftel'n tobraoK 

Proud of his boy^ he own*d ihb genV^os Aitt% 945 

And the brave fon repays Jlis caret ^tih fame. 

Now hear a moiiarch's vMr 1 if heavV^ h%h pWMri 

Give ne to raze ^ntfi lodg-dcf^tidtd HMhr'cs \ 

Whatever treafures Grttct ifk ake d^figi^ 

The next rich h<HH>rary gift be thibe : ^5^ 

Some golden tripod^ <i^ dtfti^ntih^dxar. 

With courfers dreadful, io the tanks of wttr^ 

Or fome fair captive whom thy eyes approve. 

Shall recoropenfe the warrior's toils with love. 



V. 337. Gfwt AgkBramoM vm&r..] ki^mhim •Utrpes ttait ^ 
ntt wooid faert taic& the doty of a €«iierai in a b^tleL JRt until 
: obferve the bdiavieur of hii ibddifeiss He xnoft boh««r \3at faa^ te- 
proach the coward, reduce the diibnftrly; Md fo» the tfncMHgt- 
mem of the deitrvitl|^ Ynt noff immife scWardBy thab defdM ia «iiM 
may not be paid with glery only. 

V. 347. ^/ru/T^ from an alien's bed."] j^ammmM Imn, in the 

height of his bsmlneiidationi of %>r/r, tcTlt him of hit fptrtitoas 

birth : This (iays Ekflatbiui) ink ieckoh*d too diiipMe anMg til* 

andents ; nothing be^g laore ooomibn than ft>r JMRiMi- «f cM t» 

take their female captives to then* beds $ aild as (Uth- cifgMft iwei^ 

then given for a reward of valour, and as a matter of glory, it 

could he no reproach to be defcen&e^ ftomxYAm. Thus Tatar (fays 

JSf(UfShusJ was defcended ftom W^m %»& H«Ji«H^3hfc f»A% ^VW|c*> 

a reaule captive. ^ 
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To this the chief: With praife the reft in/pire^ 3^5 
Nor urge a foul afaready filled with fire. 
What ftrength I have, be now in battel try'd, 
'Till ev'ry fhaft in Phrygian blood be dy'd. 
Since rallying from our wall we forced the foe. 
Still aim*d at HeSor have I bent my bow ; 360 

Eight forky arrows from this hand have fled. 
And eight bold heroes by their points lie dead : 
But fare foitie God denies me to deftroy 
This fury of the field, this dog of 7r^. 

He faid, and twanged the (tring. The weapon flies 365 
At He£}or\ breaft, and fings along the ikies : 
He mifs*d the mark; but pierc*d Gorgytino\ heart. 
And drench'd in royal Uood the thirdy dart, 

(Fair 



V. J64. Thh dog ofTTcy,"] This is literal from the Gn^y and 
I have ventured it, as no improper expreHion of the rage of Teucer^ 
for having been fo often difappointed in his aim, and of his pa0ion 
agoinft that enemy who had io long prevented all the hopes of 
the Grecians, Milton was not fcrypuldus of imitating even thefe, 
\|fhich the modem tefinqrs call unmannerly ibrokes of our futhor, 
(who knew to what extremes human paiTions might proceed, and 
was not afliamed to copy them.) He has put this very expreHion 
into the mouth of God himfelf, who upon beholding the havock 
which Sin and Death made in \b& world, is moved in his indig* 
nation to cry out. 

See with what teat thefe Jogs of hell advance 1 

V. 367. He mifi*d the mark.'} Thefe words, fays Euflathius, are 
very artfully iniertcd ^ the reader might wonder why to ikilful an 
archer ihould fo often mifs his nark, and it was neceiiary tbac 
Teucer ihould mifs HeSor, because Homer conld not faliify the Hifto- 
ry : This diffic\ilty he removes hy the intexve&tioa of ^PoUo^ who 
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(Fair Cajlianira^ nymph of form divine. 

This offspring added to King Priafn*s line.) 370 

As full blown poppies overcharged with rain 

Decline the head, and drooping kifs the plain ; 



wafts the arrow afide from him: The poet does not tell us that 
this was done by the hand of a God, 'till the arrow o£ Temcer cvnt 
io near He^or as to kill his charioteer, which made A>me fuch 
contrivance neceffary. 

V, 371. Ai fuU'biojvn poppies."] This fimile is very beautiful, 
and exaftly rcprefents the manner of Gorgytbions death : There is 
Inch a fweetnefs in the cpmparifon, that it makes us pity the 
youth's fall, and almofl £eei his wound. Virgil has applied it to 
the death of Euryahtu 

I npte bumtms cervix collapja recumbif e 
Purpureui veluti cum fioi fuccifus aratro 
Languefcit mortem ; lajfove papavera collo 
Demi/ere cjtput, pltevia cum fort} gravantur. 

This is finely improv'd by the Roman author, with the particulars 
oi fuccifus aratro, and lajfo collo. But it may on the other hand be 
o.blerv'd in the favour of Homer, that the circumftance of the head 
being opprefsM and wpi'gh'd down by the helmet, is fo remarkably 
juft, that it is a wonder Firgil omitted it ; and the rather becaufe he had 
particularly taken notice before, that it was the helmet of Euryalut 
which occafioncd the difcovcry and unfortunate death of this young 
Itcro and his friend.. 

One may take a general obfervation, that Homer in thofe com- 
parifons that breath an air of ten<?ern<»fi?, is very exa£t, and adapts 
t!;sm in every point to the fubjcdl which he is to illuOiate : But 
in other comparifons, where he is to infpire the foul with fublime 
fontixrsents, he gives a loofe to his fancy, and does not regard whe- 
ther the images exa£lly correfpond. I take the, reafon of ir to be 
this : In the firft, the copy muft be like the original to caufe it to 
affcdl us ; the glafs needs only to return the real image to make 
it beautiful : whereas in the o'her, a fucceflicn of noble ideas will 
caufe the like fentipi'^nts in the foul j and tho' the glafs fliould 
inlarge the image, it only Prikes us uith fuch thoughts as the Poet 
intended to raiie, fublime and great. ' 

So 
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So finks the youth : His beauteous head, deprefl 
Beueath his helmet, drops upon his breail. 
Another ftiaft the raging archer drew ; 3;;^ 

That other fhafit with erring fury flew, 
(From HeSor Phcebus turn'd the flying wound) 
Yet fell not dry or guiltlefs to the ground : 
Thy bread, brave Archeftdemus ^ it tore. 
And dipped its featber» in no vulgar gore. ' ^So 

Headlong he falls : his fudden fall alarm» 
The deeds that ft^e at his founding arms. 
EeSor with grief his charioteer beheld, 
AH pale and breathlefs on the fanguiae field. 
Then bids Ctbrknes direft the rein, 385 

Quits his bright car, and ifTues on the plain. 
Dreadful he fhouts : From earth a done he took. 
And rufli'd on Teuctr with the lifted rock. 
The youth already fl:rain'd the forceful yew 5 
The fhaft already to iv's flioulder drew ; 390 

The feather in his hand, juft wing'd for flight, 
Touch'd where the neck and hollow cheft unite ; 
There, where the junfture knits the channel bone. 
The furious chief difcharg'd the craggy ftone : 
The bow -firing burft beneath the pondVous blow, 395 
And his numbM hand difmifs'd his ufelefs bow. 
He fell : But A'jax his broad ftiicld difplay'd. 
And fcreen'd his brother with a mighty fhade ; 
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*Tin great Alaflor^ and Meciftbeus^ bore^ 

The batter'd archer groaning to the ihore. 40^ 

^rcy yet found grace before th^ Ofympiam Sire, 
He arm'd their hands, and tUVd their breafts with fire. 
The Greeks^ repuls'd, retreat behind their walL 
Or in the trench on heaps confusedly fall. 
Firft of the foe great Heaor marched abag, 40$ 

With terror doath^d, and more than mortal firong. 
As the bold hound, that gives the lion chace. 
With beating bofozn, and with eager pace» 
Hangs on his haunch, or faftens on his heels^ 
Guards as he turns, and circles as he wheels : 410 

Thus oft' the Grecians turn'd, but ftill they flew i 
Thus following Heaor ftill the hindmoft flew. 
M^hen flying they had pafs^d the trench profound. 
And many a chief layi gafplng on the ground ; 



V. 407. j9s the hold bound that gives the lion ehace.'\ Thi» /imile 
is the jufteft imaginable ; and gives the moft lively piAurc of t}>e 
manner in which the Grecians fied> and HeSior purfued them, ftill 
ilaugbtering the hindmoft. Gratius and Ofpian have given us particu- 
lar defcriptiohs of thofe fort of dogs, of prodigious ftrength and iise, 
which were emplowed to hunt and tear down wild beafts. To one 
of thefe fierce animals be compares Ue&w, and ono cannot but obr 
ferve his care not to difgrace his Grecian coimtrymen by an unwor- 
t|^y companion \ Though he is obliged to repxe&nt them flying, he 
Slakes them fly lijce lions ; and as they fly, turn frequently bacl^ 
upon their purfuer ; fo that it is bard to fay, if they, or he, be in 
the- greater danger. On the contrary, when any pf the Grecian 
heroes purfue thd Trojans, it is he that is the lioa, a^d the flyers are 
but flieep or treinbUn| deer^ 
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Before the (hips a ififf^r^t^ Aavl tb^ made, 415 

An^ fir'd the troops, soiA wU'4 the Qp44 ta »i4. 

Fi^r^:^ qa his r^t^i^g ^ripl /j?^Si^ <»iiiq i 

His eyes like Gor,^ f^ot ^, faBg^np flAlAe 

That ^iUi^'4 all thieir haft : Like l/«rj he ftQo4„ 

Dire as the monft^i'i dreadful a9 the God I 420 

Their ilrong diftr^ th^ wife of jfcw fufvey -d ; 

Then penfivf tki^, to War'9 ^UMspiiaftf m^. 

Oh daughter of that Qocja wfcp^e ar«k can wid4 
Th' avengifig t^oh, and (hakf tb# f^t>I« ihi^ ! 
Now, in this moment pf bof li^ defpaxr* 425 

Sii^ll wretched QrcM no more confeia o«f cKtt, 
Condemned tQ fuffef the full force of Fate, 
And drain the drf gs of heav'n's relcntleis hate ; 
Gods I ihall qn« raging hand thou leve} 4I) ? 
What nainber9 fell ? what numbers yet fiiall &U I 430 
Whai pow'r divine fhall He^gr^i wrath afliiage? 
Still fwells the flaoghter, and ftiU growi the sage I 

So fpake th* imperial regent of the ikies ; 
To whom the Goddefs with the azure eyes : 
Long iince had HeSor ftain'd thefe fields with gO>e, 435 
Stretched by fome Jrgtw on hi^ native Ihore; 
But He above, the Sire of heaven withfiands. 
Mock* oar attempts, and flights oar juft demandi. 

K 4 The 
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The ftubbom God, inflexible and hard. 

Forgets my iervice and deferv'd reward : 440 

SavM I, for this, hb favVite * foa difbiefi'd, ^ Herajeii 

By ftem Eurifiheus with long labours prcTs'd ? 

He begg*d, with tears he begged, in deep difaiay ; 

I fliot from heay*n, and gave his arm the day. 

Oh had my wifdom known this dire event, 44 j 

When to grim Fluto^s gloomy gates he went ; 

The tripple dog had never felt his chain. 

Nor Styx been crofs'd, nor hell explored in vaia. 

Averfe to me of all his heav'n of Gods, 

At TJbettY fiiit the partial ThundVer nod«. 4-5© 

To grace her gloomy, fierce, refcntir>g fon, 

My hopes are fruftrate, and my Grrtis oi)dene. 

Some future day, perhaps he may be mov*4 

To call his blue ey'd maid his befl belov'd. 

Hade, launch thy chariot, thro" yon' ranks to ride i ^^} 

Myfelf will arm, and thunder at thy fide. 



V. 439. Thejlulhorn Cod, inftexibky and hardly It rouft be own- 
ed that this fpeech of Minerva againft Jupiter fiiocks the Allegory 
more than perhaps any in the poem. Unlefs the Deities may foroc- 
times be thought to me^n no more than Beings that preffded'over 
thofe parts of nature, or thofe paHions and faculties of the mind. 
Thus as Femis fuggefts unlawful as well as lawful defires, fo Minerva 
may be dffcribed as the Goddefs not only of Wifdom but of Craft : 
that is, both of true and falfe Wifdom. So the moral of Minerva^s 
ipeaking raflily of Jupiter, may be, that the wifeft of finite Beings 
is liable to paflion and indifcretion, as the commentators have al- 
tcady obferved. 

Thctt 
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Then Goddefs ! fay, (hall He^or glory then, 
(That terror of the Greeks^ that Man of men) 
When Junoh fclf, and Pallas (hall appear. 
All dreadful in the crimfon walks of war ? 460 

What mighty Trojan then, on yonder fhore, 
Expiring, pale, and terrible no more. 
Shall feaft the fowls, and glut the dogs with gore ? 
She ceas'd, and Juno rein*d the deeds with care 5 
(Heav'n's awful emprefs, Saturn's other heir] 46^ 

Pallas^ meanwhile^ her various veil unbound. 
With flow'rs adorn'd, with art immortal crown'd ; 
The radiant robe her facred fingers wove 
Floats in rich waves, and fpreads the court of Jo-vc. 
Her father's arms her mighty limbs invcft, 4 70 

His cuirafs blazes on her ample breaft. 
The vigVous powV- the trembling car afcends ; 
Shook by her arm, the maiTy javUin bends ; 
Huge, ponderous, ftrong I that when her fury bums. 
Proud tyrants humbles, and whole holls overturns. 47.^ 



V. 46^1 . fFbat mighty Trojan then, en yenJer Jhore.^ She means 
HelhTf wboTe death the Pcet makes her forefee in fuch a livoty 
manner, as if the image of the hero lay bleeding before her. Th.s- 
pifture is noble, and agreeable to the obfervation we formerly made 
ni Hcmer't method of'profhefying ii> the fpirit of poetry, 

V. 469. Floats in rich ivavetJ] The Creek word is tcorixivtVf 
ffiun the veil on the pavement. I muA juft take notice that here 
is a repetition of the fame beautiful vcrles wh;cb the author had> 
ufed in the- fifth book* 

K 5 Saturma^ 
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Saturnia lends the laffi f the courfers fly ; 
Smooth gHdes the chariot thra' the liquid iky. 
Heaven gates fpontaaeous open t& the pow*r», 
Hcav*n*8 golden gates, kept by the winged Hoursr 
CommiiSonM in riternate watch they ftand; 480 

The San's bright portals and die fktes' command ; 
Clofe^ or anfoUy th* eternal gates of day, 
Bar heaven with doads, or roll thofe ck>ads away. 
The founding hinges ring, the doads divide ; 
Prone down the deep of heav'n their conrfe thry guide. 48 f 
But Jove incens*d, from A/a*s top (brveyM, 
And thiis enjoined the many eolonr^d Maid. 

^battmantia f mount the winds, and flop their ear ;. 
Againft the Higheft who ihall wage the war ^ 
If furious yet they dare the vain debate, 490* 

Thus have I fpoke, and what I fpake is F«te; 
Their courfers crufh'd bene^ the whefls ftkall lit,. 
Their car in fragments fcatter'd o*cr the flcy j 
My lightning thefe rebeHkius Aiall confoond, 
And hurl them flaming, headlong to the ground,. 495: 
Condemned for ten revolving years to weep 
The wounds impre6'd by burning tboadef detpi 



V. 477!fc Smooth g/iJtt the chariot^ ftcl One would almoft think 
Komer made his Gods and Goddcffes dt&nd from Oiympus^ only to 
Siouat again, and mount only to defcend again, he is fo remarkablx 
4clighied with the defer iptions ef their horfes, and their manner oi 
fii£;bt. We have no lef^ than three of thefe ia the prei^ book. 
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So (hiU Minerva letfn to fear our ire. 

Nor dare to conbate Iter's and natare's Sire. 

For Juno^ headftrottg and imperioas fttl]» 500 

She claims fome tide to tranfgreTs oar will. 

Swift as the wind, Ae varioiis-coloor^d Maid 
From Ida"^ top her golden wings difjdigr*d ; 
To great Ofymfus" (hming gates (he fliea. 
There meets the chariot rnihiog down the fties 1 505 
Reftrains their piogrefs from the hright abodes^ 
And fpeaks the mandate of the Sire of Godt. 

What frenzy, GoddefTes ! what rage can move 
Celeftial minds (o tempt the wrath of Jovt f 
Dcfifl, odedient to his high command ; 510 

This is his word : and know his word Audi' ftand. 
His b'ghtning yourrebellion ihall confound^ 
And hurl ye headlong, flaming to the ground : 
Your horfes aa(h'd beneath the wheel? ihall lie. 
Your car in fragments fcattcr'd o'er the (ky ; 5 1 j; 

Yourfelves condemned ten rotting years to weep 
The wounds ioiprefs'd by burning thunder deep* 



V. coo. For Juno!, btoi^hottg ami imptrioui ftW, She clams, &c.] 
Eufiatbius obferves here, if a good man doe« us a wrong, we are 
juftly angry at it ^ but if it proceeds from a bad one, it is no more 
than we expe^ed, we are not at all furprized, and we bear it with 
patience. 

There are many fuch pafl^ges as thefe in Homer, which glaiut 
obliquely at the fair fex \ a^d Jupiter is here forced to cake upoa 
iiiiDfel^ the.fevere huibaad^ to teach Juno the 4aty of • wife. 
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So fhall Minerva leara to f<^ar his ire. 

Nor dare to combat^ her'fi and nature's Sire. 

For j^ujiot headilrpng and ipnperious fiill, , 590 

She claims fome title to tranfgrefs bis will : 

Bat tbee what defpVate iniblence has drivX. 

To lift thy hioce agaipil the King of heav'o ? 

Then mounting on the pinions of the wiud^ 
She flew I and Juno thus her rage refigp'd^ 525 

O daughter of that Cod, whofe arm can wield 

Th' avenging bolt, and ihake the dreadful ihieldl 

No more let beings of fuperior birth 

Contend with 3W^ for thi? low race of earth:. 

Triumphant now, now miferably flaio, 53P^ 

They breathe or periih as the fat^s ordain. 

But 



V. 522. But tbee what defp>ate infoIenceJ] It is obfervable that 
Homer generally makes his mefTcngcrs divine as well as haman, very 
pui)£laal in delivering their melTages in the very words of the perfoas 
who commiflioned them. Irii however in the clofc of her fpeech. 
has ventured ^o go beyond her inftru^ions and all rules of decomniy 
by adding thefe cxpreiTions of bitter reproach to a Goddefs of fupe- 
rior rank. The words of the original, Kvov a^lkej, arc too grofs to 
be literally tranflated. 

V. 525. Juno ber rage rejignd.'\ Homer never intended to give 
us the picture pf 9 good wife in the defcription of Juno : She obeys 
Jupiter, but it is a forced obedience : She fubmits rather to the go- 
vernor than to the huiband, and is more afraid of his lightning than 
}iis commands. 

Her behaviour in this place is very natural to a perfon under a dif- 
appointmeat : She had fet her heart upon preferring the Greeks, but 
failing in that point, fhe afTumes an air of indifference, and iiiys, 
whether they live or die, ihe is unconcerned. 

V. 531. They hreatbe or peri fi, as the fates ordain,'] The tranfla- 
tor h»8 tuin'd this Ime Ui com^U«ii^^ xo ^a ^^i «»^^«:H%UQn upon. 
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But Jove's high cQaofeU M effed ihall $ad» 
And ever conftant, ever rule mankind. 

She fpoke^ and backward tum'd her Seeds of light, 
AdornM with manes of gok]^ and heavenly bright 53.5; 
The Hours- unloosed them, panting as they ftood. 
And heap'd their mangp^ with, amhrofial. food. 
There ty'd, they reft in high celeftialilaUs;. 
The chariot prqpt againft the cryftal walls*. 
The penfive Goddefles, abafli'd, controol'd, 54P 

Mix with the Gods, and fill their feats of gold. 

And now the Thund'ret meditates his flight 
From Ida'i fummits to th* Ofympian height 
Swifter than thought the wheels inflindtive fly. 
Flame thro' the vail of air, and reach the iky. 545 

*Twas Neptune\ charge his courfers to unbrace. 
And fix the car on its immortal bafe ;. 



Homer, which MaerMus has written, and feveral others have £n€e 
fallen into : They fay he was To great a faCalift, as not fo much as to 
name the word Fortune in all his works, bat conftantly Fate inftead 
of it. This remark foems curious enough, and indeed does agree 
with the general tenor and do£lrine of this Poet ; but unhickily it 
is not true, the word which they have profcribed. being implied in the 
original of this v. 430. "O? Xfr ''^^X?' 

V. 547. And fix the car ottits immortal b4fei\ It is remarked by 
EufiatbiuSy that the word &ai^) fignifies not only altars, but fede- 
ftals or bafes of ftatues, &c. I think our language will bear this li- 
terally, though M. Dacier durft not venture it in the French. The 
folemnity with which this chariot of Jupiter is fet up, by the hands 
of a God, and covered with a fine veil, makes it cafy enough to 
iznaginc that this diftiniUon alfo snight be ihewa it. 
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There ftood ilie chtriot, beftmkig ferth ita a^s, 

*Till with a fnowy Teil he ftreea*d the Une. 

He» «{]ion» ay^conAHouf e^et the worM bdloM, j jo 

TV eterail Thonderer, ^e tSbSBon'A m gald. 

High heav*A the footft^ ef hit ieet he wakts^ 

And wide hentttli Ub, all Olymfm ftekte. 

TrembUng afar th' oieiidiQg pow^ appeared, 

Confus'd and fileiit, far hi» fh>wfl dl^ ftarM. 55 j 

He faw their feel, aed thus hia wml iasfsam s 

Ptf//«/ and Jumt fajr, why heave yoar hearts f 

Soon was yonr battel o V : Proud 7>^ retired 

Before your fece, and in your wrath expired. 

But know, whoever almighty power withftand f 560 

Uamatcb'd our force, un conquered is our hand: 

Who (hall the fov*reign of the ikies controul ^ 

Not all the Gods that crown the ftarry pole. 

Your hearts (hall tremble, if our arms we take, 

At^ each imaorul inwit v/kh horror ftake^ 5^5 

For tbois I fpeak, and what I fpeak ftall fUod^ 

Wl^it powV foc'er provokes our lifted bftnd. 

On this our hiH no more fliali hokl hb place,. 

Cut off, and cgcird from -th' setbereal race. 

Juno and Pallas grieving hear the doom,. 570 

Bat £eaft their ibuls on Ilion^s woes to come. 

Tho' 

f V. C70. Juno and Pallas.] In the beginning- of thlft book Jum 
wm£kBt, BadMt)urva repUedi Hexe, iv|% £iftft«ibiia« Hmmt makea 
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Tho' fecrct anger fwcHM Mmervd^'s brcaft. 

The prudent Goddeis yet her wntk repreft i 

Bat JunOf impotent of rage, repliet. 

What haA thoa fidd, oh tyrant of th« fties f ^2$- 

Strength and Omnipotence inveft thy throne f 

Tis thine to ponlfli f ours to grieve alone. 

For Greece we grieve, abandon'd by htr fate,. 

To drink the dregs of thy unmeafarM hate : 

From fields foi^idden w* fUbmifs refrain,. j9b 

With arms unaiding fee our Jrgi'ves flaia ;. 



Juno reply with great propriety to both their chartAen. Minerva- 
fefents the vff^ pf Jt^ker, bf t the WffBiMe tfv beirs t9 hft fin 
ther, and her King, l^eeps her fluent | fhe has net jefii ^ngc^ tl^ 
^1^70, but mart rea&B. JUimemia ihtn fpoke with all Ihe MinitfRofr 

and deference that w^ owinjg ftoflfi a child tp a fathfr, or ^m a 
fubjeft to a King; but yian ia more free with her hniband, ihe '», 
angry, and lets hun l^oow it by the Mt wo^ Oia iftttonu 

Juno here repeats the fame words which had been nfed by Afhtrva 
to Jupiter near tl^e bcffBf^H ^f t]»is boek. Vf^H « |fe|r>« tHt*rd 
by wiidom herfelf^ and approved by hiin> is here fpoken by a God- 
defsy who (as Homer tfldls us at this very tioM) impnukat^ JBani- 
fefted her paifion^ »nd whom Jupiter i^nfwers with apger. To d^. 
iairly, I cannot defond this ia my Avther, any moie than (oxfvt other 
of his repetitions; as when Awic in the fifteep^h /^<>4 7* 669. uiJH 
the fame fpeech word for word to encourage the Grteh, which ^o.- 
memnon had made in the fdxhy v. 653* I thia^ it e^i^aUy an ex- 
treme, to vindicate all the repetitions oi Homer, and to excufe none. 
However Eufiatbiut very ingeaiouHy excufes this, by liiying that the 
fame fpeeches become intirely different by the different manner of 
introducing t^eoi. Mtnava addreifed hesklf t{i 3^pi<^j W^ ^aords 
full of re^^) but yuaQ with tervps qf seii:At]3|)C|l^ Thisj iays he, 
ihews the cScSt of opening our fpeeches with ^;t : Jt prejudioes the 
audience in our favour, and ms^kes us fpeak tp friends j whereas the 
auditor naturally denies that favour, which the .Orator does not ke^ 
to afk ; fo that what he delivers, though it has equal merit, iaboura^ 
under this difadvanuge, that his judges are his enemies. 
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Yet grant our counfels ftill their breafts may move. 
Left all fhould periih in the rage of Jove. 

The Goddefs thus : and thus the God replies. 
Who fweUs the clouds^ and blackens all the ikies« 585 
The morning fun, awak'd by loud alarms. 
Shall fee th* Almighty Thunderer in arms. 
What heaps of Argifves then ihall load the plain» 
Thoiie radiant eyes fliall view, and view, in vain. 
Nor (hall great He3or ceafe the rage of fight, 590 

The navy flaming, and thy Greeks in flight, 
Ev'ii *till the day, when certain fates ordain 
That.flcm Achilles {his Patroclus flain)^ 
Siiall rife in vengeance, and lay wafte the plain; ' 
For foch- is fate, nor can'ft thou turn its courfe 59.5 

"With all thy rage, with all thy rebel force. 
Fly, if thon wilt, to earth's remoteft bound. 
Where on her ntmofl verge the feas refound ; 
Where cnrs'd lapetus and ^/^ifrn dwell, 
Fafl by the brink, within the fleams of hell ; 600 

No fun e*er gilds the gloomy horrors there. 
No chearful gales refrefli the lazy air;. 



V. 590. Nor fraff great HtGtot aafff &c.T Here, fayt Eujfathius, 
the Poet prepares the reader for what is to Succeed : he gives kxB the 
oot-lines of his piece, which he is to fill up in the progrefs of the 
£oem. This is fo far from cloying the readers appetite, that it 
raifes it^ aad makes him defirous to ice the pidtore drawn in iu fuU 
length*. 

Th«i» 



! 
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There arm ooce mote the bold fsfaman band 1 
And arm in vain ; For what I will, ihall ftandJ 

Now deep in Ocean fank the lamp of lights 605 

And drew behind the cloudy veil of night: 
The conquMng Trojans mourn his beams decay *d} 
The Greeks rejoicing bWs the friendly (hade. 

The viflors keep the field; and HeSor calls 
A martial council near the aavy walls : 6 10 

Thefe to Scanumder*i bank apart he led. 
Where thinly fcatter'd by the heaps of dead. 
Th' aiTembled chiefs, defcending on the ground. 
Attend his order, and thehr Prince furroand. 
A mafTy fpear he bore of mighty ftrength, 6 1 $ 

Of full ten cubits was the lancets length 1 
The point was braii , refulgent to behold, 
Fix'd to the wood with drcli«g rings of gold i 
The noUe HeSor on hb kace recUn*d^ 
And bending forward, thus reveal*d his mind. <t90 

Ye valiant Trojans^ with attention hear! 
Ye Dardan bands, and genVous Aids, give ear f 
This day, we hop'd, would wrap in conquering flame 
Greece with her (hips, and crown our toils with fame : 



V. 621. Ye vaSant Ttcj^jw, fifft] Suftatbius obienres that tiiShr 
here fpeaks like a foldier : He bears a fpear, not a fceptre in bis 
hand j he harangues like a fcldicr, but like a viftor ; he fecms to 
be too much pleafed with himfelf, and in this vein of felf-flattery,, 
he promUqs % compleat conqucft ovec the Greeki, 
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Bot darkne^ i»aw> tQ (avc the ctwarda, fidis, 62; 

And guards ikem tBtml^lmg in i^r woqdeft wallf. 

Phry the ^ig^ «id ufe ker jpcacofnl k^uas 

Our fteeds to fctnigf^ and nfrtOi ov powers. 

Strait frpm tbe town be fheqi tod oxen foii^ghr^ 

And (Irength^niDg brfad, and genVoas wiae be brought. 6^ 

Wide o'er the fi^ high bUzing to the iky, 

Let numerous fires the abTent ha fupfiJ^r, 

The flaming piles with pknteORS fael laifie^ 

'Till the bright moro hisr purple beaixi.dkplaysf 

Left in thp fiknce and the fikadts of nighty ' 6}$ 

Greece on her fable fliips attempt her ftight 

^QC unmolefled Jet the wretches gain 

Their lofty deckf, or iafely ckave tht maui ^ 

Some hodile wound let ev^rji dait be$ov» 

Some lading tok^n of (he Phrygian foe, 640 

Wounds, that n^ay \atkg hence afk their fyotdts care, 

And warn their children ftoni a Trtyan war. 

Now thro' the drcuit of otur Ilian wall. 

Let facred heralds found the folexpn call ; 

To bdd the Sires with hpary honours crown'd, 645/ 

And beardlefs youths, our battlemenis furround. 

Firm be the guard, while diiUnt lie our powers. 

And lee the matrons han£ with lights the tow'K: 

Left 

V. 648. And let tkt m^trqmJl ] Y^v/z b^^n piyore obiervant of the 
decorum in this line than my Author hi^elfi He caUt tbe womea 
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Left under covert of the ini4nigbt fl^e> 

The infidiotts fojc the nak^ town invade. ^50 

Suffice^ to night|» thefe orders to tfbey ; 

A nobler charge (hall rouse the d^wpin^ da^* 

The Gods, I truft, fhall give to ^<v?ar> band. 

From thefe detefted foes to free the la«d» 

Who pIow*d» with fates aver(e, the w^^ ^J^ ^55 

For Trojafi vultui^es a predeftiQ'd pr^. 

Oar common fafety muft be now tlv? care ; 

But foon as morning paints the fie^ <^ ^ir, 

Sheath'd in bright arms let; cv'ry t{ppp e^ege> 

And the fir*d Aeet behold the battel rage. 660 

Then, then ibaU Hedhr and Tydide^ P'ove, 

Whofe fates are heayieft in tlie ic^le of Jtmii. 

To-morrow^s light (ok haAe th^ glorJPtV ipOf^O 

Shall fee his bloody fpoili in triao^ bofP* 

With this keen javlin (hall k^ breaA be g^4 66$ 

And proftrate heroes bleed aro^l^ their lpr4* 

Pertain as this, oh ! might my days endure. 

From age inglorious, and black death fecure ; 

80 might my life and glory know no boaiul, 

liike Pa/ias worihippM, like the fan reitQw<)'d! 67c 



0nXurifqu9 an epithet of fcandaloof imp<urtj upon which Poifiyiy 
»nd the Gretk Scholiaft have fai^ but too much. I know no ipan 
that has yet had the impudence to tranifate that remark, in regard 
•f which it is politenefs to imitate the Barbarians, and fay, Gne^ 
mm efi, noH kgitur, fox my part, I leave it as a motive to foine 
leiy Cttiious |mba» of both fexes to ftudy the Oretk langua^^. 
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As the next dawn, the lad they fhall enjoy. 
Shall cralh the Gneks, and end the woes of Troy. 

The leader fpoke. From all his hoft around 
Shoats of applaufe along the fhores refound. 
Each from the yoke the fmoaking deeds unty'd^ 675 

And fix'd their headftalls to his chariot-fide. 
Fat fheep and oxen from the town are hd. 
With gen*rou8 wine, and all-faftaining bread. 
Full hecatombs lay burning on the fhore' 1 
The winds to heaven the curling vapours bore. iZo 

Ungrateful off'Ving to th* immortal powVs f 
Whofe wrath hung heavy o*er xYi^frofam towVs ; 
Nor Priam nor his fons obtained their grace ; 
Proud Trey they hated, and her guilty race. 

The troops exiilting (ate in order round,. 68*5 

And beaming fires illumined all the ground. 
As when the Moon, refulgent lamp of night f 
O'er heav*n*8 clear azure fpreads her facred lights 

When 



V. 679. FuttbecatmhSf &c.] The fix lines that follow being « 
tranflation of four in the original, are added from the authority of 
Flato in Mr. Barnes his edition : That author cites them in his fc- 
cond Alcibiadcs. There is no doubt of their being genuine, but the 
queftion is only, whether they are rightly placed here ? I /hall n»t 
pretend- to decide, upon a point which will doubtlefs be the fpeculation 
of future criticks. 

V, 687. jii when the moon, &c.] This comparifbn is inferior to 

none in Homer, It is the mod beautiful night-piece that oin be 

found in poetry. He prefents you with a profpe£t of the heavens, 

the feas^ and the earth; The ftars (hlne, the air is fereoe, the world 

enlightened, and the moon mountt^ m ^ot^, EujlatUuv \«bbs»V% 
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When not a breath diftarbs the deep ferene. 

And not a cloud o'ercafts the folemn fcene; 690 

Around her throne the vivid planets roll. 

And ftars tmnumber'd gild the glowing pole^ . 

O'er the dark trees a yellower verdure fhed. 

And tip with iilver ev'ry mountain's head ; 

Then fhine the vales, the rocks in profpefk rife» 69 g 

A flood of glory burils from all the (kies: 

The confclous fwains^ rejoicing in the fight. 

Eye the blue vault, and blefs the ufeful light. 

So many flames before proud Ilion blaze. 

And lighten glimmering Xanthus with their rays : 700 

The long refledlions of the diftant fires 

Gleam on the walls, and tremble on the fpuvs. 

A thoufand piles the duiky horrors gild» 

And flioot a (hady luflre o'er the field. 

Fall 



that ^ccHvnv does not iignify the moon at full, for then the light of the 
ftars is diminifliM or loft in the greater brightneis of the moon. And 
others correA the word (p»iu^9 to ^dn vigv, for ^dn »im i . but 
this criticifm is forced, and I fee no neceifity why ^the moon may. 
not be faid to be bright, tho it is not in the full. i^Poet is not 
obliged to fpeak with the exaftnefs of Philofophy, but with the li- 
berty of Poetry. 

V. 703. j4 thoufand piles, \ Homer in his catalogue of the Grecian 
fhips, tho* he does not recount exprefly the number of the Greeks^. 
has given fomc hints from whence the fum of their army may be col- 
]e£led. But in the fame book where he gives an account of the 
'J'rojan army, and relates the names of the Inders and nations of the 
auxiliaries, he fays nothing by which we may infer the number of 
the army of the befieged. To fupply therefore that omilHon, he has 
tijLcn occafion by this piece of poetical arithmetick^ to inform his 
X . ' reader. 
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Full fifty guards tMicti ftafliing pilii attend, 7b j 

Wht>fe uroberM ftHhs, by fits, thick Utithts ftnd. 
Loud neigh the coiitfers x^'tt ihtit heaj^s bf doi-n. 
And ardent vMirtib^s Wait the rttng morn. 



reader, that dM Triytfi; arrny amounted to 50,000. That the aiSlhuit 
mtitfns are tb bh Ih^ida^ herein; apptfdfs fhnn whit Jt}t46H hyt in 
L 10. that the auxiliariti were encan^ed that night with the ir> 
Jans, 

This pafl*age gi^ sk occafion to animadvert upon a miftalDe ef a 
xmdern writer, and .another of my own. The Abbe Terajpm, in a 
late treatife agaihR HiM&y ift toder a l^i^tfks ^tWt^ in faying that 
all the forces of ^Trcy and the auxiliaries cannot be reaibnably fup- 
f ofed from Hmer to Me above ten thbuftnd xben. Hfe had mtirely 
overlook* d this pUce, which fays there were a thoufand fires, and 
Bily men at eaeh-bf them.' &e my oblervations on ^e fecond book, 
where thefe fires by a flip Of asy memory are callei luneral piles : I 
Ihould be glad it were the greatell error 1 have committed in theie 
Botes. - 

V. 707. Tbt cwrjers o^er tbeir heaps of C9rn,'\ I durft not take the 
lame liberty with M. 2)ih>, Who his otoiitttd this drciuiiftaice, 
and does not mention the horfes at all. In the following line, the 
laft of the book. Homer his gicen to the Mnmhg the epidiet fmr- 
fkOr'd or bright-tbron^ d, iv^povou iu, I have already uken notice 
in the preface of the method of tranflating the epithets of Homers 
and muft add here, that it is often only the uncertainty the moderns 
lie under, of the true genuine figniiication of an ancient word, 
^hich caufes tHfc fniYi'f ririous conffaro^one of it. So that it is 
ItroEubte th« atithot^i own Wbrds, it the time he nfed them, never 
Aeint iHdf fo iMXif things as we tranflatfe them into. Madam Da* 
<kr ^etfek^ly 6bftr¥eS one pra^ice as to thefe throughout her ver- 
flfM : Ste f^nAers dlthoft levery I'uch epithet in Greek by two or three 
in Ftltkd^ frbiti i feif ^ lofing the teaft part of its fi^ficance. 
This perhaps may be excufable in profe ; tho* at beft it makes the 
iHiolft hmth mOI« veHlOfe ind tedioUs, and fe rather like writing a 
^lilibnUly thih ktndring nn author : But in verie, every reader knows 
ftA!)l i reidUubliAg of epithets would not be tolerable. A Poet has 
AM-ef^re Ottl^ to chafe thit, which moft agrees with the tenor and 
main idtfeiit Of ffte ^Hir^calar pafTage, or wHh the f||Uuo« of poetry 



It 
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It is plain that too icrupnloas an adherence to many of thefey 
^ives the tranflation an exotic, pedantic, and whimfical air, which it 
is not to he imagined the original ever had. To call a hero the 
great artificer of jiigbty tht fivift cf foot, or the borfe-tamery thefe 
give us ideas of little peculiarities, when in the author*8 time they 
were epithets ufed only in general to fignify alacrity, agility and 
vigour. A common reader would imagine from thefe fervilc verfions, 
that Diomed and Achilles were foot-racers, and Heffor, a horfe-courfer^ 
rather than that any of them were heroes.' A man ihall be called a 
laithful tranflator for rend ring 'Ttola^ ^kOc; m EngHjb, jkoift-footed ^ 
hut laugh*d at if he /hould tranflate our Englijb word dextrats ijnto 
Any other langm^^ rigbt-hatuUd. 



ne END of Vol. tl. 
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